
Sending Forth  
   

* Closing Hymn                    “Shine, Jesus, Shine”       KCL Praise Team 
   
* Circle Song                       “Shine,, Jesus, Shine” (refrain only)                       
                                                   Please join hands across the aisles 
* Benediction                                                
                                                                                                                                                                

     ❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us today! 
You are invited to join us for coffee, refreshments and conversation 

in Fellowship Hall following worship service. 
Thanks to Monica Sheeler for providing today’s refreshments.  

 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

   

Serving in Worship Today 
 

 Ministers ............................................. All of Us 

 KCL Pastor ......................................... Pastor Hyun-Jae “Kift” Lee 

 ODC Pastors ......................................  Pastor Ethan Gregory 

   Pastor J. Quinton Kimbrow 

  Pastor Jenny Smith 

 Liturgist .............................................. Hazel Terhune 

 Praise Band Team.............................. Linda Lamb, Amy Doerfler, Pastor Kift, 

   John Pounds 

 Greeter & Usher ................................. Arlene Pentecost & Dick Givens 

 Projection Team ................................. Laurel Wells, Myrna Keen, Linda Lamb 

 Organist/Pianist .................................. Judie Herber 

 Choir Director ..................................... Laurel Wells 
 

 ❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

 * Please stand as you are able at these places in the service. 
 

   Prelude                                     “I Saw the Light”                                  KCL Praise Team 

                                                                           “Carry the Light” 
  
 Words of Welcome & Church Moment                          Pastor Kift                                  
 

Gathering in Song and Prayer 

* Call to Worship                                  Hazel Terhune                                      

   L:  Children of God, when fears press in on every side, we can proclaim with   

     confidence: 

   P:  God is our light and salvation! Whom shall we fear? 

   L: When our problems overwhelm us and we feel pressed in on every side, we  

    can declare with confidence: 

   P: God is the stronghold of our lives! Of whom shall we be afraid? 

   L: No matter the troubles we face, we seek after God and to live in the house of  

    God forever. 

   P: God shelters and protects us in the day of trouble. 

   L: Come, let us worship God with joy, for God is our light and salvation! 

   All: We come to worship as bearers of the Light. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

      

* Opening Prayer (unison)                                              Hazel Terhune                                              

  Holy Christ, we come to You knowing that we have fallen away from your 

 intentions for us. We have followed the paths of greed and envy, turned away  

 from our brothers and sisters in need in order to satisfy our own desires. You  

 gave your life for us, and yet we are willing to give so little at times. Forgive us  

 for not understanding that You laid down your life for us. Forgive us for not 

 recognizing the sacrifice of love, to live for others instead of ourselves. Call  

 us back to repent and return to the kingdom of God. In your precious name,  

 we pray. Amen. 

  

* Opening Hymn                           “Here I Am to Worship”                       KCL Praise Team                
 

Proclamation and Response to the Word 
 

 Scripture                             Matthew 5: 13 - 20                                          Hazel Terhune               

    L: The word, inspired by God, for the people of God.  

    P: Thanks be to God! 

  

 Children’s Time                                    Tes Lacy 

 

 Message                                “Carrying the Light”                Pastor Hyun-Jae “Kift” Lee 

 

 Special Praise Music             “Great Are You Lord”                              KCL Praise Team            
    

                                               Time of Prayer 
  

 Sharing of Joys & Concerns               
     Joys response: 

   Thanks be to God 
 

    Concerns response: 
   Lord, hear our prayers 

 
 Pastoral Prayer followed by The Lord’s Prayer            

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom  

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our  

daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from  

evil, for thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

 Bringing Our Gifts and Offerings to God                                                                                
       Offertory 
  Choir Anthem                     “The Light of the World”                                       KCL Choir 
  

      *Doxology                                                              UMH 94 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power lifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen. 

 

* Offertory Prayer (unison) 
     Steadfast Light of our salvation, in a world that trembles with uncertainty  

    and teaches us to fear, you shine with unwavering hope. You call us to seek 

    your face and trust in your presence more than in our own strength. Receive 

    these gifts, given not out of fear but in joyful confidence that your love casts 

    out fear and your grace makes us bold. Use our offerings to build a world  

    where your light leads, your justice reigns, and your people - unafraid -  

    become living testimonies of your goodness. In the name of Christ, our rock 

    and redeemer, we pray. Amen.                                                 (Psalm 27: 1, 4 - 9) 
                                                                                                           



Meetings and Events for the week of January 25 - February 1, 2026 

 

TODAY (January 25)  3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 
        10:00 a.m. Worship Service  
            11:00 a.m. Coffee/Fellowship Time 

   1:00 p.m. KCL Youth Group 

   3:00 p.m. Spanish Church Worship Service 
 

Tuesday (January 27)  
  1:00 p.m. Tuesday Ecclesia Bible Study - Meet in Sunday School Room 

  3:00 p.m. KCL Choir Practice  
 

Thursday (January 29) 

   9:00 a.m. SHARE Quilting in Fellowship Hall 
 

NEXT SUNDAY (February 1) 3th Sunday after the Epiphany 
 10:00 a.m. Communion Worship Service  
            11:00 a.m. Coffee/Fellowship Time 

            12:30 p.m. ODC Potluck @ Morningside UMC -  

     KCL to bring salads or side dishes 

   1:00 p.m. KCL Youth Group 

   3:00 p.m. Spanish Church Worship Service 
                                                              ❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

Those who are grieving: For Susan Palmer and family and friends as 

they mourn the recent passing of Susan’s sister, Theresa. 
 

New in the last four weeks: For Ann Watson; for Mark Young; for Mark 

Studer.. 
 

Continuing: For Danise & Mark Young; Ray Hansen; for Judie Herber’s 

niece, Stephanie; for Virginia & John Parks; for Mike Doerfler; for Mark 

Studer. 
 

Thanksgiving & Joy: For John Parks, whose birthday is Sunday, January 25 - Happy 

Birthday from your church family! for joy and happiness to Hazel and Bob Terhune on the 

recent visit from Tennessee of their son, Russell and his wife; for some relief from the very cold 

morning temperatures we have been having.    
  

Our shut-ins: For Lloyd Beutler; Jean Harris; Fran & Ray Bunch; Terri Longley. 
 

Others to keep in prayer: For Aidan Hedberg as he begins his journey in the United 

States Army; Linda Lamb asks for prayers for our country; for the 2 Portland police 

officers who were injured this past week and for their families; for those in the Plain 

states, south and northeast areas of the United States where they are experiencing an 

extreme winter storm; for the ongoing anti-government protests in Iran; for the tensions 

involving China, Taiwan and the United States; for continued prayers for all those 

injured in street violence, especially those in Minneapolis and Portland; for those who 

encounter issues with ICE; for peace between the political parties in our own country; 

for our country and our leaders; for children living in poverty; for those supporting a 

loved one who is mentally ill; for the on-going attacks by Russia on Ukraine and for the 

hope of peace soon; for all first responders and emergency personnel; for those fighting 

cancer and other illnesses and for their caregivers; for those seeking clean drinking 

water; for families where food and shelter is not adequate; for those who have lost 

loved ones; for peace between and among all nations especially the United States; 

prayers the Holy Spirit will bring peace to all areas of conflict in the world.  

We would love to have you as a liturgist and part of our worship team. If you have 

an interest in helping to create a meaningful worship experience on Sunday 

morning, there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Room for 

2026. Please sign-up for a Sunday that works best for you. If you have questions 

or concerns please contact Pastor Kift, pastorkift@opendoorchurches.org or  

909-541-7849. Thank you. 

SHARE Quilting - Do you have any bed sheets you no longer use? SHARE 

Quilting is in need of sheets to be used for the backs of quilts. Size needed - 

full, queen or king are needed. For more information please contact Judie  

Herber, 503-883-3449 or email 66jdthherber62@gmail.com.  

 

Tuesday Ecclesia continues every Tuesday in the Sunday School Room,     

1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  Bring your Bible. Please contact Judie Herber,  

503-883-3449 or see her after worship if you have questions.  

COFFEE HOUR & ALTAR FLOWERS - Please consider 

signing up to host a coffee hour or bring flowers for the altar 

during the months of February & March 2026. There are 

several Sundays available. Check the sign-up sheet on the 

bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. Thank you.   

Open Door Churches Gathers for Potluck on February 1  
12:30 p.m. 

All are invited to Morningside UMC 

• Morningside and Las Naciones are invited to bring main dishes. 

• Trinity and Keizer Clear Lake are invited to bring sides and salads. 

• First UMC is invited to bring desserts. 
We'll enjoy food and time together as  
United Methodists in Salem/Keizer! 

mailto:pastorkift@opendoorchurches.org
mailto:66jdthherber@gmail.com


Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (121) / Carrying the Light, Being Salt 

Third Sunday After the Epiphany / Matthew 5:13-20 (CEB) / January 25, 2026 

 

Reading (Lectio) 

(Matthew 5:13) “You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its saltiness, how will it become salty again? It’s 

good for nothing except to be thrown away and trampled under people’s feet. 

(Matthew 5:14) You are the light of the world. A city on top of a hill can’t be hidden. 

(Matthew 5:15) Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a basket. Instead, they put it on top of a lampstand, 

and it shines on all who are in the house. 

(Matthew 5:16) In the same way, let your light shine before people, so they can see the good things you do and 

praise your Father who is in heaven. 

(Matthew 5:17) “Don’t even begin to think that I have come to do away with the Law and the Prophets. I haven’t 

come to do away with them but to fulfill them. 

(Matthew 5:18) I say to you very seriously that as long as heaven and earth exist, neither the smallest letter nor 

even the smallest stroke of a pen will be erased from the Law until everything there becomes a reality. 

(Matthew 5:19) Therefore, whoever ignores one of the least of these commands and teaches others to do the same 

will be called the lowest in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever keeps these commands and teaches people to 

keep them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

(Matthew 5:20) I say to you that unless your righteousness is greater than the righteousness of the legal experts 

and the Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 

Carrying the Light 
 

1. Preface 

One of the things that surprised me when I first came to the United States was how easy it was to buy a wide 

variety of delicious and affordable meat. Even when I was a seminary student with very limited resources, I could 

eat meat without much concern. Sometimes, I even invited fellow students over and treated them to a meal. 

However, although I was eager to cook, I lacked experience. I especially struggled with seasoning—how 

much salt to use, and when. One day, a pastor I had invited arrived early and helped me season the food. 

In that moment, I realized something important. While serving people visible food is meaningful, it is 

often the subtle, almost unseen acts of care—like seasoning—that truly warm a person’s heart. That experience 

invited me to reflect deeply on humility, faith, and spiritual life during my time at seminary. 

Today’s passage invites us into a similar reflection. As light and salt, how can we warm the hearts of 

others? And how does Jesus guide us spiritually as those who are called the light and salt of the earth? 

 

2. Becoming a Child of God 



Becoming a child of God and bringing warmth to the hearts of others is a joyful and beautiful calling. At the same 

time, it can also feel heavy. Life itself is already difficult to manage—so how can we care for others as children 

of God? What if we choose the wrong path? What if we fail? 

These struggles are not new. In the past, many—including the Pharisees and scribes—responded to this 

burden by focusing on outward appearances. They displayed their actions publicly and sought approval from 

others, hoping that recognition might ease their inner anxiety and fear of failure. 

The disciples who had just begun following Jesus shared similar concerns. Unsure of their direction and 

uncertain about what faithfulness truly required, they listened as Jesus went up the mountain and taught them, as 

we read in today’s passage. 

At first glance, this passage might seem to emphasize striving—trying harder to become salt, or shining 

more brightly as light. But if we listen carefully, we hear something deeper. Jesus is not calling us to anxious 

effort. He is revealing who we already are. 

My hope is that, through today’s passage, the heart of Jesus will resonate within us—so that we do not 

struggle to become salt and light, but learn how to live faithfully as those who already are: children of God who 

carry warmth into the world. 

 

3. We are the Salt and the Light of the World 

Jesus begins by saying: “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 

again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.” (Matthew 5:13) 

At first, this may sound like a warning about effort—as if we must constantly struggle to preserve our 

saltiness. But notice carefully: Jesus does not say, “Try to become salt.” He says, “You are the salt of the earth.” 

This means that our identity comes first. Through our relationship with God, we are already God’s children. 

This identity is not achieved through performance; it is given through God’s declaration. 

So what kind of effort is required of us? Not the effort to earn our identity, but the attentiveness not to 

lose sight of it. We are called to be careful not to become so assimilated into the world that our distinctiveness is 

diluted and our purpose weakened. 

The dangers facing the church are not only financial struggles, declining membership, or even persecution. 

One of the greatest dangers is becoming indistinguishable from the world—blending in so completely that we no 

longer preserve, flavor, or purify, the society that we live in. 

Salt adds flavor, preserves what is good, and sometimes purifies. In the same way, although we live fully 

in the world as children of God, if we lose our identity and adopt the world’s values uncritically, we lose our 

function. 

Jesus continues: “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.” (v.14) “Neither do 

people light a lamp and put it under a basket; instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 

house.” (v.15) A community shaped by God’s children naturally shines. Like a city on a hill, it cannot be hidden. 

Yet sometimes, the weight of this identity feels heavy. Fear of failure can tempt us to hide our light. 



So what does Jesus say to our anxious hearts? He shifts our focus from effort to position. A lamp does not 

strain to shine—it simply needs to be placed where it belongs. Salt does not announce itself; it works quietly from 

within. Light does not coerce or dominate; it reveals. 

Why does Jesus teach this way? Because God’s kingdom does not advance through control or force, but 

through presence, faithfulness, and truth. Just as salt prevents food from spoiling by being in the right place, what 

if we remain present among those who are spiritually weary or wounded? And just as a lamp along a dark road 

offers guidance, what if we gently shine light for those who feel lost or uncertain? 

Jesus says that when people see such lives, they will not praise us—but will give glory to God. (v.16) This 

is because good deeds are not achievements produced by self-effort; they are the visible expression of a life 

already rooted in our identity as God’s children. 

 

4. Fulfill the Law 

At the same time, Jesus knows his teaching could be misunderstood. Some might hear grace and conclude laziness: 

“If identity is given, do we need to make any effort at all?” 

Anticipating this misunderstanding—both then and now—Jesus says: “Don’t even think that I’ve come to 

abolish the Law or the Prophets. I haven’t come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” (v.17) 

Scripture is gracious and precious. Yet throughout history, it has sometimes been misunderstood or 

misused—its authority twisted to justify human desires rather than reflect God’s heart. To correct this, Jesus 

emphasizes that not even the smallest part of the Law will pass away until all is fulfilled. (v.18) 

Teaching, therefore, matters. Minimizing God’s commandments shapes a community toward carelessness; 

living and teaching them shapes a community toward faithfulness. That is why Jesus says: 

“Whoever ignores one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called 

least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever practices and teaches these commandments will be called great in 

the kingdom of heaven.” (v.19) 

So how do we live and teach God’s commandments as children of light? Not by striving for outward 

perfection, but by walking together toward inner transformation. Just as salt preserves, we reach out to those 

losing their sense of identity and gently hold their hands. Just as light guides, we illuminate paths for those who 

feel lost. 

This leads to Jesus’ final and challenging word: “Unless your righteousness is greater than that of the legal 

experts and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” (v.20) 

The righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees was sincere and disciplined. It was law-centered and serious. 

Yet it fell short—not because it lacked effort, but because it did not consistently transform the heart or restore 

relationships, which is the true aim of God’s righteousness. 

 

5. Conclusion 

 



When I merely served meat without any seasoning, I learned that caring for others is essential—but the direction 

and context of that care matter just as much. In the same way, Jesus did not remain above the world. He placed 

salt and light within it. 

As salt and light today, I hope my light will be present where clarity is needed—not where the loudest 

applause is heard. I hope my salt will be found where corruption and brokenness exist, bringing reconciliation 

where truth is distorted and relationships are wounded. 

I also hope that my light and salt can reach your hearts—not from a distance, but close enough that you 

are able to reach out and touch them. This year, I hope not only to teach Scripture like a scribe who explains the 

Law, but also to walk with you—sharing life together as salt and light. 

Through this shared journey, I hope to see the light and salt already present within our hearts, to sense 

God’s presence among us, and to grow together in spiritual maturity. 

As light, may God continue to use us to guide those who have lost their way. As the salt of the earth, may 

God continue to use us to heal those who are suffering. And may we become a church family that experiences 

God’s work together—and together gives praise to God’s glory. 

 

Practice (Response) 

1. Where in my daily life might God be placing me as salt or light—not through striving, but through faithful 

presence? 

2. In what ways might I be tempted to hide my light out of fear, comfort, or assimilation, rather than trusting the 

identity God has already given me? 

3. How can our life together as a church more clearly reflect a righteousness that transforms hearts and restores 

relationships, rather than simply appearing faithful on the surface? 

 



Keizer Clear Lake UMC 설교노트 (121) / 빛과 소금을 품고 살아가는 것 

주현절 후 세 번째 주일 / 마태복음 5:13-20 (새번역) / 2026년 1월 25일 

 

읽기 

(마태복음 5:13) "너희는 세상의 소금이다. 소금이 짠 맛을 잃으면, 무엇으로 그 짠 맛을 되찾게 하겠느냐? 

짠 맛을 잃은 소금은 아무데도 쓸 데가 없으므로, 바깥에 내버려서 사람들이 짓밟을 뿐이다. 

(마태복음 5:14) 너희는 세상의 빛이다. 산 위에 세운 마을은 숨길 수 없다. 

(마태복음 5:15) 또 사람이 등불을 켜서 말 아래에다 내려놓지 아니하고, 등경 위에다 놓아둔다. 그래야 

등불이 집 안에 있는 모든 사람에게 환히 비친다. 

(마태복음 5:16) 이와 같이, 너희 빛을 사람에게 비추어서, 그들이 너희의 착한 행실을 보고, 하늘에 계신 

너희 아버지께 영광을 돌리게 하여라." 

(마태복음 5:17) "내가 율법이나 예언자들의 말을 폐하러 온 줄로 생각하지 말아라. 폐하러 온 것이 아니라, 

완성하러 왔다. 

(마태복음 5:18) 내가 진정으로 너희에게 말한다. 천지가 없어지기 전에는 율법은 일점 일획도 없어지지 

않고, 다 이루어질 것이다. 

(마태복음 5:19) 그러므로 누구든지 이 계명 가운데 아주 작은 것 하나라도 어기고 사람들을 그렇게 

가르치는 사람은, 하늘 나라에서 아주 작은 사람으로 일컬어질 것이요, 또 누구든지 계명을 행하며 가르치는 

사람은, 하늘 나라에서 큰 사람이라고 일컬어질 것이다. 

(마태복음 5:20) 내가 너희에게 말한다. 너희의 의가 율법학자들과 바리새파 사람들의 의보다 낫지 않으면, 

너희는 하늘나라에 들어가지 못할 것이다." 

 

빛과 소금을 품고 살아가는 것 

1. 들어가는 말 

제가 처음 미국에 왔을 때 가장 놀랐던 것 중 하나는, 다양하고 맛있는 고기를 아주 쉽게, 그리고 비교적 

저렴하게 구할 수 있다는 점이었습니다. 신학교에서 공부하던 시절, 형편이 넉넉하지 않았음에도 불구하고 

고기를 먹는 데 큰 걱정을 하지 않아도 되었습니다. 때로는 함께 공부하는 신학생 친구들을 집으로 초대해 

고기를 대접하기도 했습니다. 

그런데 문제는 제가 요리를 하고 싶은 마음은 컸지만, 실력이 따라주지 않았다는 점이었습니다. 

특히 소금 간을 맞추는 것이 가장 어려웠습니다. 소금을 언제, 얼마나 넣어야 하는지 늘 고민이었습니다. 

어느 날, 제가 초대한 한 목사님이 조금 일찍 오셔서 제 요리를 도와주셨고, 소금 간을 직접 맞춰 주셨습니다. 



그 순간 저는 중요한 깨달음을 얻었습니다. 사람들에게 눈에 보이는 음식을 대접하는 것도 

중요하지만, 그보다 더 사람의 마음을 따뜻하게 만드는 것은 소금 간처럼 작고, 눈에 잘 띄지 않는 배려라는 

사실이었습니다. 이 경험은 신학교 시절 제 신앙과 영적 삶을 겸손해질 수 있게 돌아보게 하는 계기가 

되었습니다. 

오늘 우리가 읽은 본문도 바로 이 질문으로 우리를 초대합니다. 소금과 빛으로서 우리는 어떻게 

다른 사람들의 마음을 따뜻하게 할 수 있을까요? 그리고 땅의 소금, 세상의 빛으로 부르신 예수께서는 

우리를 어떻게 인도하실까요? 

2. 하나님의 자녀로 살아간다는 것 

하나님의 자녀가 되어 다른 사람들의 마음에 따뜻함을 전하는 삶은 참으로 기쁘고 아름다운 부르심입니다. 

그러나 동시에, 그 부르심은 우리 마음에 부담과 걱정을 안겨주기도 합니다. 내 삶 하나 돌보는 것도 벅찬데, 

어떻게 다른 사람들까지 돌볼 수 있을까? 혹시 내가 잘못된 길로 가고 있지는 않을까? 실패하면 어쩌지? 

이런 고민은 오늘날 우리만의 것이 아닙니다. 과거에도 이런 부담과 두려움 속에서 많은 

사람들이 신앙을 살아갔습니다. 그중 일부, 곧 바리새인들과 율법학자들은 이 부담에서 벗어나기 위해 

신앙을 겉으로 드러나는 모습에 집중하기 시작했습니다. 사람들에게 보이는 행동과 인정 속에서 자신들의 

불안을 덜고자 했던 것입니다. 

예수님의 제자들 역시 비슷한 고민을 안고 있었습니다. 이제 막 예수님을 따르기 시작한 그들은 

어떤 방향으로 가야 할지, 무엇이 참된 신실함인지 확신하지 못했습니다. 바로 그들에게 예수님께서는 산에 

올라가 이 말씀을 가르치셨습니다. 

겉으로 보면, 오늘 본문은 “더 열심히 소금이 되어라”, “더 밝게 빛나라”라고 요구하는 말씀처럼 

들릴 수도 있습니다. 그러나 예수님의 말씀을 깊이 들여다보면, 그 중심에는 전혀 다른 메시지가 있습니다. 

예수님은 우리에게 불안한 노력을 요구하시는 분이 아니라, 우리가 이미 누구인지를 먼저 선언하시는 

분이십니다. 

오늘 이 말씀을 통해, 우리가 소금과 빛이 되기 위해 애쓰는 존재가 아니라, 이미 하나님의 

자녀로서 소금과 빛으로 살아가도록 부름받았다는 사실이 우리 마음 깊이 울려 퍼지기를 소망합니다. 

3. 우리는 세상의 소금이고 빛입니다 

예수님께서는 이렇게 말씀하십니다. “너희는 세상의 소금이다. 그러나 소금이 맛을 잃으면 무엇으로 다시 

짜게 하겠느냐?” (마태복음 5:13) 이 말씀은 처음 들으면, 우리가 끊임없이 노력하지 않으면 소금의 맛을 

잃어버릴 것처럼 느껴질 수 있습니다. 그러나 예수님은 “소금이 되도록 애써라”라고 말씀하지 않으십니다. 

예수님은 분명히 말씀하십니다. “너희는 이미 세상의 소금이다.” 정체성이 먼저입니다. 우리는 

우리의 노력으로 하나님의 자녀가 된 것이 아니라, 하나님과의 관계 안에서 이미 하나님의 자녀로 선언된 

존재입니다. 



그렇다면 우리에게 필요한 노력은 무엇일까요? 그것은 정체성을 얻기 위한 노력이 아니라, 이미 

받은 정체성을 잃어버리지 않도록 깨어 있는 태도입니다. 세상에 섞여 살면서도, 세상의 가치에 완전히 

동화되어 소금으로서의 기능을 잃지 않도록 주의하는 것입니다. 

오늘날 교회를 위협하는 것은 재정적 어려움이나 교인 수 감소, 혹은 박해만이 아닙니다. 가장 큰 

위험 중 하나는 교회가 세상과 너무 비슷해져서, 더 이상 구별되지 않는 존재가 되는 것입니다. 

소금은 음식의 맛을 살리고, 부패를 막고, 때로는 정화하는 역할을 합니다. 마찬가지로 우리는 

세상 속에서 살아가지만, 세상의 가치에 무비판적으로 흡수될 때 소금으로서의 사명을 잃게 됩니다. 

예수님은 이어서 이렇게 말씀하십니다. “너희는 세상의 빛이다. 산 위에 있는 동네가 숨겨질 수 

없다.” (14절) “사람이 등불을 켜서 그릇 아래에 두지 않고 등경 위에 두나니, 온 집안에 비친다.” (15절) 

하나님의 자녀들로 이루어진 공동체는 자연스럽게 빛을 발합니다. 산 위에 있는 동네처럼, 감출 

수 없습니다. 그러나 우리는 때때로 이 정체성이 부담스러워 빛을 숨기고 싶어집니다. 실패에 대한 두려움이 

우리를 움츠러들게 만듭니다. 

이때 예수님은 우리의 시선을 노력에서 위치로 옮기십니다. 등불은 애써 빛나지 않습니다. 

제자리에 놓이기만 하면 됩니다. 소금은 자신을 드러내지 않지만, 안에서 조용히 일합니다. 빛은 강요하지 

않고, 드러냅니다. 

왜 그럴까요? 하나님의 나라는 지배나 강압이 아니라, 현존, 신실함, 그리고 진리를 통해 확장되기 

때문입니다. 소금이 제자리에 있을 때 부패를 막듯이, 우리가 영적으로 지친 이들 곁에 머문다면 어떨까요? 

길 위의 가로등처럼, 길을 잃은 이들에게 조용히 방향을 비춰 준다면 어떨까요? 

예수님은 사람들이 그런 삶을 볼 때, 우리를 칭찬하지 않고 하나님께 영광을 돌릴 것이라고 

말씀하십니다(16 절). 왜냐하면 선한 행위는 우리의 자기 노력의 성과가 아니라, 이미 하나님의 자녀로 

살아가는 삶에서 자연스럽게 흘러나오는 빛이기 때문입니다. 

4. 율법을 완성하신 예수님 

예수님은 이 말씀이 오해될 수 있음을 아셨습니다. 어떤 이들은 이렇게 생각할 수도 있습니다. “정체성이 

주어진 것이라면, 우리는 더 이상 애쓸 필요가 없는 것 아닌가?” 

이를 미리 아신 예수님께서는 이렇게 말씀하십니다. “내가 율법이나 예언자들을 폐하려 온 줄로 

생각하지 말라. 폐하러 온 것이 아니라 완전하게 하려 왔다.” (17절) 

성경 말씀은 은혜롭고 귀합니다. 그러나 역사 속에서 사람들은 종종 말씀을 오해하거나, 그 

권위를 왜곡해 자신의 욕망을 정당화해 왔습니다. 이를 바로잡기 위해 예수님은 율법의 작은 획 하나도 

완성되기 전에는 사라지지 않을 것이라고 강조하십니다(18절). 



가르침은 중요합니다. 하나님의 계명을 가볍게 여길 때 공동체는 해이해지지만, 계명을 살아내고 

가르칠 때 공동체는 신실해집니다. 그래서 예수님은 이렇게 말씀하십니다. “이 계명들 가운데 지극히 작은 

것 하나라도 어기고 그렇게 가르치는 사람은 하늘나라에서 가장 작은 자라 일컬음을 받을 것이다.” (19절) 

그렇다면 우리는 어떻게 하나님의 계명을 실천하고 가르쳐야 할까요? 겉으로 완벽해지려 애쓰는 

것이 아니라, 함께 마음이 변화되는 길을 걸어가는 것입니다. 소금처럼 정체성을 잃어가는 이들의 손을 

잡고, 빛처럼 길을 잃은 이들의 길을 비춰 주는 것입니다. 

이 모든 말씀을 마무리하며 예수님은 이렇게 말씀하십니다. “너희의 의가 율법학자들과 

바리새인들의 의보다 더 낫지 않으면, 결코 하늘나라에 들어가지 못할 것이다.” (20절) 

바리새인들과 율법학자들의 의는 진지했고, 성실했습니다. 그러나 그 의는 마음을 변화시키고 

관계를 회복시키는 데까지 이르지 못했습니다. 하나님께서 원하시는 참된 의는 바로 그 지점에 있습니다. 

5. 맺는말 

소금 간을 하지 못한 채 고기를 내놓을 뻔했던 경험을 통해 저는 배려의 마음뿐 아니라, 그 배려가 놓이는 

방향과 자리가 얼마나 중요한지를 배웠습니다. 예수님 역시 세상 위에 머무르지 않으시고, 소금과 빛을 

세상 안에 두셨습니다. 

오늘 우리는 묻습니다. 나의 빛은 박수가 가장 큰 곳이 아니라, 분별이 필요한 곳에 비추어지고 

있는가? 나의 소금은 편안한 자리보다, 부패와 상처가 있는 자리에 놓여 있는가? 

저는 올해, 말씀을 가르치는 율법학자처럼만 이 강단에 서 있기보다, 여러분 곁에 함께 서는 

목회자가 되고 싶습니다. 가까이에서 함께 소금과 빛으로 살아가고 싶습니다. 그 과정 속에서 여러분 안에 

이미 있는 빛과 소금을 발견하고, 그 안에서 역사하시는 하나님의 임재를 함께 경험하며, 함께 성숙해 

가기를 소망합니다. 

길을 잃은 이들을 인도하는 빛으로, 고통받는 이들을 치유하는 소금으로, 하나님의 일을 함께 

경험하고, 하나님의 영광을 함께 찬양하는 교회 공동체가 되기를 주님의 이름으로 축원합니다. 아멘. 

실천 (응답) 

1. 내가 더 애쓰지 않아도, 하나님께서 이미 나를 소금과 빛으로 두고 계신 일상의 자리는 어디일까요? 

2. 나는 두려움이나 익숙함, 혹은 세상에 섞이고 싶은 마음 때문에 하나님이 주신 빛을 숨기고 있지는 

않은가요? 

3. 우리 교회의 삶과 공동체는 겉으로만 신앙적으로 보이는 의로움이 아니라, 마음을 변화시키고 관계를 

회복시키는 하나님의 의를 어떻게 더 잘 드러낼 수 있을까요? 
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