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Thank you for worshiping with us today!
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7"‘Please stand as you are able aI these places in the services
In The Secret Praise Band
My Life is in You. Lord Praise Band

Pastor Rift
Judie H.

Prelude
Opening Song

Breelings & Church Moment
(call to Worship

LEADER: Today, we gather to join our voices with winds and seas, sunshine and rain,
mountains and grassy plains to worship God, our Creator.

PEOPLE: We gather as children of God, stewards of God’s creation.

LEADER: We gather to join our hearts with creatures who creep and crawl, slither and
squirm, swim and soar, to worship God, our Creator.

PEOPLE: We gather as children of God, stewards of God’s creation.

LEADER: We gather as witnesses of the harm that has been done to God’s creation, to
the groanings of the earth and all the earth’s inhabitants who long for peace and
flourishing.

PEOPLE: We gather as children of God, stewards of God’s creation.

LEADER: Come, let us worship God who strengthens and equips us, guiding us to live
out our faith as good stewards of God’s good creation.

ALL: Come, let us worship God who inspires and empowers us to be stewards of

hoge and redemgtion in a wounded and hurtinﬁ world! Amen.
Gathering in Song and Prayer
* . .
Opening Praver (Unison)

Holy God, we confess that we do not always love our neighbor. We confess that we have despised others,
even to the point of hatred. We confess that we have been hurt by others. We confess that forgiveness
and reconciliation at times are just impossible for us. We know that nothing is impossible in You. We
come to You, seeking healing and wholeness for us. Help us, whenever possible, to live in peace with
others, to seek reconciliation and healing and forgiveness. For Your Son came and lived among us, was
betrayed and denied, abused and put to death. He rose again and came with the message of peace to
those who had denied him and abandoned him. May we walk in
his ways. Amen.

K~ S 5
Song Open the kves of My Heart

Romans 8:12-25 Judie H.

M ANA e

L: The word, inspired by God, for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God!
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Children’s Message les Lacy

Scripture
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Judie H.

Praise Band

Message Wait with Eager [.onging Pastor Kift
Song Mighty (o Save Praise Band

Sharing of Jov's & Concerns
Joys response:
Thanks be to God
Concerns response:
Lord, hear our prayers

Pastoral Prayer followed by The Lord's Praver
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory
* Musical Offering I Walked Today Where Jesus Walked Laurel W.
* Doxology UMH 94
Offertory Prayer 7
N \\\\ . /‘/f]

Compassionate Creator, you formed us from the dust of the earth and
breathed into us life and purpose. In these gifts we return, we offer more than
resources; we offer our hope. Let these gifts, given in trust, be signs of our
partnership in the renewal of all creation. Awaken in us a holy longing, as
deep as the groaning of the earth itself, for justice, healing, and new life. May
our giving participate in your redemption, until the world rejoices in freedom
and glory as your children. We offer this with joy, in the name of Christ our
Redeemer. Amen.



Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (142) / Wait with Eager Longing
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost / Romans 8:12-25 (CEB) / July 19, 2026

Reading (Lectio)

(Romans 8:12) So then, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation, but it isn’t an obligation to ourselves to live
our lives on the basis of selfishness.

(Romans 8:13) If you live on the basis of selfishness, you are going to die. But if by the Spirit you put to death
the actions of the body, you will live.

(Romans 8:14) All who are led by God’s Spirit are God’s sons and daughters.

(Romans 8:15) You didn’t receive a spirit of slavery to lead you back again into fear, but you received a Spirit
that shows you are adopted as his children. With this Spirit, we cry, “Abba, Father.”

(Romans 8:16) The same Spirit agrees with our spirit, that we are God’s children.

(Romans 8:17) But if we are children, we are also heirs. We are God’s heirs and fellow heirs with Christ, if we
really suffer with him so that we can also be glorified with him.

(Romans 8:18) I believe that the present suffering is nothing compared to the coming glory that is going to be
revealed to us.

(Romans 8:19) The whole creation waits breathless with anticipation for the revelation of God’s sons and
daughters.

(Romans 8:20) Creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice—it was the choice of the one who
subjected it—but in the hope

(Romans 8:21) that the creation itself will be set free from slavery to decay and brought into the glorious freedom
of God’s children.

(Romans 8:22) We know that the whole creation is groaning together and suffering labor pains up until now.

(Romans 8:23) And it’s not only the creation. We ourselves who have the Spirit as the first crop of the harvest
also groan inside as we wait to be adopted and for our bodies to be set free.

(Romans 8:24) We were saved in hope. If we see what we hope for, that isn’t hope. Who hopes for what they
already see?

(Romans 8:25) But if we hope for what we don’t see, we wait for it with patience.

Wait with Eager Longing

1. Preface

During my vacation, I traveled to Korea to celebrate my brother's wedding. It was a joyful occasion for our family,
and I am grateful to be back with all of you today.

The trip also gave me precious time with my parents. In Korean culture, many adult children continue
living with their parents until they marry. A wedding, therefore, is not only the beginning of a new family but
also a significant moment of parting for the parents.



Here in the United States, the experience is often different. Many young people leave home when they
begin college or start their careers. While this fosters independence and responsibility, parents still experience a
mixture of pride and longing as they watch their children leave home, eagerly waiting for the next opportunity to
see them again.

As I'said goodbye to my parents at the airport, I saw both love and longing in their eyes. They were already
looking forward to the day we would meet again. In that moment, I realized that waiting is part of every loving
relationship. But what does it mean to wait with hope in our relationship with God?

2. Those Who Are Not Condemned

Two weeks ago, we reflected on Romans chapter 7. There, Paul openly confessed his inner struggle. Although he
delighted in God's law, he found himself unable to do the good he desired and cried out, "Who will rescue me
from this body of death?" His answer came in a single sentence: "Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our
Lord!"

Romans chapter 8 explains why. Paul begins with one of the greatest promises in Scripture: "There is now
no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus." The despair of chapter 7 gives way to the hope of life in the
Holy Spirit. Instead of focusing on the power of sin, Paul now points us to the power of Christ and the Spirit.

Today's passage continues that message by asking a new question: How should God's children live while waiting
for the fulfillment of His promises?

3. Heirs

Paul begins, "Brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it isn't an obligation to ourselves to live our lives
on the basis of selfishness." (Romans 8:12) Notice how he addresses believers. No longer as lawbreakers. No
longer as condemned sinners. But as brothers and sisters. The language of the courtroom has become the
language of family.

Paul continues, "If by the Spirit you put to death the actions of the body, you will live." (v.13) He does
not tell us simply to try harder. He says transformation happens through the Holy Spirit. The Christian life is not
sustained by human determination alone, but by God's grace working within us.

Then Paul makes an extraordinary declaration: "All who are led by God's Spirit are God's sons and
daughters." (v.14) This is the foundation of our identity. The Holy Spirit does more than strengthen us morally.
He assures us that we belong to God as His beloved children.

Paul goes on to say, "You didn't receive a spirit of slavery to lead you back again into fear, but you received
a Spirit that shows you are adopted as his children." (v.15) Two weeks ago, we reflected on freedom during
Independence Day. Today Paul reminds us that true freedom is more than freedom from rules.

It is freedom from the fear that our weakness will separate us from God. Just as a child who stumbles
instinctively cries, "Dad!" knowing a loving parent will come, we also cry, "Abba, Father." God does not reject
us because of our weakness. Through the Holy Spirit, He embraces us and reminds us that we belong to Him.



Unlike chapter 7, where Paul spoke the language of law and condemnation, chapter 8 is filled with the
language of family. The Holy Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are God's children. (v.16) Paul then takes
one more step. If we are God's children, we are also His heirs. (v.17) In the ancient world, children inherited the
privileges and responsibilities of the family. Likewise, through Christ, we inherit God's promises and share in the
glory He has prepared for His children. Yet Paul is realistic.

The path to that inheritance includes suffering. Still, he confidently declares, "The present suffering is
nothing compared to the coming glory that is going to be revealed to us." (v.18) Our present struggles are real.
But they are not the end of the story. Because we already belong to God's family, our future is defined not by
suffering, but by the glorious inheritance our Father has prepared for His children.

4. Everyone's Earnest Wish, Waiting

If an inheritance is more than money or property, what does it ultimately reveal? It reveals a parent's heart for
their children. If we are God's children and heirs, what is the inheritance our Father has prepared for us? It is the
fullness of His salvation—the complete redemption He has promised. It is a future in which fear gives way to
freedom, suffering gives way to glory, and death gives way to life.

Paul says this inheritance is awaited not only by us, but by all creation. "The whole creation waits
breathless with anticipation for the revelation of God's sons and daughters." (v.19) Creation eagerly waits for the
day when God's children will fully become what God intends them to be.

Paul continues, "Creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice... in hope." (v.20) Creation
did not choose its brokenness. Yet even when God allowed creation to share in humanity's fall, He did not abandon
it without purpose. His judgment was never the end of the story.

Like a loving parent who allows a child to experience the consequences of poor choices—not to destroy
the child, but to restore them—God's purpose has always been redemption. He faithfully accompanies His
children through the Holy Spirit until His saving work is complete.

Paul continues, "...the creation itself will be set free from slavery to decay and brought into the glorious
freedom of God's children." (v.21) God's salvation is never limited to individuals. He plans to renew the whole
creation. Then Paul gives us one of the Bible's most beautiful images: "The whole creation has been groaning
together and suffering labor pains until now." (v.22)

Notice that Paul compares creation's suffering not to death, but to childbirth. Labor pains are painful. But
they are also filled with hope because they lead to new life. Creation groans because God is bringing forth a new
creation.

Paul then adds, "Not only creation, but we ourselves... also groan inside as we wait." (v.23) Even those
who have received the Holy Spirit continue to experience weakness, suffering, and longing. Why? Because we
are waiting for the complete fulfillment of what God has already begun. We already belong to God's family. We
have already been adopted as His children. Yet we still wait for the day when our bodies, our lives, and all creation
will be fully redeemed.

Paul therefore says, "We were saved in hope." (v.24) Hope always looks toward something we cannot yet
see. If everything had already been fulfilled, hope would no longer be necessary. So Paul concludes, "If we hope
for what we don't see, we wait for it with patience." (v.25) Christian waiting is not passive resignation. It is patient
confidence. We do not wait to become God's children. We wait because we already are God's children.



5. Conclusion

As I reflected on my recent trip to Korea, I realized how much traveling involves waiting. Flights are delayed.
Immigration lines are long. Luggage takes time to arrive. There is much that we cannot control. Yet through every
part of the journey, my family kept telling me, "No matter what time you arrive, we'll be waiting for you." Because
we are family, I never doubted that someone would be there to welcome me home.

That experience reminded me of today's Scripture. None of us knows when God's work of redemption
will reach its glorious completion. We cannot see the end of our waiting. But we do know this: We do not wait
alone. The Holy Spirit walks with us. Our heavenly Father has already adopted us as His children. And all creation
eagerly longs for the day when God's promises will be fully revealed. In every loving family, waiting looks
forward to reunion.

Likewise, our Christian hope is not simply waiting for time to pass. It is the joyful expectation of the day
when God will complete His work, renew all creation, and welcome His children into the glorious inheritance He
has prepared for them.

Until that day, may our church become more than a place where we simply gather for worship. May we
become a true spiritual family—encouraging one another, carrying one another's burdens, and patiently walking
together in hope. And as we wait with eager longing, may God's love sustain us, may His Spirit strengthen us,
and may we joyfully anticipate the glorious future our Father has promised all His children.

Practice (Response)

1. When you face uncertainty or suffering, do you see yourself as someone trying to earn God's love, or as God's
beloved child waiting in hope?

2. What are you waiting for in your life today? How does God's promise of our future inheritance give you hope
and patience as you wait?

3. Paul reminds us that we do not wait alone. How can our church become a true spiritual family that encourages
and supports one another as we wait with eager longing for God's promises to be fulfilled?
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