NDING FOp 7
“Closing Hymn  God Be with You (ill We Meel Agéin UMH 672
“Circle Song - God Be with You (ill We Meet dgain (Refrain) Together:

Benediction Pastor Kift Hyunjae [ee

Thank you for worshiping with us today!
/- (f)“'/. aiTAaYa N 1M '\[-cji P - /1
You are inviled (o join us for Coffee Hour
and conversations in Fellowship Hall
following worship service.

Serving in
worship today

NMINUSICITS e All of Us
[ G TS1 () (OO OO Paslor Hyun-Jae "Kif'lee
ODC PEGSIOIS e ssenn Pastor Ethan Greoory

Pastor J. Quinton Rimbrow
Pastor Jenny Smith

LIHUPGIST v Bob lerhune

(CIRSISIISI RS UL RIS ) S Arlene P. 6 Dick G,
Ireland H.

Projection Teaim ... Laurel W., Myrna R.,
(@) .

7 6 Linda 1.

(@) e a) 01 ST 2021 D1 IS AR Judie H.
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Rev. Hyun-Jae “Kift” Lee | 909-541-7849
Email: pastorkift@opendoorchurches.org
Church info:

\ 7920 Wheatland Road N, Keizer, OR 97303

kclumc.office@gmail.com | 503-393-2402
www. kclumc.org
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Prelude Surely (he Presence of the Lord UMH #5283
Opening Song Spirit Song UMH #847¢

Greelings 6 Church Moment Pastor Kift

*all to Worship Bob T,

LEADER: As we gather and as we disperse, as we rise and as we sleep, as we eat and
play and work,

PEOPLE: We offer God praise.

LEADER: As we wash our car, scrub the dishes, rinse the grime of the day from our
hands,

PEOPLE: We offer God praise.

LEADER: As we feel the tips of the grass on our feet, the wind against our face, the sun
on our backs,

PEOPLE: We offer God praise.

LEADER: Come, let us worship God who creates, redeems, and sustains us to live out
our praise in all we do!

ALL: We come as people formed by grace to offer God praise with our whole

selves now and in all the ordinary moments of our lives! Amen.
=1/

Gathering in Song and Prayer

“Opening Praver (Unison) Bob T.

Awesome and majestic God, your creative power, your glory and holiness were experienced by your people of
old as clouds and fire guiding them to freedom. They believed that no one could see your face and live. How
blessed, therefore, are we, for you have revealed your face to us in Jesus—the human face of your love. You also
equip us for our journey through life and beyond, by breathing new and everlasting life into our very beings,
through the gift of the Holy Spirit. These people of old believed that it was your presence with them which made
them a chosen and special people. We praise and adore you, O God, for making our lives so special, by
choosing to share your life with us in and through Jesus. May this time of worship and the service of our lives
reveal our thanksgiving and our wonder that you should so care for us. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

*50118 Seek Ye Frst UMH 405
Scripture Psalm 17:1-7, 19 Bob 1.

M ANA e

L: The word, inspired by God, for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God!

B R

Children’s Message les Lacy

Message The Face We Seek Pastor Kifl
Song Power of Your Love Paslor Kifl

Sharing of Jov's & Concerns
Joys response:
Thanks be to God
Concerns response:
Lord, hear our prayers

Pastoral Prayer followed by The Lord's Praver
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory

Musical Offering If We Truly Believe hoir

" Doxology UMH 94

7
Offertory Prayer S\ Ll \\Xh/%'/ O

Attentive God, you see us as we are and meet us in the movement of our
days. As we bring these gifts, shape our lives to reflect your righteousness— ,
faithful in love, honest in action, steady in compassion. Open our eyes to
behold your face in the neighbors we serve and the work we share. Let our
giving become praise in motion, a testimony that we seek your presence not
only in stillness, but in faithful steps forward. Receive these offerings as signs
of our trust and our desire to live in right relationship with you and with one
another, until we are satisfied in the likeness of your grace.
Amen.

Sacrament of Communion Pasior Kifl

(communion Hymn Break Thou the Bread of Life UMM #0909



Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (144) / The Face We Seek
Tenth Sunday After Pentecost / Psalm 17:1-7, 15 (CEB) / August 2, 2026

Reading (Lectio)

(Psalm 17:1) Listen to what’s right, Lord; pay attention to my cry! Listen closely to my prayer; it’s spoken by lips
that don’t lie!

(Psalm 17:2) My justice comes from you; let your eyes see what is right!

(Psalm 17:3) You have examined my heart, testing me at night. You’ve looked me over closely, but haven’t found
anything wrong. My mouth doesn’t sin.

(Psalm 17:4) But these other people’s deeds? I have avoided such violent ways by the command from your lips.
(Psalm 17:5) My steps are set firmly on your paths; my feet haven’t slipped.
(Psalm 17:6) I cry out to you because you answer me. So tilt your ears toward me now— listen to what I’'m saying!

(Psalm 17:7) Manifest your faithful love in amazing ways because you are the one who saves those who take
refuge in you, saving them from their attackers by your strong hand.

(Psalm 17:15) But me? I will see your face in righteousness; when I awake, I will be filled full by seeing your
image.

The Face We Seek

1. Preface

Whenever a month has a fifth Sunday, our church sets aside that worship service as a Sunday of Praise. It is
always a joy to choose the hymns we love and offer them to God in worship. Praise is one of the most beautiful
offerings we can bring before the Lord.

When we watch videos of worship services, we often see people singing with great passion. As we watch
them, we may begin to wonder: What does it mean to offer praise with passion? What kind of praise delights the

heart of God? What is praise?

Today's Scripture may surprise us. Psalm 17 is not formally a hymn of praise; it is a prayer. Yet precisely
through David's earnest prayer, we discover what genuine praise looks like.

2. What Is Praise?

The Book of Psalms is a collection of hymns—songs shaped from prayers and poems that were passed down
through generations. Not surprisingly, the language of praise fills the Psalms.

When we read the Psalms in Hebrew, we discover that several different words are translated simply as
"praise," and many of them are closely connected with bodily expression.



Just as we enthusiastically celebrate someone's birthday, halal—the root of Hallelujah—carries the idea
of joyful celebration. Yadah means to lift one's hands in thanksgiving or confession. Barak means to kneel in
reverence. Zamar refers to praising God with musical instruments.

Biblical praise, therefore, is not merely something we think or feel. It engages the whole person. Praise
involves our voices, our hands, our knees, our hearts, and our lives.

At this point, however, some of us may feel a little uncomfortable. "I experience God's grace while
praising quietly. Does that mean I have to raise my hands or use my body in order to truly praise God?" That is
an important question.

The Bible certainly encourages us to worship with our bodies. But the deeper question is not whether our
bodies move. The real question is what moves them. Hands can be lifted without love. Knees can bend without
reverence. Lips can sing while the heart remains distant.

True praise begins not with outward performance but with an undivided heart that longs for God's presence.
That is exactly what David shows us in Psalm 17.

3. "Hear Me, O God!"

David begins his prayer by crying out, "LORD, listen to my righteousness! Listen to my cry! Listen to my prayer,
which comes from lips free of deceit!" (Psalm 17:1) Three times David pleads with God to hear him. The repeated
appeals create a sense of urgency. David refuses to approach God casually. His prayer is wholehearted and earnest.

He continues, "May my vindication come from You! May Your eyes see what is right!"
(v.2) David entrusts his case to the only Judge who sees perfectly. Then he moves from his words to his inner life.
"You have examined my heart. You have tested me throughout the night, and You have found nothing. My mouth
does not sin." (v.3)

David is not claiming that he has never sinned. Throughout the Psalms he openly confesses his failures
before God. Rather, he is saying that in this matter he comes before God with sincerity, without deceit, and with
an undivided heart.

He continues, "Unlike the actions of others, I have avoided the paths of violence by following the word
of Your lips." (v.4) And then, "My steps have held firmly to Your paths; my feet have not slipped."

v.5)

Notice how David worships. His lips cry out to God. His heart is laid bare before Him. His mouth refuses
deceit. His feet remain firmly on God's path. Every part of his life is turned toward God. Biblical worship is not
simply something we say; it is something we live.

Why, then, does David appeal so earnestly for faithfulness and integrity? Because he longs for an
unhindered relationship with God. Imagine visiting someone you deeply love in the hospital. You would not want
anything false between you. You would not wear a mask. You would not pretend. You want that person to know
your genuine love.

Likewise, David longs to stand before God without deception. Why does David keep returning to the
theme of integrity? Because he knows that worship is not performance. It is relationship. When someone truly



loves God, they do not merely ask, "Did I sing the songs?" They ask, "Did I come before God with an undivided
heart?" Integrity is not David's destination. It is the pathway to intimacy with God.

4. "Let Me See Your Face"

If David's ultimate goal had been merely to prove his innocence, the psalm could have ended with a plea for
protection. But it doesn't. Instead, David continues, "You answer my prayers, God, so I cry out to You. Turn Your
ear toward me. Hear my prayer." (v.6) David has confidence because of God's past actions. Faith remembers
previous grace.

Then he prays, "Show Your wonderful, faithful love, You who save those who seek refuge in You by Your
mighty hand." (v.7) As David offers himself wholeheartedly to God, God responds with attentive ears and a mighty
hand. David brings his whole self before God, and God graciously draws near to him.

When we visit someone in the hospital, we also desire to bring our whole selves. We listen carefully to
their stories. We hold their hands. We pray earnestly for healing. Something remarkable happens in those moments.
As we look into their faces while praying, our hearts are drawn beyond the suffering before us to the God whose
presence alone can bring complete healing and restoration.

Then David reaches the climax of the psalm. "But I will see Your face in righteousness. When I awake, I
will be fully satisfied by seeing Your likeness." (v./5) What an astonishing ending. David began by asking, "Hear
me." He ends by saying, "Let me see You." The greatest desire of his heart is no longer merely to be delivered. It
is to behold the face of God.

Throughout the Old Testament, seeing God's face signifies intimate fellowship, divine favor, and restored
relationship. Many Christian interpreters have also heard in David's words a hope that reaches beyond this life—
a hope fulfilled in the resurrection.

Ultimately, David discovers that God's greatest gift is not merely rescue. It is God's presence. The same
is true when we sincerely care for those who suffer. As we listen, hold their hands, and pray with them, something
changes—not only in them but also in us.

We become more aware of God's presence. We entrust them to His mighty hand. Our hope is renewed.
And our hearts are drawn to seek the face of the God who alone brings complete healing and restoration. Praise
is not a performance. Praise is a relationship. It is the moment when God's restoring presence draws us into deeper
fellowship with Him and with one another.

5. Conclusion

Over the past few days, I have visited several church members who were hospitalized. During those visits, [ was
reminded that I could not heal them the way a doctor or nurse could. Yet in that helplessness, I found myself
listening carefully to their stories, holding their hands, and praying earnestly for God's healing.

As I looked into their faces, I prayed that God Himself would be present—that He would hear their pain
and stretch out His mighty hand to bring healing and restoration. Those moments reminded me of David's prayer.
He did not simply want God to solve his problems. He longed to see God's face.

As we gather for worship today, I invite you to bring before God the people He has placed on your heart.
Perhaps they are family members. Perhaps they are friends. Perhaps they are neighbors. Perhaps they are someone
lying in a hospital bed.



As we lift our voices in praise, may we sing with hearts that sincerely long for their healing, their peace,
and their restoration. And as we worship with our whole selves, may we discover that the greatest gift God gives
us is not merely the answers we seek, but His own presence.

May our praise never become mere music. May it become the offering of our whole selves to God until,
together, we behold the face we seek.

Practice (Response)
1. When I come to worship, what am I truly seeking—God's blessings, or God's presence?

2. Does my praise come only from my lips, or do my heart, my words, and the way I live also reflect my love for
God?

3. This week, how can I become more aware of God's presence as I sincerely care for someone who is suffering
or in need?
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