Behind Enemy Lines 1: God's Plans for America
September 4-5, 2021
If you would like to Connect With Us - Text CONNECT to 614-412-2144!

I. God's Kingdom is Invisible but Powerful

2 Kings 6:15—18 (NKJV) 15 And when the servant of the man of God
arose early and went out, there was an army, surrounding the city with
horses and chariots. And his servant said to him, “Alas, my master! What
shall we do?”

16 So he answered, “Do not fear, for those who are with us are more
than those who are with them.” 17 And Elisha prayed, and said, “Lord, |
pray, open his eyes that he may see.” Then the Lord opened the eyes of
the young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of horses
and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 18 So when the Syrians came down
to him, Elisha prayed to the Lord, and said, “Strike this people, | pray, with
blindness.” And He struck them with blindness according to the word of
Elisha.

¥a» Appearances can be

Jesus with the Woman at the Well in Samaria

John 4:31—34 (NKJV) 31 In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying,
“Rabbi, eat.”

32 But He said to them, “| have food to eat of which you do not know.”
33 Therefore the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought Him
anything to eat?”

34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and
to finish His work.

¥» God can sustain us in our

¥» God invites us to Him, not a political power

You may appear to be behind enemy lines. I'm here to remind you that
you are not alone. God and His Angels are with us. His power is greater.
- Pastor Doyle A Jackson

II. Can We Celebrate Our Nation?

1 Timothy 2:1-8 (NIV) 11 urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers,
intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— 2 for kings and all
those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all
godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior,

4 who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the
truth. 5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and
mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 8 who gave himself as a ransom for all
people. This has now been witnessed to at the proper time. 7 And for this
purpose | was appointed a herald and an apostle—I am telling the truth, |
am not lying—and a true and faithful teacher of the Gentiles. 8 Therefore |
want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or
disputing.

..‘ Yes, we can celebrate our nation, but the goal is

“Nothing is more wonderful than the art of being free, but nothing is
harder to learn how to use than freedom.”
— Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America

“There is a paradox at the center of what's been called American
exceptionalism. It's that a significant part of what makes us exceptional is
that in some sense we are a nation on a mission beyond ourselves and
beyond our borders. We are a nation with a mission to the rest of the
world. This idea is startling but inescapable. If we are to keep the republic,
then, our keeping it is not nearly for our own sake.” — Eric Metaxas

lll. The Battle Is the Lord's

Psalms 56:8—9 (NIV) 8 Record my misery; list my tears on your scroll—
are they not in your record? 9 Then my enemies will turn back when |
call for help. By this | will know that God is for me.

v» Call on the Lord with your

Psalms 144:1—2 (GW) 1 Thank the Lord, my rock, who trained my hands
to fight and my fingers to do battle, 2 my merciful one, my fortress, my
stronghold, and my savior, my shield, the one in whom | take refuge, and
the one who brings people under my authority.

v» God will train us for
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Meeting you where you are: “the Jesus way”

1. Jesus left heaven for us - John 6:38

2. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life - John 14:6

3. Repeatedly, the Bible says Jesus went out to the people,
villages, and region.

A Prayer for Our Time
September 2021 *1Sam 14:6

Heavenly Father,
We come before You in the Name of Jesus, our Lord and
Savior. We are overwhelmed by the cruelty, neglect,
ambition, and evil we see in our generation.

Humility & Repentance
Today, we humble ourselves before You on behalf of our
nation and pray. Forgive us for seeking the pleasures of this
world instead of You. We need to seek our peace in You
alone. Our thinking and behavior have been wrongfully
rooted in self. We ask Your forgiveness and that You break
the hold of this selfish ambition and pride over our lives.

We need Your Help & Guidance
We need You now more than ever. Cleanse our hearts. We
trust You for the future and look to You for hope. Thank You
for being so patient toward us. We know You love us and
we want to honor and love You in return. We surrender our
decisions and direction to Your hands. Give us Your eyes to
see and Your ears to hear how to move forward in a
pleasing way before You. May we walk sensitive to Your
Holy Spirit in these days. In Jesus’ name, Amen

Welcome Home!
Upcoming Events at The Church Next Door!

Sundays 6pm: Deeper Life Bible Study with Pastor Doyle in the Sanctuary
Wednesdays 6:30pm - 8:30pm: Grounded Student Ministries

Junior High 6th - 8th Grades; Senior High 9th - 12th Grades

Small Groups throughout the week: Text "Small Group” to 614-412-2144
today for more info!

Simply Joy Women's Small Groups: Sept 15, 22, 29, and Oct 6

Next Door @Home Small Groups: Oct 6, 13, 20, 27, Nov 3, 10, and 17

Sept 4-5 Weekend Services Sat 6pm and Sun 9:20am and 11am:
Behind Enemy Lines 1: God's Plans for America

Communion weekend

Fellowship together with Ice Cream Truck Treats after each service!

Sept 6 Mon: Church office will be closed in observance of Labor Day

Sept 11 Sat: OSU vs Oregon Outdoor Screen Tailgate Party - Noon Kickoff
Bring your own family-friendly food and beverages to enjoy!

Sept 11-12 Weekend Services Sat 6pm and Sun 9:20am and Tlam:
Behind Enemy Lines 2: God's Plans for His People
Enjoy Nachos together after each servicel

Sept 12 Sun 3pm - 8pm: Simply Joy Women's Gathering

Come for Worship, Speakers, Food Trucks, Lantern Release, and Bonfires!
Activities will be inside and outside; Water Baptism will be available;
Simply Joy Small Groups: Sept 15, 22, 29, and Oct 6

Sept 18-19 Weekend Services Sat 6pm and Sun 9:20am and 11lam:
Join us for Schuler's Pumpkin Donuts after each servicel

Sept 25-26 Weekend Services Sat 6pm and Sun 9:20am and Tlam:
Touch-A-Truck Weekend! Interact with some big and specialized vehicles!
Fellowship around Fire Pits and enjoy making S'mores!

Oct 2-3 Weekend Services Sat 5pm and Sun 9:20am and 11lam:
Saturday Service time change - we're returning to Spm!

Communion weekend

Oct 4 Mon 1pm - 7pm in the Chapel: American Red Cross Blood Drive
Sign up by calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit
www.RedCrossBlood.org with sponsor code: TCND

Oct 9 Sat 10am - 12pm: Trunk or Treat!

Oct 20 Wed 7pm: Worship Night
Join us for an evening of live Praise and Worship!



http://www.redcrossblood.org/

