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I. New Birth 
John 3:1-9 (NIV) A nighttime visitor… 1 Now there was a Pharisee, a 
man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that 
you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could 
perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of 
God unless they are born again.” 
4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus 
asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s 
womb to be born!” 
5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh 
gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should 
not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell 
where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born 
of the Spirit.” 
9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

2 Keys to steadfast living: 

                        

                         

1 Peter 2:9 (NIV) 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 
light.  (See also, Exodus 19:6) 

II. Separation and Engagement 
Repentance 

Acts 2:38 (NIV) The day of Pentecost… 38 Peter replied, “Repent 
and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.” 

We must repent first to                            

Crucifixion 
Matthew 16:24 (NIV) Following Jesus…Then Jesus said to his 

disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” (Mk 8:34; Lk 9:23) 

Disciples first must                         

Deliverance 
Luke 4:18-19 (NIV) Jesus in Nazareth…18 “The Spirit of the Lord is 

on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom (deliverance) for 
the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.” (See Isaiah 61:1,2; Isaiah 58:6) 

Disciples are freed through God’s supernatural                         

III. The Foolishness of the Cross 

“May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.”  
— The Apostle Paul to the Galatians, Gal 6:14 

Jesus was punished that we might be forgiven — Isaiah 53:5-6 

Jesus was wounded that we might be healed — Matthew 8:17 

Jesus was made sin that we might become righteous — 2 Cor 5:21 

Jesus became poor that we might have abundance — 2 Cor 8:9 

Jesus became a curse that we might receive God’s blessing — Gal 3:13 

Jesus bore our shame that we might share His glory — Hebrews 12:2 

Jesus was rejected that we might be accepted — Isaiah 53:3-6 
      

Jesus died that we might have life — Romans 6:23 
 

Check out A Year in The Bible Podcast. 
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