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kPIease stand as you are able at these places in the services

Prelude Glorious Day Praise band
Opening Song I'Will Wit for You Praise Band
Greelings & ¢hurch Moment Pastor Kift
*@all o Wor ship Lily fs.

ren of God, some of us come today with songs of joy, rejoicin
at all God has done for us.

PEOPLE: We come to remember God’s steadfast love and faithfulness.
LEADER: Some of us come today with songs of mourning in our hearts, feeling
the weight of loss, isolation, and loneliness.

PEOPLE: We come to remember God’s steadfast love and faithfulness.
LEADER: Some of us come today with songs of worry and distress,
overwhelmed by the troubles and the sufferings of the world.

PEOPLE: We come to remember God’s steadfast love and faithfulness.
LEADER: In our joy, our sorrow, our isolation, and our worry, God is faithful!
ALL: We come to sing God’s praises, for in all things, God’s steadfast
love and faithfulness never fail. Thanks be to God! Amen.

Gathering in Song and Prayer
“Opening Praver (Unison) Jeffery H.

Liberating God, we seek your journey. With parted waters, set us
free. With cloud and fire, guide us. With gushing waters, quench
our thirst. With food from heaven, feed us. Draw us out with joy

and singing, that we might know your ways.

Amen.
x p = 3
Song As We Galher Praise Band
(&)
Scripture Genesis 87:1-4.12-28 Lily L.

M ANA e

L: The word, inspired by God, for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God!

B R

Children’s Message les Lac

\ESSEc \\V'hen We Cannot Remember Alone SO

DIRT= o
Song Yet Not I but Through ¢hrist in Me Praise band

Sharing of Jov's & Concerns
Joys response:
Thanks be to God
Concerns response:
Lord, hear our prayers

Pastoral Prayer followed by The Lord's Praver
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory
* Musical Offering TBD Choir
* Doxology UMH 94

Offertory Prayer \J /J\
77 | \
Faithful God, we lift our voices and our gifts |n grateful memory of your
saving work. You call us to sing of your goodness and to remember your »
wonders, even when the way forward is hidden from view. As Joseph was
used for life in a time of scarcity, so use these offerings for hope and
healing in a hungry world. Make us instruments of your purpose—seeds of
justice, salt of compassion, and signs of your steadfast love. Receive
what we bring as praise made tangible, and send us out as a people who
remember, who trust, and who sing of your deliverance in every season.
Amen.



Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (145) / When We Cannot Remember Alone
Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost / Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 (CEB) / August 9, 2026

Reading (Lectio)
(Genesis 37:1) Jacob lived in the land of Canaan where his father was an immigrant.

(Genesis 37:2) This is the account of Jacob’s descendants. Joseph was 17 years old and tended the flock with his
brothers. While he was helping the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives, Joseph told their father
unflattering things about them.

(Genesis 37:3) Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons because he was born when Jacob was
old. Jacob had made for him a long robe.

(Genesis 37:4) When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of his brothers, they hated him
and couldn’t even talk nicely to him.

(Genesis 37:12) Joseph’s brothers went to tend their father’s flocks near Shechem.

(Genesis 37:13) Israel said to Joseph, “Aren’t your brothers tending the sheep near Shechem? Come, I’ll send
you to them.” And he said, “I’m ready.”

(Genesis 37:14) Jacob said to him, “Go! Find out how your brothers are and how the flock is, and report back to
me.” So Jacob sent him from the Hebron Valley. When he approached Shechem,

(Genesis 37:15) a man found him wandering in the field and asked him, “What are you looking for?”
(Genesis 37:16) Joseph said, “I’m looking for my brothers. Tell me, where are they tending the sheep?”

(Genesis 37:17) The man said, “They left here. I heard them saying, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.”” So Joseph went after
his brothers and found them in Dothan.

(Genesis 37:18) They saw Joseph in the distance before he got close to them, and they plotted to kill him.
(Genesis 37:19) The brothers said to each other, “Here comes the big dreamer.

(Genesis 37:20) Come on now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of the cisterns, and we’ll say a wild animal
devoured him. Then we will see what becomes of his dreams!”

(Genesis 37:21) When Reuben heard what they said, he saved him from them, telling them, “Let’s not take his
life.”

(Genesis 37:22) Reuben said to them, “Don’t spill his blood! Throw him into this desert cistern, but don’t lay a
hand on him.” He intended to save Joseph from them and take him back to his father.

(Genesis 37:23) When Joseph reached his brothers, they stripped off Joseph’s long robe,
(Genesis 37:24) took him, and threw him into the cistern, an empty cistern with no water in it.

(Genesis 37:25) When they sat down to eat, they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead,
with camels carrying sweet resin, medicinal resin, and fragrant resin on their way down to Egypt.

(Genesis 37:26) Judah said to his brothers, “What do we gain if we kill our brother and hide his blood?

(Genesis 37:27) Come on, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites. Let’s not harm him because he’s our brother; he’s
family.” His brothers agreed.



(Genesis 37:28) When some Midianite traders passed by, they pulled Joseph up out of the cistern. They sold him
to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver, and they brought Joseph to Egypt.

When We Cannot Remember Alone

1. Preface

God loves us. God heals us. God is with us. These are truths we often hear at church. Yet there are times when
they do not quite reach our hearts. When our hearts are troubled, messages about God’s love and faithfulness can
even make us uncomfortable. Does that mean something is wrong with our faith? Or is there something that all
of us need to examine?

2. God's Silence

Joseph is well known even among people who rarely attend church. Because we know how his story ends, we
often interpret every hardship as another step toward God’s good purpose. Yet one surprising feature of today’s
passage is how little God seems to say.

Throughout Genesis 37, God never speaks directly. God does not explain what is happening to Joseph,
and God does not visibly intervene.

For those who suffer, God does not always explain divine love or reveal how healing will come.
Sometimes God simply remains present.

Telling someone in fresh grief, “God has a purpose for this,” may be intended as comfort. But if we say it
too quickly, it may sound as though God desired the wound.

Therefore, just as Scripture does not rush to explain Joseph’s suffering, the church should not force
meaning too early. Sometimes our calling is not to explain, but simply to remain present.

Likewise, when God’s Word fails to resonate with us, or when we experience spiritual emptiness, we
should not immediately assume that our faith is deficient. God’s silence is not God’s absence.

3. A Long Robe

Jacob lived in Canaan, where his father Isaac had lived as an immigrant. They had come to the land God had
promised, yet they still lived within a promise not completely fulfilled. (Genesis 37:1)

Joseph was seventeen years old. Jacob loved him more than his other sons and made him a long robe as a
visible expression of his special affection. (vv.2-3)

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father loved him more, they hated him and could not even speak
peacefully to him. (v.4)



Jacob knew what it meant to live in a family marked by favoritism. His father, Isaac, had favored Esau,
while his mother, Rebekah, had favored Jacob. One might expect that painful experience to make Jacob
determined never to repeat it. Yet without realizing it, he passed the same wound to the next generation. The hurt
he carried became, in a different form, the hurt he inflicted.

God did not speak as Jacob’s favoritism deepened the conflict. But silence did not remove responsibility.
Jacob remained responsible for how he expressed his love, and his sons remained responsible for what they did
with their resentment.

Before Joseph was ever thrown into a pit, this family had already lost the ability to speak peaceably with
one another. The same thing can happen in families and churches. We may appear to be functioning well while
grievances remain unspoken. Healthy relationships require space to speak honestly and listen with grace.

4. The Pit

Jacob sent Joseph to check on his brothers. After searching for them, Joseph found them near Dothan. (vv.12-17)
When they saw him approaching from a distance, they plotted to kill him. What began with Jacob’s favoritism
had grown into murderous hatred. Jacob helped create the division, but the brothers remained responsible for
what they chose to do with their pain. (vv.18-20)

Reuben persuaded them not to kill Joseph immediately. Instead, he suggested throwing him into an empty
cistern, intending to rescue him later. The brothers seized Joseph, stripped him of the long robe his father had
given him, and threw him into the pit. (vv.21-24)

By stripping away the robe, the brothers attacked the identity they resented. Joseph lost his status, his
freedom, his place in the family, and any ability to control what happened next. And still, God said nothing.

5. The Journey Begins

A caravan passed on its way to Egypt. Judah said, “What do we gain if we kill our brother and hide his blood? He
is our brother and our own flesh. Let us sell him instead.” (vv.25-27)

Judah presented this as mercy. Yet selling Joseph into slavery was profound harm. The brothers avoided
murder while still removing Joseph from their lives. They sold him and watched as the merchants carried him
away to Egypt. (v.28)

Joseph’s journey did not end there. After years of slavery, false accusation, and imprisonment, he became
Pharaoh’s second-in-command and helped preserve many lives during the famine. Because we know the ending,
we may be tempted to conclude, “No matter how difficult life becomes, God always has a plan.” That confession
contains truth. But if we say it too quickly, we may fail to hear the silence of Genesis 37.

God does not explain the robe to Jacob. God does not interrupt the brothers’ resentment. God does not tell
Joseph, while he is lying in the pit, how his suffering will one day be used. Joseph does not yet have the testimony
of Psalm 105. He does not know that future generations will sing, “God sent a man ahead of them—Joseph.”
From Joseph’s perspective, he was not being sent ahead. He was being sold and carried away.

Genesis tells us what Joseph and his brothers did. Psalm 105 tells us what the worshiping community
eventually learned to remember. Joseph could not sing that psalm from the pit. Generations later, God’s people
sang it for him. That is one of the gifts of worship.



There are times when we pray but receive no clear answer, carrying questions that no sermon can resolve.
What if, in those moments, the church did not rush to explain, but learned to share the silence together? We may
not know why something happened or what will happen next. But we can listen, remember the joys and concerns
entrusted to us, pray, and stay beside those who cannot yet find words of hope.

When we cannot remember God’s faithfulness by ourselves, God gives us a community, a sacred story,
and practices of worship that remember for us. How do we remember God’s faithfulness when the present moment
feels like a pit?

We remember through Scripture. We remember through the community that carries us. We remember
through prayer, praise, offering, Communion, and other embodied acts of worship. Sometimes we remember
simply by refusing to declare that this painful chapter is the final chapter.

Biblical remembrance does not always provide the explanation we are missing. It gives us the courage to
live faithfully without one.

Faith does not always mean understanding the present. Sometimes faith means allowing the present to
remain unfinished while trusting that God has not abandoned the story.

6. Conclusion

Although I am a pastor, there are times when I cannot easily escape the anxiety of facing an uncertain future as
an immigrant.

In my relationships, I have sometimes carried resentment rather than speaking honestly. There have also
been moments when the demands of church administration became so urgent that I paid more attention to tasks
than to the people those responsibilities were meant to serve.

At such times, I find myself forgetting God’s grace. But being with all of you helps me remember it again.
Through your prayers, stories, presence, and faithfulness, I am reminded that I do not walk this journey alone.

When we face God’s silence alone, we can become vulnerable to fear, resentment, and despair. But [ pray
that Keizer Clear Lake will become a community that enters that silence together.

May we not rush to explain every wound. May we create room to speak honestly about our struggles and
unanswered questions. May we remember those who cannot presently remember for themselves. May we lift one
another in prayer and carry one another until we can sing again. And when one of us finds ourselves in a pit and
cannot yet see the next chapter, may this church stand nearby and faithfully say: “Your pain is real. Your questions
are welcome. You are not alone. And this is not the end of your story.”

May we become that kind of spiritual family—standing together, remembering together, and carrying one
another in the grace of God. Amen.

Practice (Response)

1. When have you experienced a season when God seemed silent? What helped you recognize that God’s silence
did not necessarily mean God’s absence?



2. Who has helped you remember God’s faithfulness when you could not remember it on your own? How might
you become that person for someone else?

3. How can our church become a community that does not rush to explain another person’s pain, but instead
listens, prays, and stays beside them until they can sing again?
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