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7"‘Please stand as you are able at these places in the services

Lord Reign in Me Praise Band

All The Earth Will Sing Your Praises  Praise Band
Paslor Kift
Lily Lacy

Prelude
Opening Song

Breelings & Church Moment
(call to Worship

LEADER: When our way seems unclear, and we are surrounded by loud and conflicting
voices...

PEOPLE: God will provide.

LEADER: When we, like Abraham, are trying to be faithful and seem to have no good
choices available to us...

PEOPLE: God will provide.

LEADER: When we, like Isaac, are led by those we trust into unjust and harmful
situations...

PEOPLE: God will provide.

LEADER: Family in Christ, we gather today to worship God, who meets us in places of
fear, confusion, and despair.

ALL: We gather to worship God, who provides a way toward abundant life when
no way can be found. Thanks be to God! Amen.

- _=\\\711/
Gathering in Song and Prayer
x* . .
Opening Praver (Unison)

Lily Lacy

Lord, the hearts of all turn to You in hope; and You give them what they need. You
open Your hand and satisfy the hunger and thirst of every living thing. We, too, turn to
You again, longing to be filled— to eat of the Bread of Life, to drink from Your
life-giving streams, to taste Your goodness and live. May the time we spend together
in Your presence nourish our hearts and minds; may it strengthen our relationship with
You, and renew our commitment to live in this world as Your faithful disciples. For You
alone are God, the Source and Sustainer of life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

K~ - .
Song hange My Heart Oh God Praise Band
Scriplure Romans ©:12-28 Lily Lacy
M AN
L: The word, inspired by God, for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God!
%WW
Children’s Message les Lacy

Paslor Kifi

(9] bevond the Allar

Song Who You Say I Am Praise Band
Sharing of Jov's & Concerns
Joys response:
Thanks be to God
Concerns response:
Lord, hear our prayers

Pastoral Prayer followed by The Lord's Praver
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory

x*

Mechanical Monstlers

UMH 94

Musical Offering

. boxology

Offertory Prayer
A\ . \'\\\ . )
Faithful Provider, we bring our gifts with trembling hands and trusting hearts.
Like Abraham on the mountain, we don’t always understand the path ahead,
but we believe in your promise: that you will provide. We offer these gifts, not 3
as bargains or sacrifices to earn your love, but as signs of our trust in you.
Use them, we pray, to bless others—to meet needs, to heal hurts, to build
hope. And as you provide for the world through us, keep us faithful to your
calling, even when the way is unclear. May our giving be our “Here | am,”
ready and willing to serve. In Christ's name, Amen.



Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (140) / Beyond the Altar
Fifth Sunday After Pentecost / Romans 6:12-23 (CEB) / June 28, 2026

Reading (Lectio)
(Romans 6:12) So then, don’t let sin rule your body, so that you do what it wants.

(Romans 6:13) Don’t offer parts of your body to sin, to be used as weapons to do wrong. Instead, present
yourselves to God as people who have been brought back to life from the dead, and offer all the parts of your
body to God to be used as weapons to do right.

(Romans 6:14) Sin will have no power over you, because you aren’t under Law but under grace.
(Romans 6:15) So what? Should we sin because we aren’t under Law but under grace? Absolutely not!

(Romans 6:16) Don’t you know that if you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, that you are slaves of
the one whom you obey? That’s true whether you serve as slaves of sin, which leads to death, or as slaves of the
kind of obedience that leads to righteousness.

(Romans 6:17) But thank God that although you used to be slaves of sin, you gave wholehearted obedience to the
teaching that was handed down to you, which provides a pattern.

(Romans 6:18) Now that you have been set free from sin, you have become slaves of righteousness.

(Romans 6:19) (I’'m speaking with ordinary metaphors because of your limitations.) Once, you offered the parts
of your body to be used as slaves to impurity and to lawless behavior that leads to still more lawless behavior.
Now, you should present the parts of your body as slaves to righteousness, which makes your lives holy.

(Romans 6:20) When you were slaves of sin, you were free from the control of righteousness.

(Romans 6:21) What consequences did you get from doing things that you are now ashamed of? The outcome of
those things is death.

(Romans 6:22) But now that you have been set free from sin and become slaves to God, you have the consequence
of a holy life, and the outcome is eternal life.

(Romans 6:23) The wages that sin pays are death, but God’s gift is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Beyond the Altar

1. Preface

The Annual Conference concluded this past week. Pastors from across the Oregon-Idaho Conference gathered to
reflect on the past year and recommit themselves to serving their congregations in the new appointment year.

During the conference, I found myself reflecting on the past three years we have shared as a congregation.
There were moments of celebration as people gave thanks for the good things happening in churches across our
conference. Conference attendees also joined in celebrating the good things that have taken place in our church.
There were also moments of remembrance. One of the services honored pastors and church members who had
passed away during the past year, including Dick Hohnbaum, a member of our own congregation.



As I reflected on those experiences, I found myself asking what God might be calling us to in the new
appointment year that begins in July. As we stand at the threshold of a new season, what can we dream of? What
can we hope for? And where might God be leading us next?

2. Abraham Offering Isaac

Since Pentecost, we have explored the story of Abraham and examined God's promises. God guided Abraham
every step of the way and eventually gave him a son, Isaac. As they held Isaac in their arms, Abraham and Sarah
must have felt overwhelming joy. They likely imagined watching him grow, raising a family, and carrying God's
promises into the next generation. Yet the final story of Abraham begins with a difficult word from God. God
says to Abraham, "Offer your son Isaac on the altar."

The story concludes happily with Abraham's obedience. Seeing his faith, God stops him from proceeding
with the sacrifice and provides a ram to be offered instead. Yet this story is not easy for us to read. Abraham fully
intended to obey God's command, and from our perspective it can feel deeply troubling. At first glance, it seems
impossible to understand why God would ask such a thing.

Abraham's test was not merely about sacrificing Isaac. It was about where his heart was directed. Would
his life remain centered on God and God's promise, or would it become centered solely on the gift he had received?
As Abraham laid his beloved son on the altar, what did he see beyond it? What enabled him to trust God when
everything seemed to point toward loss and death?

3. Sin

Regarding life and death, Paul begins today's passage with the subject of sin. What is sin? Many people hear the
word "sin" and immediately think of crimes, scandals, or serious moral failures.

In the Bible, sin is more than simply breaking rules. At its heart, sin concerns direction. It describes a life
that is no longer oriented toward God. Just as we attend an orientation when we go to a retreat, Paul prays that
the orientation of our lives would be toward God and urges believers not to let sin rule over them. (v.12)

Paul goes on to urge us not to offer parts of our bodies to sin, but rather to offer ourselves to God. The
word translated as "weapon" in this passage can also mean "instrument" or "tool." Paul's point is that every part
of our lives becomes an instrument of whatever we worship. Our eyes, our lips, our hands, our thoughts, and our
abilities can all be directed either toward God or away from God.

This helps us understand Abraham's test more clearly. Overjoyed at having a child miraculously in his old
age, Abraham likely devoted himself entirely to Isaac as a father. Upon hearing God's command and standing
before the altar, he must have been deeply anguished. Yet he obeyed God, whose presence lay beyond the altar.
His eyes, his lips, his hands, and his heart were ultimately directed toward God rather than toward anything else.

What message does this passage convey to our community? Guided by God's Word, our church
community prays for one another, cares for one another, and shares many heartwarming experiences together.
These are wonderful blessings. Yet if we fail to perceive God, who stands beyond the altar before us, our kindness
and fellowship may become merely pleasant social interaction rather than true Christian community. The eyes of
compassion, the lips of encouragement, and the hands of service within our church must ultimately be directed
toward God, who stands beyond the altar and calls us into His greater purpose.



4. Eternal Life

Even as a new Appointment Year begins next week, many of our practical circumstances will remain unchanged.
Challenges will still arise. Questions will still need answers. Responsibilities will still demand our attention. Yet
if we look to God beyond the altar, He will lead us by His grace into a future that we cannot yet see. Practical
challenges will inevitably confront every church community. However, if we remain under the grace God bestows,
no problem will be able to sever the bond between God and us. (v.14-15)

The same is true in our daily lives. Practical concerns become dangerous when they occupy the place in
our hearts that belongs to God. When we become consumed by them, we risk becoming slaves to what is
temporary. But when we place our hope in God's grace and faithfully follow the path before us, we walk the path
of righteousness. Through God's grace, we are set upon that path, and as we follow His Word, we learn to walk
more faithfully upon it. (v.16-18)

Reality will continue to tempt us, seeking to draw us away from God. We may be tempted to compromise
our integrity, use our lips to speak falsely, allow our eyes to wander toward unhealthy desires, or use our hands in
ways that harm rather than help. Yet when we remember God's grace and continue to pursue righteousness, the
fruit of that life is holiness. (v.19)

It may seem easier to live only for comfort, success, or recognition. Such pursuits may even bring wealth
or honor. Yet none of these things can ultimately sustain us, for they belong only to this present life. The end of a
life centered solely on such things is ultimately death. (v.20-21) However, if we become servants of God and bear
the fruit of a life leading to holiness, our end is by no means death. That end is eternal life. (v.22)

We remembered Dick Hohnbaum during the conference memorial service last week. The Christian faith
does not teach that death had the final word over his life. Rather, because he belonged to Christ, we trust that
beyond the altar of earthly life stands the gift Paul describes here: eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. This
is because a life that refuses to look toward God ultimately ends in death, while the gift of God's grace is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (v.23)

5. Conclusion

There have been many times when I knelt before the altar in this empty church and prayed. I prayed for the
administration of the church. I prayed for the well-being of the congregation. I prayed while preparing sermons
and seeking God's guidance for ministry. During the memorial service at last week's Annual Conference, I also
found myself praying as I looked toward the altar, hoping that the legacy of faith left by those who came before
us would not be forgotten.

As 1 reflected on those prayers, I realized that there were many moments when practical concerns
prevented me from truly fixing my eyes on God, who stands beyond the altar. As a pastor entrusted with caring
for this church, I will continue to do my best to address practical matters in the coming appointment year. At the
same time, | hope that together we will look beyond our immediate circumstances and fix our eyes upon God. I
hope that together we will experience His promises, His guidance, and His grace.

I am convinced that when we do so, the legacy of faith left by those who came before us will continue to
flourish. Our own faith will grow stronger. We will become a church marked by righteousness, a church that
experiences eternal life and maintains an unbroken relationship with God.

As we begin this new Appointment Year, I pray that we never lose sight of one another. May we continue
to have eyes of compassion, lips of encouragement, and hands ready to help. And beyond all these things, may



our eyes, our lips, and our hands remain directed toward the God who stands beyond the altar. As we follow Him,
may His love be shared warmly with all those around us. Amen.

Practice (Response)

1. What "altar" are you facing in your life right now, and how is God inviting you to trust Him beyond what you
can presently see?

2. Are your eyes, lips, and hands primarily directed toward God, or have practical concerns begun to occupy the
place that belongs to Him?

3. How does the promise of eternal life in Christ shape the way you face uncertainty, loss, or change in this season
of life?
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