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Ny Message Guided by (he Promise Pastor Kift

*Please stand as you are able at these places in the services

Prelude Blessed Assurance UMH #8983 Worship Song Draw Me Close Pastor Kift

Freely. Freely UMH #8869 ]
. Sacrament of Communion Pastor Rifl
6r’eeﬁnos G (?hur’ch Momenlt Pe 5tor’ Kift

) 7 communion Hymn  Jesus Wk llked Thlb Lonesome Valley,

(@)

LEADER: Children of God, in Lent we remember that our salvation is an Sh Wl ng O[‘ ]O} S B (?Oncer’nb
unearned gift, that new life is a matter of faith, not of works.
PEOPLE: We gather to lay down the burden of trying to earn our Joys response:
salvation. Thanks be to God
LEADER: Like Nlooo!errTus, who met Je.sus in the. dark of night, \{ve struggle Concerns response:
to accept that new life is not just possible but given as a free gift of grace,
PEOPLE: We gather to bring our struggles into the light and embrace . Lord, hear our pray(’ers P bJ[OF Klﬁ
God'’s grace with open arms. Pastoral Praver followed by The [Lord's Praver

LEADER: Like Paul writing to the Romans, we remember God’s promise of Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our

new life has always rested on grace.
PEOPLE: We gather to receive the promise of salvation by grace
through faith. daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who

LEADER: Like the many who have followed, questioned, and grown in the
faith, we submit ourselves to be formed by grace as we work out our
salvation day by day.

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

ALL: We gather as people guided by the promise of new life, a °F 7 P r Kl[-
promise fulfilled b):)Ch‘r)ist, whose p)a/)th w‘()e follow. ()ITQFJ[OF} le[O J[
Gather ing in Song and Prayer Offertory song God so LLoved the World. RCI. ¢¢hoir
* i drens P )
Opening Prayer (Unison) Bob T. Joxclogy UMH 65

Infinite Love, heart of all life, you loved this word into being
with such love as to birth yourself among us, love begotten as o
the Beloved. Your presence does not separate but unites; Of [ @FJ[OFy Pr’ayer’:
love does not push away, but embraces; you do not condemn, /(\@ M
but save. Trusting this, we know we are loved, never rejected. ~

Thanks be to God! Amen. Surprising God of Mercy, you meet us in wilderness places and

walk beside us through trial and temptation. Even when we feel

*SOHQ IJ[ IS \‘(7@11 \\'T[h h[y SOUI UBIH ﬁ (7 al'one, your grace' i's never far, your Presence never absent. In

(9 this moment of giving, we offer not just our resources, but our

trust that you are already at work, shaping us through
< 7 ~ . 2 b T challenge, strengthening us through sacrifice, and surrounding
Scripture Genesis 12:1-4 Bob 1.

us with unseen angels. Use these gifts to bring hope where
L: The word, inspt BEdfor the people there !s hunge'r, healing where t'here is pain, and ll'ght where
f God there is despair. May what we give reflect our desire to walk
orod. more closely with you, even in the hard places. In Christ’s name
C: Thanks be to God! we pray, Amen. (Psalm 32, Matthew 4:1-11)
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Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (126) / Guided by the Promise
Second Sunday in Lent / Genesis 12:1-4 (CEB) / March 1, 2026

Reading (Lectio)

(Genesis 12:1) The Lord said to Abram, “Leave your land, your family, and your father’s household for the land
that I will show you.

(Genesis 12:2) I will make of you a great nation and will bless you. I will make your name respected, and you
will be a blessing.

(Genesis 12:3) I will bless those who bless you, those who curse you I will curse; all the families of the earth will
be blessed because of you.”

(Genesis 12:4) Abram left just as the Lord told him, and Lot went with him. Now Abram was 75 years old when
he left Haran.

Guided by the Promise

1. Preface

Last Sunday, we reflected on the heart of Jesus, who entered the wilderness to comfort us. We meditated on this
truth: if even one person in the wilderness experiences God’s grace, God can extend mercy to humanity through
that person.

During Lent, Scripture invites us into the wilderness—not only to reflect, but to share God’s grace and
mercy with others. Before entering that wilderness, how should we prepare ourselves? What do we truly need?
And how should we approach others as witnesses to God’s mercy? Today’s passage from Genesis gives us an
answer.

2. Abram

Our text comes from Genesis, traditionally associated with Moses and given to the people of Israel. Why was this
story recorded? And for whom?

When Israel first received this story, they had just escaped slavery in Egypt and were wandering in the
wilderness. Though they had been delivered by God’s mighty hand, the harsh conditions left them exhausted,
discouraged, and dissatisfied.

Genesis chapters 1 through 11 recount humanity’s repeated failure—Adam and Eve’s disobedience, the
flood, and the Tower of Babel. Again and again, human beings tried to secure life on their own terms.

At Babel, the people declared, “Let us make a name for ourselves.” But their self-made greatness ended
in confusion and scattering.



Then, in Genesis 12, something changes. God calls Abram. To a world trying to make its own name, God
says to one man, “I will make your name great.” Humanity sought to build its own greatness. God establishes true
greatness through promise. And even today, thousands of years later, we still speak Abram’s name.

So, what qualifications did Abram possess that led God to call him? And what does this passage say to us
as we enter the wilderness during Lent, remembering the suffering and death of Jesus?

3. Leave

The Lord speaks clearly: “Leave your land, your family, and your father’s household.” (Genesis 12:1) Abram was
born in Ur, a major city where Mesopotamian civilization flourished. Later he lived in Haran, in what is now
modern-day Tirkiye. The Bible does not tell us much about his father, Terah, though Joshua tells us that his
family served other gods. Later Jewish tradition even imagined Terah as connected to idol-making. Whether or
not that is historically precise, Abram certainly grew up in a socially established and religiously secure
environment.

God’s command required him to leave security—land, inheritance, identity, and future certainty. What
does it mean when God tells someone to leave? It does not mean that material needs are irrelevant. When Israel
wandered in the wilderness, God provided manna and quail. Water flowed from the rock at Meribah. God met
their physical needs.

But even with food and water, the people continued to complain. Their hearts remained unsettled. The
wilderness revealed something important: survival is not the same as trust. Material provision alone does not
produce gratitude. It does not automatically open the heart to grace.

As children of God, we also enter the wilderness to meet people. We serve through the food bank. The
Quilting Group carefully makes quilts, and other people lovingly prepare scarves and shawls. These ministries
matter deeply. People may express sincere gratitude for the food and warmth they receive.

But the land that God promised to show Abram was not merely a place of temporary relief. It was a place
shaped by covenant, mercy, and grace—something deeper than momentary thankfulness.

Leaving for Abram and for us means releasing the illusion that we create blessing ourselves. It means
trusting the One who promises to create it. In the wilderness, we do not build blessing—we follow the One who
says, “I will make.”

4. I Will Make

God says to Abram: “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you. I will make your name great, and
you will be a blessing.” (Genesis 12:2)

Notice the repeated phrase: “I will.” God is the actor. Abram does not construct greatness. God grants it.
When we hear “great nation” and “blessing,” we often imagine wealth, influence, strong networks, or visible
success. Later in life, Abram would indeed become wealthy. But at the moment of calling, all that Abram
possessed was security—and God told him to leave it behind.



Why? Because the greatness and blessing God promises are not manufactured by human strength. They
are created directly by God. A great nation, in God’s eyes, is not defined by prestige or resources. It is defined by
trust in what God Himself is building.

God continues: “I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all the families
of the earth will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:3)

The nation and blessing that God creates often do not appear impressive by worldly standards. When Jesus
entered Jerusalem, He rode on a donkey. When He revealed the fullness of His love, it was on a cross. To those
who chase power and prestige, that path can seem weak or foolish.

But God’s way is different. If we trust and follow the work God Himself is creating, He will sustain us
and use us. Those who experience God’s mercy and grace through us may join in blessing. And through that chain
of blessing, even those in the wilderness may encounter God’s grace.

Those who reject God’s way will discover that wealth and fame cannot satisfy the thirst of the soul. The
wilderness exposes what truly sustains life. When Abram heard God’s call, he did not argue or delay. He left
Haran with his nephew Lot. Abram was seventy-five years old. (Genesis 12:4)

We often associate mission and ministry with youthful energy or abundant resources. But Scripture shows
us something deeper: true greatness and blessing come through God’s intervention—and through faithful
obedience. Abram listened. He trusted. He followed. And through that obedience, Abram became a blessing.

5. Conclusion

Sharing God’s mercy and grace as we enter the wilderness is not easy. It can be exhausting. It can feel uncertain.
But we do not create the blessing. God does.

“I will make,” He says. In our obedience, God is at work. In our following, God forms something greater
than we can see. God does not measure us by wealth, fame, influence, or age. He looks at the heart that is turned
toward Him.

If we keep our hearts aligned with God, He will create blessing through our lives. Through simple
obedience, He will shape a people who reflect His mercy.

And through our faithful following, may God’s grace overflow—not only in this church, but throughout
this land. Amen.

Practice (Response)
1. What “security” might God be asking you to loosen your grip on?
2. Where are you trying to “make a name” for yourself instead of trusting God’s “I will make”?

3. How might God want to use your obedience to become a blessing in someone else’s wilderness?
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