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HE These Are My Brothers: The Great Promise
% August 26 & 27, 2023
o

How Do You Define Your Relationship With Jesus? Servant, believer,
follower, disciple, church-goer, adherent, fan?

How does Jesus define His relationship with us?

Luke 8:19-21 (NIV) 19 Now Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see
him, but they were not able to get near him because of the crowd.

20 Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside,
wanting to see you.”

21 He replied, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God's
word and put it into practice.”

These Are My Brothers. Luke here records a confrontation between
Jesus and His family. Jesus not only ended the immediate confrontation,
but He further used it to establish an eternal truth. He says He is putting
together a new family and He shows us how we can be part of it.

I. The Promise - We Can Be With God. Jesus states this
promise as directly as possible here. It is also stated in other parts of the
Bible.

¥» Family (1 Thessalonians 4:10)

¥ » Father (Matthew 6:9, Romans 8:15, & Galatians 4:6)
¥» Sons/Children/Offspring (John 112-13 & Acts 17:28)
¥ » Brothers (Hebrews 2:11)

¥ » Household (1 Timothy 3:14)

¥ » Friends (John 15:15)

We can be in a family relationship with Jesus. That's the Great Promise.

Il. The Condition - God's Family . Jesus says
His new spiritual family has a “way” of interacting with God. He repeats
this at least three other times.

Luke 11:28 (NIV) - 28 He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear
the word of God and obey it.”

Matthew 7:24 (NIV) 24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words
of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his
house on the rock.

Mark 1:15 (NIV) 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God
has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”

This pattern has two parts:

I » Hearing - receiving and God's messages.

Hosea 4:1 (NIV) 1 Hear the word of the Lord, you Israelites...
Matthew 13:9 (NIV) 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.
Revelation 2:7 (NIV) 7 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the
Spirit says to the churches.

Hearing like this requires “going to the source™. It takes active
listening, focus, silence. You often have to ask or seek. But you
eventually receive a “word".

'n Obeying - to God's messages in a practical way.

Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV) 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything |
have commanded you.

Romans 1:5 (NIV) S Through him we received grace and
apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes
from faith for his name's sake.

Romans 16:25-26 (NIV) 25 Now to him who is able to establish
you in accordance with my gospel, the message | proclaim about
Jesus Christ, in keeping with the revelation of the mystery hidden
for long ages past, 26 but now revealed and made known
through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal
God, so that all the Gentiles might come to the obedience that
comes from faith...

Obeying is not only keeping the general commands of The Faith,
but also engaging a more personal direction into transformation.

The family hears and obeys God. That's the condition.
Prayer

Father, 'm so glad | am part of Your family. Remind me of our committed
relationship this week. Speak a word to me as | seek You. Bless me to
hear and give me the strength to obey. | ask in Jesus’ name, Amen

This Week’s Bible Readings (Use the TCND App if you want to listen):
O sat. Aug 26, Jer 47-49 U1 Sun. Aug 27, Jer 50 U Mon. Aug 28, Jer 51

U Tue. Aug 29, Jer 52; Lam 1-2 U wed. Aug 30, Lam 3-5 U Thur Aug 31, Eze 1-4
U Fri.Sep 1, Eze 5-7 U Sat. Sep 2, Eze 8-11 J Sun. Sep 3, Eze 12-14
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