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LET THE COUNTDOWN BEGIN
Daniel 9:20-27

Sir Isaac Newton once said, “To reject [Daniel’s] Prophecies is to reject the Christian religion. For this religion is
founded upon his Prophecy concerning the Messiah.”? He also believed we could stake the truth of Christianity
on this prophecy alone.”

H. A. Ironside says this section is “the greatest of all-time prophecies.”

Philip Newell calls this chapter “the greatest chapter in the book of Daniel and one of the greatest of the entire
Bible.”

I. An Answer to the Prayer (Daniel 9:20-23)

“The moment that you prayed, Daniel, | was sent...” (v.23) Daniel is still praying while Gabriel appears.
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- James 5:16 — “The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”
- Ps 25:14, “The secret of the LORD is with those who fear Him, And He will show them His covenant.”
- Daniel had no idea that day when he fell to his knees to pray to God that he would be given such a
great vision of God’s extended dealing with His people.
- Sometimes God answers:
o Directly — Praise the Lord!
o Delay— Not right now.
o Different — We ask God for one thing, and He answers what we need, which is better than what we
wanted. God hears our heart praying just as much as our words praying.
o Denial — Have you thanked God for prayers He has said “No” to?

Il. The Announcement of the Prophecy (Daniel 9:23-27)

- Daniel prayed about Israel’s past. God answers by showing hundreds of years into Israel’s future!

The King James translators spoke of seventy “weeks,” which is unnecessarily misleading, while the more
modem translators use the word “sevens.” In Hebrew the word actually is the word “seven,” or perhaps more
accurately “a group of seven” something. “weeks” in Hebrew simply means “sevens”. It could be seven of
anything — days, weeks, years — depending upon the usage in the verses — kind of like our term “dozen”.
“determined” means “cut out and set aside”. The idea is cutting out a stone from a quarry and setting it aside
for a specific purpose.

Daniel 9:25 - There were actually four decrees issued concerning the restoration of Jerusalem and the Temple:

1) Cyrusin 538 BC (Ezra 1:1-4; 5:13-17), instigating the rebuilding of the Temple but not the city.

2) Dariusin 517 BC (Ezra 6:1-12) was limited to the rebuilding of the Temple.

3) Artaxerxes in 458 BC failed to provide for the rebuilding of Jerusalem (which is stated in Daniel 9:25).
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Chart Source: David Jeremiah, Agents of Babylon, p. 273.
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The Seventy-weeks Prophecy
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Taken from Randall Price, Jerusalern in Prophecy (Eugene, OR: Harvest House Publlishers, 1998), p. 267 Used by permission.



