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I. It Is Risky to be The Church. 

Matthew 7:12 (NIV) Jesus from the Sermon on the Mount 12 So in everything, 
do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law 
and the Prophets. 

The Risk: What if they don’t                      well. 

II. Risks to Avoid.  Jesus’ Ten Bridesmaids Parable…  

Matthew 25:1-13 (NIV) Jesus teaching on the Day and Hour unknown…  1 “At 
that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps 
and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five 
were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with 
them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The 
bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell 
asleep. 
6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 
7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones 
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 
9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, 
go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 
10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. 
The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the 
door was shut. 
11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ 
12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ 
13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 

Jesus’ vision for us -                                ; don’t risk falling asleep. 

We all need                     and              .  

We need to run the risk of                         people to Jesus return.  

III. Risks to Take.  Jesus’ Bags of Gold Parable…  

Matthew 25:14-20; 24-25 (NIV) Master gives his servants gold… 14 “Again, it 
will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted 
his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, 
and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his 
journey. 16 The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put 
his money to work and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with two 

bags of gold gained two more. 18 But the man who had received one bag 
went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 
19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled 
accounts with them. 20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought 
the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I 
have gained five more.’ 

24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I 
knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and 
gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went 
out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ 

We can’t afford to                   what God has given us. 

IV. Vision Matters — Risks of Following Jesus. 

John 20:29 (NIV) After the resurrection, Jesus Appears to Thomas… 24 Now 
Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the 
disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen 
the Lord!” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my 
finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with 
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting 
and believe.” 
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; 
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

It is risky to follow Jesus and believe, but it is                          .  

Some observations: 

🎯                             matters most…  

🎯                          is vital… 

This Week’s Bible Readings (Use the TCND App if you want to listen): 
□ Sat. Aug. 5, Isa. 49-52 □ Sun. Aug. 6, Isa. 53-57  □  Mon. Aug. 7, Is. 58-60 

□Tue. Aug. 8, Isa. 61-65 □ Wed. Aug. 9, Isa. 66; Jer. 1-2  □ Thur Aug. 10, Jer. 3-4  

□ Fri. Aug. 11, Jer. 5–7  □ Sat. Aug. 12, Jer. 8–10  □  Sun. Aug. 13, Jer. 11-13 
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