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Isaiah 8:1-4 NKJV 
Moreover the LORD said to me, "Take a large 

scroll, and write on it with a man's pen concerning 
Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz. [2] And I will take for 
Myself faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the 

priest and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah." [3] 
Then I went to the prophetess, and she conceived 

and bore a son. Then the LORD said to me, "Call his 
name Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz; [4] for before the 

child shall have knowledge to cry 'My father' and 
'My mother,' the riches of Damascus and the spoil 
of Samaria will be taken away before the king of 

Assyria." 



• “Large Scroll”… “write on it with a man’s pen” 
• This was to be very visible 
• It was to be public record for all to see before it 

happened to prove it was from God when it came 
to pass. 

• Man’s pen= common writing that all men could 
understand (more than likely a picture or symbols)  

• Example:  Story of  Thomas Nast



•Maher-Shalel-Hash-Baz 
•Spoil quickly; booty hastens 
•Another object lesson by our Lord (i.e. Shear-Jashub=a remnant 
shall return) 

•Isaiah names his next son the same as the prophecy (v 3) 
•A living symbol of  the pending judgment upon Syria and Israel 

•Before Isaiah’s new son could talk, Tiglath-Pilesar would take for 
spoil Israel and Syria  
• (the countries feared by Ahaz king of  Judah) 

•Example: Ichabod=the glory has departed (Saul)



• The Lord gave the prophecy  

• Isaiah understood the prophecy 

• The people probably did not at the time. 

• It would stand as a big “I told you so!” From the Lord 

• Reminds me of  when the angels visited Abraham before 
heading to Sodom.   

• The remnant was preserved in both instances (Lot and Judah) 

• Judgment rendered in both instances 

• God’s man warned in both instances



• To further confirm the prophecy, God provided 
two witnesses:  Uriah and Zechariah (v 2) 

• They bore witness of  the prophecy given to 
Isaiah by the LORD 
• Uriah was a priest 
• Zechariah was a prophet  
• Both of  their testimonies would have heavy 

weight with the people



Isaiah 8:5-8 NKJV 
The LORD also spoke to me again, saying: [6] 

"Inasmuch as these people refused The waters of 
Shiloah that flow softly, And rejoice in Rezin and 
in Remaliah's son; [7] Now therefore, behold, the 
Lord brings up over them The waters of the River, 
strong and mighty- The king of Assyria and all his 
glory; He will go up over all his channels And go 
over all his banks. [8] He will pass through Judah, 
He will overflow and pass over, He will reach up 
to the neck; And the stretching out of his wings 
Will fill the breadth of Your land, O Immanuel. 



• Shiloh was a clear, calm brook of  water located in or near 
Jerusalem running between Mount Moriah and Mount 
Zion 

• Calming 

• Pleasant  

• Instead they preferred the unpredictable waters (Euphrates)  

• Alliance with foreigners 

• Those unpredictable waters would spill over 

• Assyria would conquer the allies and part of  Judah



• (V 8) “up to the neck” 
• That is as high as the water can get before we 

drown 
• Jerusalem was the head sticking up over the 

“neck’ of  Judah 
• They would not conquer Jerusalem 
• A remnant would be preserved for 

Immanuel!



Isaiah 8:9-10 NKJV 
"Be shattered, O you peoples, and be 
broken in pieces! Give ear, all you 

from far countries. Gird yourselves, 
but be broken in pieces; Gird 

yourselves, but be broken in pieces. 
[10] Take counsel together, but it will 
come to nothing; Speak the word, but it 

will not stand, For God is with us." 



•It doesn’t matter what country or 
countries, leader or leaders, 
Immanuel (Christ) prevails 

•Their jockeying for position and 
power is useless 

•Christ prevails!



Isaiah 8:11-15 NKJV 
For the LORD spoke thus to me with a strong hand, 
and instructed me that I should not walk in the way 

of this people, saying: [12] "Do not say, 'A 
conspiracy,' Concerning all that this people call a 
conspiracy, Nor be afraid of their threats, nor be 
troubled. [13] The LORD of hosts, Him you shall 

hallow; Let Him be your fear, And let Him be your 
dread. [14] He will be as a sanctuary, But a stone of 
stumbling and a rock of offense To both the houses 
of Israel, As a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. [15] And many among them shall stumble; 
They shall fall and be broken, Be snared and taken." 



“God knew that Isaiah and his followers were a 
minority who held unpopular political views about the 
Syro-Ephraimite War, about God’s prophetic 
promises for the future, and about where to go for 
hope in the dark days that would follow…The 
righteous must stand firm; they cannot fear what 
other people say or do. Although others will talk about 
a “conspiracy”, Isaiah and his followers were not to 
get caught up in this talk and fear mongering…”

 Gary V. Smith, Isaiah 1–39, ed. E. Ray Clendenen, The New American Commentary (Nashville: B & H Publishing Group, 2007), 226.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nac15a?ref=Bible.Is8.11&off=395&ctx=ople%2c%E2%80%9D+h%CC%A3a%CC%84za%CC%82).302+~God+knew+that+Isaiah


•We as believers have plenty of  
conspiracies in our day. 

•We do not have to live in fear. 
•The Lamb has overcome! 
•Put your trust in Him!



•The coming Immanuel would be for 
them as well as those who follow either: 
•Sanctuary, security or 
•Stumbling 

•1 Corinthians 1:23 
•1 Peter 2:4-10



Isaiah 8:16-18 NKJV 
Bind up the testimony, Seal the law 

among my disciples. [17] And I will wait 
on the LORD, Who hides His face from 
the house of Jacob; And I will hope in 
Him. [18] Here am I and the children 
whom the LORD has given me! We are 
for signs and wonders in Israel From 

the LORD of hosts, Who dwells in 
Mount Zion. 



• Seal it up!  Hide it from those that are not your 
disciples 

• Cf. 6:9-10 

• Cf. Jesus taught in parables (Matthew 13:10-17) 

• Isaiah and his family stand as signs and wonders 

• To the coming judgment 

• But also the coming salvation 

• Isaiah and his family will trust in God for salvation



Isaiah 8:19-22 NKJV 
And when they say to you, "Seek those who are 
mediums and wizards, who whisper and mutter," 

should not a people seek their God? Should they 
seek the dead on behalf of the living? [20] To the 

law and to the testimony! If they do not speak 
according to this word, it is because there is no 

light in them. [21] They will pass through it hard-
pressed and hungry; and it shall happen, when 
they are hungry, that they will be enraged and 

curse their king and their God, and look upward. 
[22] Then they will look to the earth, and see 

trouble and darkness, gloom of anguish; and they 
will be driven into darkness. 



• (Vv 19, 20) The people would be tempted and some 
had fallen already into the occult practices of  that 
day that are no different from our day. 

• Whispering incantations  

• It is demonic sorcery  

• The original language alludes to ventriloquism 
(demons speaking through these mediums) 

• The Word of  God is ALWAYS the standard!



• (Vv 21, 22) The coming oppression would 
force people to wander through the land  
• No food or supplies 
• They will curse their king (Ahaz) and his 

rulings 
• They curse their circumstances but not their 

own apostasy


