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Thank vou for worshiping with us today!
You are invited to join us for coffee hour
and conversations in Fellowship Hall
following worship service.
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7920 Wheatland Road N, Keizer, OR 97303
kclumc.office@gmail.com | 503-393-2402
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*Please stand as you are able at these places in the services

Prelude Al Who Are Thirsty Praise band
For Those lears I Die Priase band

Greelings & Church Moment Pastor Kift
‘Call to Worship Lily Lacy

LEADER: Come, let us worship God!

PEOPLE: Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our

salvation!

LEADER: Come, let us worship our Shepherd!

PEOPLE: We are the sheep of God’s pasture, and we

follow where God leads us.

LEADER: Come, let us open our hearts!

PEOPLE: We receive God’s love poured into our hearts

through the Spirit.

LEADER: Come, let us worship God, the rock of our salvation!

ALL: Let us worship God, whose mercy guides and

sustains us on the path of new life!

Gathering in Song and Praver

‘Opening Praver (Unison) Lily Lacy

Eternal God, from the beginning of time, you have called your
children into communion with you. Yet we confess that like all
the rest, we have turned to our own way and refused your love
and grace. Restore us to the joy of knowing you and ofrecognizing your
reign among us, through Jesus Christ, bringer
of your good news. Amen.

Song They'll Rnow We are Christians Priase Band
Scripture John 4:5-14 Judie Herber
L: The word, inspi ’@?@d’f’”for the people
of God.
C: Thanks be to God!

Children’s Message B e les Lacy

Living Water

Worship Song He Binds the Broken Hearted

Sharing of Joy's & (Concerns
Joys response:
Thanks be to God
Concerns response:
Lord, hear our prayers
Pastoral Prayer followed by The Lord's Prayer Pastor Kift
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory Pastor Kift
RCL ¢hoir

Message Pastor Kift

Priase Band

Offertory Song  For God So Loved the World
‘Doxology UMH 95

Offertory Praver:
P 7
Steadfast God of Hope, you have called us to rejoice—not in
ease or achievement—but in the grace that sustains us through
suffering, the love that meets us in struggle, and the hope that
does not disappoint. You pour your Spirit into our hearts,
shaping us into a people who give not out of obligation, but out 7
of gratitude. As we bring these gifts, may they testify to your ?
presence among us and to the promise of reconciliation you
offer the world through Christ. Make us bold in our sharing,
joyful in our worship, and confident in your grace. In the name ?
of the one who died for us and lives within us, we pray. Amen.
(Romans 5:1-11)
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Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (127) / Living Water
Third Sunday in Lent / John 4:5-12 (CEB) / March 8, 2026

Reading (Lectio)

(John 4:5) He came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, which was near the land Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
(John 4:6) Jacob’s well was there. Jesus was tired from his journey, so he sat down at the well. It was about noon.
(John 4:7) A Samaritan woman came to the well to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me some water to drink.”
(John 4:8) His disciples had gone into the city to buy him some food.

(John 4:9) The Samaritan woman asked, “Why do you, a Jewish man, ask for something to drink from me, a
Samaritan woman?” (Jews and Samaritans didn’t associate with each other.)

(John 4:10) Jesus responded, “If you recognized God’s gift and who is saying to you, ‘Give me some water to
drink,” you would be asking him and he would give you living water.”

(John 4:11) The woman said to him, “Sir, you don’t have a bucket and the well is deep. Where would you get this
living water?

(John 4:12) You aren’t greater than our father Jacob, are you? He gave this well to us, and he drank from it himself,
as did his sons and his livestock.”

(John 4:13) Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,

(John 4:14) but whoever drinks from the water that I will give will never be thirsty again. The water that I give
will become in those who drink it a spring of water that bubbles up into eternal life.”

Living Water

1. Preface

Everyone knows what it feels like to be thirsty. When we are truly thirsty, nothing else matters. We look for water.
But there is another kind of thirst in our lives. People thirst for companionship. They thirst for understanding.
They thirst for a place where they belong. Many people come to church carrying that kind of thirst.

Today, in the Gospel of John, Jesus speaks about a different kind of water— living water that never runs
dry. Jesus says that if we drink the water he gives, we will receive eternal life. Drinking this living water is the
reason we serve God and follow His Word.

It is a blessing to drink the living water that Jesus gives and to receive eternal life. However, when we

hear this message for the first time, it may be difficult to understand. What is the living water Jesus gives? Where
can we find it?

2. Samaritans vs. Jews



To understand this story, we must first understand the conflict between the Jews and the Samaritans. The
Samaritans were a community that remained in the region of the northern kingdom of Israel after it fell. The Jews
were the descendants of the southern kingdom of Judah. After their kingdom was destroyed, many of them were
taken into exile in Babylon. Later, when the Persian Empire conquered Babylon, they were allowed to return to
Jerusalem.

When they returned, their priority was rebuilding the city and restoring their religious life. Leaders such
as Zerubbabel and Nehemiah focused especially on rebuilding the temple. For them, worship in the temple was
central to their relationship with God.

The Samaritans offered to help rebuild the temple, but Zerubbabel refused their participation. Ezra 4:3
says: “You have no part with us in building a house for our God.”

After this rejection, the Samaritans built their own temple on Mount Gerizim and worshiped there. They
believed that this mountain had been chosen by God in ancient times.

They also emphasized that the region where they lived was related to the patriarch Jacob. By claiming
Jacob as their ancestor, they believed they were also part of God’s covenant people.

Because of these differences, conflicts grew between the two communities. Over time, the hostility
became so strong that many Jews considered it inappropriate even to speak with Samaritans.

Naturally, worship is part of the search for living water that leads to eternal life. However, when we look
at the conflict between these two communities, we see something troubling. Grace was missing. Instead of helping
people draw closer to God, their arguments about worship created division and distance.

This problem can still appear today. When we focus more on where worship happens rather than on the
spirit of worship itself, we may begin comparing ourselves with others instead of seeking God together.

And even when we attend worship regularly, it can become difficult to experience the living water that
leads to eternal life.

3. Give Me Some Water

Jesus began his ministry with his disciples and came to Sychar, a Samaritan city (John 4:5). According to verse
4, the text says that he had to go through Samaria. This suggests that Jesus intentionally entered a place of conflict.
It signals a kind of divine necessity.

The city Jesus entered was near the land that Jacob had given to his son Joseph, and Jacob’s well was
there. (v.6) The Samaritans often appealed to the name of Jacob to affirm their identity.

Jesus was tired from his journey and sat down by the well. It was about noon. (v.6) At that time, a
Samaritan woman came to draw water. Jesus looked at her and said, “Give me some water to drink.” (v.7) His
disciples had gone into the city to buy food. (v.8)

Jesus was tired and thirsty, and his disciples were searching for food. These details reveal the very human
side of Jesus. What does this mean for us? It reminds us that the journey toward the living water that leads to
eternal life begins in the realities of human life. Grace often begins with a request.



Jesus asked for water. His disciples asked for food. And many people today come to church asking for
something as well. Some ask for friendship. Some ask for comfort. Some simply long for relief from loneliness.
Jacob’s well can remind us of the role of the church today.

Just as people once gathered at wells to draw water, people today gather at the church while searching for
meaning, connection, and hope.

Of course, if the church focuses only on meeting social needs and neglects the Word of God, it can lose
its true purpose. But, naturally, people come with such requests.

Jesus understood this. That is why he came into this world in human form and experienced fatigue, thirst,
and hunger himself. Because of this, he did not ignore the requests of those he met.

In the same way, we should not ignore the requests of those who come to church seeking comfort and
companionship in their loneliness.

4. Living Water

The request itself is not a problem. The danger is stopping there. When people come to church seeking comfort,
friendship, or relief from loneliness, those desires are not wrong. They are signs of thirst. But Jesus did not leave
the Samaritan woman at the level of her request for water. Instead, he gently led the conversation deeper. What
began with a simple request became an invitation to receive something far greater—the living water that leads to
eternal life. The living water flows from God.

The Samaritan woman replied: “How is it that you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?”” (v.9)
In that time, Jews and Samaritans avoided contact with one another because of their long history of conflict. But
Jesus does not enter that argument.

Instead, he says: “If you knew God’s gift and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would
have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” (v.10)

The woman then says: “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get this living water?
(v.11) Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well?” (v.12)

For generations, Jacob’s Well reminded people of their connection to their ancestor Jacob and to God’s
covenant. But for the Samaritan woman, the well may also have been a quiet place where she carried the burdens
of her life and the divisions within her community.

So, the well was not only a source of water. It was also a place connected with identity, stability, and
comfort. But Jesus responds: “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again. But whoever drinks the water
that I give will never be thirsty. (v.13) The water that I give will become in them a spring of water welling up to
eternal life.” (v.14)

Human comfort is often temporary. Loneliness may be soothed for a moment, but it can return. However,
the living water that Jesus gives does not run dry. He says that this living water becomes a spring within us.

What does this mean? It means the life Jesus gives begins to flow within us. And through us, that life can
reach others who are thirsty. Just as thirsty people once came to a well, many people today come to church seeking
comfort for their bodies and souls. But our calling is not simply to fill the well of the church with water that



temporarily eases loneliness. Instead, we must allow the well of our community to be filled with the living water
that comes from Christ. We receive this living water when we live with and follow Jesus.

When we guide people toward the spiritual joy that Jesus gives, Christ can work through us so that they,
too, discover the spring of life that never runs dry. True worship is not confined to a particular place. As Jesus
later says, worship is offered in spirit and in truth. (v.23)

When our spirits seek God and follow the truth of Christ, the spring of living water begins to flow, bringing
real comfort and life that never runs dry.

5. Conclusion

After hearing Jesus’ words, the Samaritan woman leaves behind the water jar she had depended on. She goes
back to the town and begins telling others about him. She begins to realize that he may truly be the Messiah.
Those who receive the living water do not keep it to themselves—the spring begins to flow outward. She no
longer sees Jesus simply as a teacher.

If there are people who come to our church feeling lonely and seeking comfort, I pray that their requests
will not be ignored. Through the relationships they find here, may they encounter something deeper—the living
water that comes from Christ. That we, too, have found.

As our faith continues to grow, may the spring of eternal life within us nourish the souls of those around
us. May our church become a place where those who come thirsty do not leave with only temporary comfort but
encounter the living water of Christ that renews their lives and flows through them to others. And may the city of
Keizer, where we live, become a place where the living water of Christ flows freely and never runs dry. Amen.

Practice (Response)
1. What kind of “thirst” brings people to church today?
2. How can our church become a “well” where people encounter Christ?

3. Where do you experience the living water in your own life?
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