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kPIease stand as you are able at these places in the services

Prelude Freely. Freely UMNH 889
Opening Song The Gift of Love UMH 408

61 eelings 6 Church Moment Pastor Kifl

*@all (0 Wor ship Linda L.
EEXDER Come, peop|e Oi Goa, Irom every p|ace ana every
story.

PEOPLE: We come trusting in the mercy of God.

LEADER: Christ welcomes those who seek him with humble and
faithful hearts.

PEOPLE: We come with our joys, our burdens, our hopes,
and our needs.

LEADER: How good and pleasant it is when God'’s people dwell
together in unity!

ALL: Togetheri let us open our hearts and worshig the Lord!
Gathering in Song and Prayer
“Opening Praver (Unison) Linda 1.

Gracious and welcoming God, you gather us together as one family in Christ. Open our hearts
today that we may hear your Word with humility and respond with faith. When we misunderstand
your ways, give us wisdom. When we feel discouraged, give us courage to keep seeking you.
Teach us to recognize your grace in unexpected people and places, and help us welcome one
another as you have welcomed us. May our worship draw us closer to you and to one another, so
that our lives may reflect your mercy and love. In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.
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Song Jesus, Jesus UMH 452
Scripture Malthew 18:21-28 Linda 1.
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L: The word, inspired by God, for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God!
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Children’s Message

Pastor Kift
Pastor Rift

Message The Faith Jesus Cannolt Ignore

Song Your Grace is Enough

Sharing of Jov's & Concerns
Joys response:
Thanks be to God
Concerns response:
Lord, hear our prayers

Pastoral Prayer followed by The Lord's Praver
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory
* Musical Offering Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land Alex C.
* Doxology UMH 94

Offertory Prayer

= \\J/L\

Generous God, every good gift comes from your gracious hand. We
thank you for the blessings we receive, both great and small. As we 7
offer these gifts, teach us to offer ourselves with the same humility
and trust shown by the Canaanite woman. Use what we bring to \
welcome the stranger, care for those in need, strengthen our
community, and share the abundant grace of Christ with all. May
these gifts become signs of your love and instruments of your
mercy in the world. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.



Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (146) / The Faith Jesus Cannot Ignore
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost / Matthew 15:21-28 (CEB) / August 16, 2026

Reading (Lectio)
(Matthew 15:21) From there, Jesus went to the regions of Tyre and Sidon.

(Matthew 15:22) A Canaanite woman from those territories came out and shouted, “Show me mercy, Son of David.
My daughter is suffering terribly from demon possession.”

(Matthew 15:23) But he didn’t respond to her at all. His disciples came and urged him, “Send her away; she keeps
shouting out after us.”

(Matthew 15:24) Jesus replied, “I’ve been sent only to the lost sheep, the people of Israel.”

(Matthew 15:25) But she knelt before him and said, “Lord, help me.”

(Matthew 15:26) He replied, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and toss it to dogs.”

(Matthew 15:27) She said, “Yes, Lord. But even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall off their masters’ table.”

(Matthew 15:28) Jesus answered, “Woman, you have great faith. It will be just as you wish.” And right then her
daughter was healed.

The Faith Jesus Cannot Ignore

1. Preface

We share our lives with the people we love. In the process of loving one another, we experience moments of joy,
but also times of disappointment, sadness, and even anger. Yet as we continue to walk together through every
season, our relationships grow deeper.

Our relationship with God is much the same. The Bible is filled with the message of God's grace, and
every one of those promises is true. Yet there are times—perhaps more often than we would like—when those
truths do not fully reach our hearts. When our hearts are troubled or our minds are restless, even hearing about
God's love and faithfulness can feel difficult.

Why is that? If God's Word is always true, why do we sometimes struggle to receive it? The answer is
that a relationship with God is never one-sided. God continually reaches out to us, but a genuine relationship with
Him also requires a heart that responds. Today's passage invites us to ask an important question: What kind of
faith creates a genuine spiritual connection with Jesus?

2. Jesus's Disputes

At first glance, today's passage is difficult to understand. Jesus appears to refer to the woman seeking His help as
a "dog," and He says that His mission is first to the people of Israel. Why would Jesus respond to her this way?
To answer that question, we need to look at the passage immediately before today's reading.



There, Jesus is engaged in a dispute with the Pharisees and the teachers of the law over their traditions
(Matthew 15:3). They criticize Jesus because His disciples do not follow their traditions, while Jesus rebukes
them for setting aside God's commandments in order to preserve those traditions. He even calls them hypocrites
(v. 7).

Throughout Matthew's Gospel, whenever Jesus debates the Pharisees, He clearly reveals God's will. Yet
they repeatedly refuse to accept His teaching. Even the disciples, seeing how offended the Pharisees become, fail
to grasp what Jesus is trying to teach.

Jesus then gives one of the most important lessons in this chapter. True purity is not determined by outward
customs or religious traditions. It is the heart that matters before God. What does this teach us?

It reminds us that even if Jesus Himself were standing before us, faithfully proclaiming God's truth,
receiving His words would still depend on the condition of our hearts. Simply hearing Jesus is not enough. A
genuine relationship with Him begins when our hearts are willing to respond in faith.

Matthew immediately illustrates this truth by introducing someone the religious leaders would have
considered an outsider. Surprisingly, she becomes the very person who demonstrates the kind of heart Jesus has
just been describing.

3. A Canaanite Woman

Jesus tells His disciples that the Pharisees are like plants not planted by God that will be uprooted, and that if the
blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit (vv. 13—14). Immediately after this warning, Matthew introduces a
woman whose faith stands in remarkable contrast to theirs.

After finishing His debate with the Pharisees, Jesus traveled to the region of Tyre and Sidon (v. 21). These
were Gentile cities associated with the worship of foreign gods, and throughout the Old Testament the prophets
repeatedly pronounced judgment against Tyre. Jesus' journey there already signals that something unexpected is
about to happen.

A Canaanite woman from that region came out and cried to Him, "Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David!
My daughter is suffering terribly from demon possession" (v. 22). Matthew deliberately calls her a Canaanite,
reviving the name of Israel's ancient enemies. Yet the irony is striking. While many of Israel's religious leaders
rejected Jesus, this Gentile woman addressed Him as both "Lord" and "Son of David," recognizing Him with a
title of Israel's promised Messiah.

Jesus did not answer her at first. Then the disciples came to Him and said, "Send her away! She keeps
shouting after us" (v. 23). Perhaps they thought they were protecting Jesus from another interruption. Yet in doing
so, they failed to recognize the faith standing right before them.

Jesus finally spoke: "I've been sent only to the lost sheep, the people of Israel" (v. 24). These words seem
surprising. Jesus has just confronted the religious leaders for misunderstanding God's heart, and now He appears
to speak in terms they themselves would have understood. As throughout His ministry, Jesus allows the
conversation to unfold so that the true condition of each person's heart becomes visible. Notice how everyone in
this chapter responds differently to Jesus. The Pharisees reject His words. The disciples misunderstand them. But
the woman responds with humility and unwavering trust.



4. Great Faith

How does the woman respond? She does not leave. Instead, she comes closer. She kneels before Jesus and simply
says, "Lord, help me" (v. 25). Only three words remain. Nothing is left except complete dependence.

Jesus then says, "It isn't right to take the children's bread and toss it to dogs" (v. 26). In this metaphor, the
children represent Israel, the bread symbolizes God's saving blessings, and the dogs represent the Gentiles.
Regardless of the historical meaning, His words sound painfully harsh.

Yet the woman's response is astonishing. "Yes, Lord. But even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their
master's table" (v. 27). Unlike the Pharisees, she does not argue with Jesus. Unlike the disciples, she does not
misunderstand Him. She receives His words with humility. She makes no demands, claims no rights, and argues
no case for herself. Instead, she trusts that even a crumb of God's grace is enough.

This is what makes her faith so remarkable. She believes that God's mercy is so abundant that even the
smallest portion is sufficient. Then Jesus declares before everyone, "Woman, you have great faith. It will be just
as you wish" (v. 28). At that very moment, her daughter is healed.

This is the climax of the story. Jesus has spent the previous passage teaching that what matters before God
is the heart. Now Matthew shows us what such a heart looks like. The Pharisees possessed religious knowledge
but resisted God's truth. The disciples walked with Jesus but still failed to understand His heart. Yet this Canaanite
woman, who possessed none of Israel's religious privileges, approached Jesus with humility, perseverance, and
complete trust.

A beautiful spiritual connection was formed—not because she understood everything, but because she
entrusted herself completely to Him. The same invitation remains for us today.

We can spend years studying Scripture and listening to sermons, yet still keep our hearts at a distance from
God. Knowledge alone cannot create intimacy with Christ. But when we come before Him with humility,
obedience, and gratitude—even if our faith feels as small as a crumb—we discover that He never turns away
those who sincerely seek Him. That is the kind of faith Jesus cannot ignore.

5. Conclusion

Every meaningful relationship is shaped over time. Even with the people we love most, there are moments of
misunderstanding, disappointment, and silence. Yet when we continue to walk together with humility, respect,
and gratitude, our relationships grow stronger. We begin to appreciate even the smallest acts of kindness, and our
hearts become more closely connected.

Our relationship with God grows in much the same way. The Canaanite woman did not receive an
immediate answer. She encountered silence. She heard difficult words that many people would have taken as
rejection. Yet she refused to let go—not because she believed she deserved God's blessing, but because she trusted
in God's mercy. Even a crumb from the Master's table, she believed, would be enough.

That humble trust became the bridge that connected her heart with the heart of Christ. Matthew 15 reminds
us that everyone responds differently to Jesus. The Pharisees heard His teaching but rejected it. The disciples
stayed close to Him but still misunderstood Him. The Canaanite woman, however, responded with humility,
obedience, and unwavering trust. She became the very example of the kind of faith Jesus had been teaching about
all along.



The same question is before us today. How are we responding to Jesus? Are we merely listening to His
words, or are we allowing His words to shape our hearts? Do we approach Him believing we deserve His blessings,
or do we come with gratitude for even the smallest evidence of His grace?

As a church family, I pray that we become people who cannot simply overlook one another. May we listen
carefully to God's gentle prompting to encourage, serve, forgive, and care for each other. May we never
underestimate the value of small acts of faithfulness, for God often uses those small acts to build deep and lasting
relationships.

And above all, may we become a community whose faith is marked by humility, gratitude, and
wholehearted trust—a faith so genuine that, whenever Jesus passes by, He cannot simply walk on without
stopping. May ours be the kind of faith that Jesus cannot ignore. Amen.

Practice (Response)
1. How have I been responding to Jesus' words lately—with resistance, misunderstanding, or humble trust?

2. Is my relationship with Christ built mainly on knowledge about Him, or on a heart that responds to Him in faith
and obedience?

3. What is one small step of gratitude or obedience God may be inviting me to take this week?
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