Opening # Please stand as you are able at these places in the services

3
Prelude Seek Ye First UMH #405
Holy, Holy, Holy UMH #64
*Call to Worship Laurel Wells

Call to Worship —
EXS LEADER: In times of busyness and stress when we feel
surrounded by challenges on all sides...
PEOPLE: We gather to learn to strive side by side with
one mind for the faith of the gospel.
LEADER: In times of joy and rest when we feel the goodness of
God'’s provision and abundance deep in our bones...
PEOPLE: We gather to learn to strive side by side with
one mind for the faith of the gospel.
LEADER: In times of conflict and distress when we feel just how
hard it is to live in unity together...
PEOPLE: We gather to learn to strive side by side with
one mind for the faith of the gospel.
LEADER: Disciples of Christ, come, let us worship God who
empowers us to press on...
ALL: As we learn to strive side by side with one mind for
the faith of the gospel.

Opening Prayer (Unison) Laurel Wells

::% Mighty God, we enter your presence with thanksgiving and
hope. You have formed us as your people. You join us on the
Jjourney of life through valleys, upon mountains, and on the
plains. We set our attention and seek your wisdom,
encouragement, and grace. Reveal your will and display your
glory among your people as we worship your holy name. Amen.

Song God of the Sparrow UMH #122

Scripture Philippians 1:21-30 Laurel Wells
L: The word, inspired by God, for the people of
God. C: Thanks be to God!

Children’s Message Tes Lacy

Message Striving Side by Side  Rev. Hyun Jae “Kift” Lee

Song Build Your Kingdom Here  Rev. Hyun-Jae “Kift” Lee

Sharing of Joy's & Concerns
Joys response:
Thanks be to God
Concerns response:
Lord, hear our
prayers

Pastoral Prayer followed by The Lord’s Prayer

QOur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the
glory forever. Amen,

* Offertory

* Musical Offering Glory Bound. Choir
Doxology UMH#94
Offertory Prayer

Generous God, you have poured your love into our hearts and
given us a hope that does not disappoint. With grateful
hearts, we offer these gifts to you. Receive them, bless them,
and use them to bring hope where there is discouragement,
peace where there is struggle, and love where it is most ﬁ
needed. May our gifts, and our lives, become signs of your"
grace in our church, our community, and our world. In Jesus’; =
name, we pray. '

=D \e2
Amen. J_?t ‘kjﬁli
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E_gglosing Hymn: God Will Take Care of You UMH #130

Keizer Clear Lake
Gircle Song: God Will Take Care of You Together ey re e
Benediction: Rev. Hyun-Jae “Kift "Lee nite et_o 1st Churc

hank you for worshiping with us today!
You are invited to join us for Coffee Hour
and conversations in Fellowship Hall
following worship service.

Serving in worship today

Ministers.......cccccevvennn. All of us
KCL Pastor ... Pastor Hyun-Jae “Kift” Lee
ODC Pastors .............. Pastor Ethan Gregory

Pastor J. Quinton Kimbrow
Pastor Jenny Smith

Liturgist .....coceeeiinnnnnn Laurel Wells
Communion Stewards..Linda L, Bob T
Greeter & Usher ......... Arlene P, & Dick G
Projection Team ......... Tim Lacy
Organist /Pianist ........ Judie H
Choir Director ............ Laurel W ) SEPTEMBER 20th 10A M
m Worship Service
Rev. Hyun-Jae “Kift” Lee | 909-541-7849 '
Email: pastorkift@opendoorchurches.org N |
Church info:

7920 Wheatland Road N, Keizer, OR 97303
kelume.office@gmail.com | 503-393-2402
www. kelume.org




Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (149) / Striving Side by Side
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost / Philippians 1:21-30 (CEB) / September 20, 2026

Reading (Lectio)
(Philippians 1:21) Because for me, living serves Christ and dying is even better.
(Philippians 1:22) If I continue to live in this world, I get results from my work.

(Philippians 1:23) But I don’t know what I prefer. I’'m torn between the two because I want
to leave this life and be with Christ, which is far better.

(Philippians 1:24) However, it’s more important for me to stay in this world for your sake.

(Philippians 1:25) I’'m sure of this: I will stay alive and remain with all of you to help your
progress and the joy of your faith,

(Philippians 1:26) and to increase your pride in Christ Jesus through my presence when 1
visit you again.

(Philippians 1:27) Most important, live together in a manner worthy of Christ’s gospel. Do
this, whether I come and see you or I'm absent and hear about you. Do this so that you stand
firm, united in one spirit and mind as you struggle together to remain faithful to the gospel.

(Philippians 1:28) That way, you won’t be afraid of anything your enemies do. Your
faithfulness and courage are a sign of their coming destruction and your salvation, which is
from God.

(Philippians 1:29) God has generously granted you the privilege, not only of believing in
Christ but also of suffering for Christ’s sake.

(Philippians 1:30) You are having the same struggle that you saw me face and now hear that
I’'m still facing.

Striving Side by Side

1. Preface

In Korea, there is a funny expression that YouTube has become banchan—a side dish. When
we eat alone, and instead of talking with someone across the table, we watch someone on a
screen. YouTube has become our dinner companion.

Perhaps the deeper question is not simply that we are alone. We may be getting used
to a life that no longer needs anyone else. Being alone can be lonely, but it can also be
comfortable. What about our life of faith?



Sometimes we may imagine that it would be easier simply to be with Christ directly
than to serve Christ through relationships with others. Such a life may seem more convenient.
Wouldn’t faith be easier if it were simply between Christ and me?

2. Dying is Better

We are not the first ones to wrestle with questions like these. Paul also faced a tension
between being with Christ and continuing to serve others.

Today’s passage comes from a letter Paul wrote from prison to the church in
Philippi. The Philippians had supported Paul during his imprisonment, and Paul wrote partly
to thank them for their partnership. Yet today’s passage begins with heavy words: “Because
for me, living serves Christ and dying is even better” (Philippians 1:21, CEB). Paul believed
that death would bring him into fuller communion with Christ. His deepest desire was Christ.
Yet Paul did not reject earthly life. He says that if he continues living, his life will result in
fruitful labor (v.22).

Notice the tension. To die means to be more fully with Christ. To live means to
continue serving Christ through others. Paul admits that he feels caught between these two
possibilities—life and death (v.23). The life of faith becomes difficult precisely because it
involves other people. Reading God’s Word alone is one thing; practicing it in relationships
is another.

Last week, we heard Jesus’ teaching about forgiveness. Sometimes forgiveness
means forgiving and letting go of resentments towards those who have wounded us. There
are relationships from which we may need healthy distance. But if letting go brings freedom,
wouldn’t it be easier simply to keep our distance from everyone?

Why not live quietly by ourselves—watching YouTube, reading the Bible, praying
to Christ, and avoiding the complications of community? Wouldn’t faith be easier that way?

3. Stay with All of You

Paul was living in prison, uncertain about what would happen to him. Death was a real
possibility, yet being with Christ was “far better.” What, then, does he conclude?

He says, “I want to leave this life and be with Christ” (v.23). Yet he immediately
adds, “However, it is more necessary for your sake that I remain in this body” (v.24). Here
Paul changes the question. He does not ask only, “What would be better for me?” He also
asks, “What do my brothers and sisters need from me?”

Christian community cannot survive if everyone asks only, “What do I prefer?” It
also asks, “What do the people beside me need from me?” Paul becomes convinced that he



will remain for their “progress and joy in the faith” (v.25). His continued life can strengthen
the faith of others.

Then Paul says that when he is with them again, they will have even more reason
to rejoice in Christ Jesus (v.26). Paul himself is not the center. Christ remains the center.
Christ does not ask us to choose between communion with Him and life with others. Often,
Christ meets us through the people beside us.

The gospel does not call us to remain bound to every relationship, but neither does
it call us to live without relationships.

4. Live Together

Paul then tells the Philippians: “Most important, live together in a manner worthy of Christ’s
gospel” (v.27). The word Paul uses for “live,” politeuomai, is connected with citizenship and
public life. Philippi was a Roman colony, and its people were deeply conscious of Roman
citizenship. Later Paul says directly, “Our citizenship is in heaven” (Philippians 3:20).

What should such a community look like? Paul hopes that they will “stand firm in
one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel” (v.27), without
being intimidated by their opponents (v.28).

Notice that Paul does not tell them to struggle against one another. He tells them to
struggle beside one another. Sometimes a church turns its energy inward through criticism,
competition, or personal preference. Paul redirects that energy: Do not make one another
your opponents. Strive side by side for the gospel.

Sometimes the way Christians remain together under pressure becomes part of their
testimony. Paul says that such courage becomes a sign that God is at work among them. Paul
knows that following Christ can be costly. That is why he says that the Philippians have been
“granted” not only the privilege of believing in Christ but also of suffering for Christ (v.29).

This does not mean that every kind of suffering is good. Paul is speaking about
suffering that comes because they remain faithful to Christ. The gift is not pain itself, but the
opportunity to remain faithful to Christ even when faith becomes costly.

Then Paul says that they are engaged in the same struggle they once saw him endure
and now hear that he is still facing (v.30). Paul is in prison. The Philippians are far away. Yet
they are part of the same struggle. The Philippians have supported him, prayed for him, and
shared in the gospel. Likewise, when they suffer for Christ, they are not alone.

Faithfulness becomes harder when people believe they must carry everything alone.
Fear isolates us, and suffering can make us withdraw. A church can even begin turning its
energy against itself. But Christ calls us to another way.



The privilege is not suffering itself. The privilege is discovering, even in suffering,
that we do not belong to Christ alone. We belong to Christ together. When one person
becomes weak, another can stand beside them.
When one person becomes discouraged, another can remind them of hope. When one person
feels alone, another can say, “I am still here with you.”

5. Conclusion

Personally, I feel at ease when I read the Bible alone. But when I read the Bible in order to
share a message with you, I find it much more challenging. Because this is not simply my
private time with Scripture. This is our time together before God. I pray carefully over the
words I use because, even in this short time each week, we are listening, reflecting, and
trusting the Holy Spirit to work among us.

I am thankful for that. As I listen to your joys, concerns, struggles, and hopes, I
discover again that Christ is not only within me. Christ is also among us. This is why I hope
that we will continue striving side by side in Christ.

When someone has been struggling alone, I hope that person can come into this
community and discover during Joys and Concerns time, “I am not the only one. I am not
alone.”

Christ does not call us to remain in every relationship that has wounded us.
Sometimes forgiveness means letting go. Sometimes wisdom requires distance. But letting
go is not the same as giving up on community. The freedom Christ gives us is not freedom
to live without anyone beside us. It is freedom to love again, to serve again, to trust again,
and to stand beside one another again.

So when one person becomes tired, may another stand beside them. When one
person becomes afraid, may another offer courage. When one person feels alone, may
someone remind them, “You do not have to walk by yourself. I will walk with you”

And through all of this, may it not be any one individual who leads us, but Christ
who lives within us and among us. May we stand firm in one spirit, with one mind, striving
side by side for the faith of the gospel.

Practice (Response)
1. When does being alone help your faith, and when can it become a way of avoiding others?
2. Who might God be calling you to stand beside, encourage, or carry with you in faith?

3. How can we let go of harmful relationships without giving up on Christian community?
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