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Closing Song  He I.eadeth Me: O Blessed Thought ~ UMH # 128
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Thank you for worshiping with us today!
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following worship service.
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*Please stand as you are able at these places in the services

Prelude Open My Eves, That I May See
Precious Lord, Take My Hand UMH #4774
Greelings & hurch Moment Pastor Kift

‘Call to Worship Hazel T.

UMH 464

LEADER: Beloved, the journey of grace takes us to still waters, the valley of the shadow of

death, even to tables surrounded by our enemies.

PEOPLE: We gather to worship God, our Shepherd, who guides us on the journey.

LEADER: The journey of grace points us toward the Light so that we may bear the fruit of

the Light in all that we do.

PEOPLE: We gather to be formed by grace so that our lives may bear the fruit of all

that is good and right and true.

LEADER: The journey of grace calls us to pay attention, to discern what is pleasing to

God.

PEOPLE: We gather to listen to the Spirit, who empowers us to go from this place to
ork together to do what is pleasing to God.

LEADER: Come, let us worship God who provides, inspires, and empowers us on the

journey of grace.

ALL: Come, let us worship God as we journey in grace together! Amen.

Gather ing in %on@ and PI“’\’@I

‘Opening Praver (Unison) Hazel T.

L oving Shepherd, you know our names; you care for us. When
we face darkness and death, journey alongside us. When we
hunger for your love, fill us with your presence. When we are

fearful, feed us at your table. May we dwell in the house of
goodness and mercy all the days of our lives. Amen.

Song UNH #1583

Scripture Psalms 28:1-6 Hazel T.
M AMNA =

L: The word, inspired by God, for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God!

B R

The Ring of Love My Shepherd Is

Children’s Message

les Lacy

Message amazing Grace Pastor Kift

Worship Son ng &mazing Grace Pastor Kift
Sharing of Joy's & (Concerns

Joys response:
Thanks be to God
Concerns response:
Lord, hear our prayers
Pastoral Prayer followed by The Lord’s Prayer Pastor Kift

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory Pastor Riff
Offertory Song Thy Will Be Done. RCL Choir
‘Doxology UMH 95

Offertory Praver:
\ A 7
Radiant Shepherd, you walk beside us through valleys and over
mountaintops, guiding us with grace and guarding us with love.
In your presence, we lack nothing that truly matters. Even in a
world clouded by shadows, your light shines through—inviting
us to live as children of the day. Receive these gifts, O God, as 7
signs of our desire to walk in your ways, to live as your people,?
and to shine with the goodness, justice, and truth that reflect
your image. Let our giving be more than ritual; let it be an act
of trust, a response to your faithfulness, and a testimony of ?
your light at work in us. In Christ’s holy name, we pray, Amen.
(Psalm 23, Ephesians 5:8-14)
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Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (128) / Amazing Grace
Fourth Sunday in Lent / Psalm 23:1-6 (CEB) / March 15, 2026

Reading (Lectio)

(Psalm 23:1) The Lord is my shepherd. I lack nothing.

(Psalm 23:2) He lets me rest in grassy meadows; he leads me to restful waters;

(Psalm 23:3) he keeps me alive. He guides me in proper paths for the sake of his good name.

(Psalm 23:4) Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no danger because you are with me. Your rod
and your staff—they protect me.

(Psalm 23:5) You set a table for me right in front of my enemies. You bathe my head in oil; my cup is so full it
spills over!

(Psalm 23:6) Yes, goodness and faithful love will pursue me all the days of my life, and I will live in the Lord’s
house as long as I live.

Amazing Grace

1. Preface

Amazing Grace is one of the most famous hymns in the world. The lyrics were written by John Newton, a former
slave trader who later repented of his past and became a Christian pastor. Through this hymn, he confessed the
grace of God that had transformed his life.

Because the words of this hymn speak about repentance, forgiveness, and hope, people throughout history
have sung it in times of suffering and struggle. Many who opposed war or injustice sang this hymn as an
expression of their faith.

Even today, many nations around the world are experiencing war. People lose their homes, their families,
and sometimes even their lives. Those who suffer because of war, and those who long for peace, sometimes sing
this hymn with desperate hearts.

And in those desperate moments, a question often arises in their hearts: Does God hear our voices?
Where is God when we are suffering?

2. Trail of Tears

The Cherokee people once lived in the region that is now Georgia. In the nineteenth century they were forced to
leave their homeland because of the Indian Removal Act.

They were forced to travel nearly 974 miles to what is now Oklahoma. The journey took place during the
cold winter months, and thousands of people died along the way. This tragic journey is known as the Trail of
Tears.



Before this tragedy, missionaries from several Christian denominations had worked among the Cherokee
people. Among them was Samuel Worcester, who helped translate Christian hymns and parts of the Bible into
the Cherokee language.

Through this work, many Cherokee people encountered the Christian faith and began to worship God in
their own language. One of the hymns they loved most was Amazing Grace.

During the long and painful journey of the Trail of Tears, they sometimes sang this hymn as a funeral
song when a loved one died along the road.

One translated verse expresses their faith like this: “I am blessed, my soul is happy. For the Great Spirit
is with me. Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil.”

Imagine that moment. They were not standing in green pastures. They were walking through the valley of
death. And yet they sang, “I will fear no evil.” Why? Because they believed that God was with them.

The Cherokee people who sang this song understood something very important about faith: Faith does not
mean that the valley disappears. Faith means that God walks with us through the valley.

3. The Lord is My Shepherd

David, who wrote today’s scripture as a poem, begins with these words: “The Lord is my shepherd; I lack nothing.”
(Psalm 23:1)

In the ancient Near East, kings were often described as shepherds of their people. Even today, we
sometimes speak of pastors as shepherds of a church, or leaders as shepherds of a nation.

David himself had once been a shepherd before he became king. Yet in this psalm, he makes an important
confession: the one who truly shepherds his life is God.

David says he lacks nothing. Not because he is a powerful king, but because he lives in a relationship of
trust with God. His strength does not come from his position or authority. His strength comes from God, who
guides him.

So where does God, our Shepherd, lead us? The psalm says that God leads us to green pastures and still
waters (v.2). In the climate of ancient Israel, green pastures were rare and precious because grass grew only during
certain seasons. Sheep also struggled to drink from fast-moving streams. Because of this, shepherds carefully
guided their flocks to quiet waters where they could safely drink.

For this reason, the green pastures and still waters in this psalm represent God’s careful guidance. God
does not simply provide survival. God also provides rest.

Sometimes human leaders who see themselves as shepherds seek power to lead others. In their pursuit of
power, they may expect others to sacrifice and suffer to achieve their goals. But God, our true Shepherd, leads us
differently.

God does not demand our suffering to accomplish God’s will. Instead, God walks with us in our suffering
and brings restoration. That is why the psalm says that God restores our lives and leads us in the right paths for
the sake of His name (v.3).



4. God is with Us

From verse 4 onward, the scene changes. The peaceful pasture suddenly gives way to danger. We begin walking
through the darkest valley. Even today, many people around the world walk through valleys like this because of
war, injustice, and suffering.

Psalm 23 does not promise that danger will disappear. Instead, it gives us another promise: “You are with
me.” Something interesting happens in this verse. Up to this point, the psalmist speaks about God as “He.” But
when the valley appears, he begins to speak directly to God: “You are with me.” Because the Lord is with us, we
do not need to be afraid. Even in the midst of danger, we continue to live as children of God. Faith does not
eliminate suffering. Faith changes how we walk through suffering.

The valley of death and the enemies before us may not disappear. Yet the psalm tells us something
surprising. The Lord prepares a table for us in the presence of our enemies. He anoints our heads with oil, and our
cup overflows (v.5).

Enemies try to destroy our dignity and our sense of worth. But when God prepares a table for us in front
of them, it becomes a public sign that our honor is restored and that we are supported by God. The overflowing
cup is a symbol of God’s generosity.

The psalm does not say that enemies disappear. Instead, God gives us dignity and blessing even in the
midst of opposition. War destroys the dignity of life. Human power may demand sacrifice and suffering. But
God's goodness and mercy will pursue us all the days of our lives (v.6).

The Hebrew word translated “pursue” is very strong. It often describes chasing an enemy. Yet in this
psalm, it is God’s goodness and mercy that pursue us. Because God’s love actively seeks us and follows us, we
will dwell in the house of the Lord all our lives.

5. Conclusion

Even as they walked through the valley of death under injustice and suffering, the Cherokee people never lost
their faith that God was with them. Their suffering did not destroy their faith. Because human greed and power
can never break the will of God, who created them and called them His children.

In our lives as well, we may encounter people who try to act as shepherds over us, demanding sacrifice
and suffering. But God, our true Shepherd, leads us differently.

God leads us to restoration and rest. The restoration and rest that God provides sustain our lives, and no
pressure from others can destroy the dignity we have as children of God. Even though the journey through the
valley is unavoidable in our lives, we do not need to be afraid. Because our Shepherd walks with us.

And this is the promise of Psalm 23: The valley may not disappear. But we will never walk through it
alone. As a pastor, I am also not afraid. I trust that God will lead our church, even through the darkest valleys.

May our prayers, grounded in this faith, reach those who need God's restoration and rest. And may our
praise, confessing that God is with us, reach those who are walking through valleys of suffering—so that God’s
Spirit may comfort them and be truly present with them. Amen.



Practice (Response)
1. What valley am I walking through right now?
2. Whose voice am I following as my shepherd?

3. How am I walking alongside others in their valleys?
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