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I. Let's Calm Down

1 Peter 3:15-16 (NIV) Suffering for Doing Good... 15 But in your hearts
revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you
have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good
behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.

'» Let's be with the truth.

Acts 17:20; 22—23; 26—27; 32 (NIV) Paul was waiting in Athens
for his team... 20 You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears,
and we would like to know what they mean.”... 22 Paul then stood
up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! |
see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as | walked
around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, | even found
an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. So you are
ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what | am going
to proclaim to you.

26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit
the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history
and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they
would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though
he is not far from any one of us... 32 When they heard about the
resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others said,
“We want to hear you again on this subject.”

v» God is and has always been at work in our

Il. What Makes Jesus Unique

1 No one else claims to be God. Mark 11

2) No one else claims “I will die for you." Mark 10:45

3) No one else claims “I will rise.” Matthew 27:63

5) No one else is reported as a miracle worker in their life.

6) No one said your response to me determines your eternity. John 14

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 (NIV) 12 But if it is preached that Christ has been
raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no
resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then
not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, our
preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 More than that, we are then
found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God
that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact
the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has
not been raised either. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is
futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep
in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all
people most to be pitied.

20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of
those who have fallen asleep.

> The is the center of our faith.

lll. Why | Believe in Jesus' Resurrection

2 Corinthians 517

Acts 13:30-32; 1 Corinthians 15:3-8
3) The agreement on Jesus crucified 1 Corinthians 1.17-19

that they believed

6) The disciples and followers of Jesus spoke early & often

1) Personal experience

2) The volume of

5) Jesus' disciples had

7) The believers were transformed and for their faith

8) The of Jesus that became leaders

Unquestionably, Jesus' resurrection from the dead stands at the
very center of the Christian faith. Without it, there is no salvation
and our deceased loved ones are without a Christian hope. A
glorious eternity for those who commit themselves to Jesus Christ's
truth is based on His resurrection. —Dr. Gary R. Habermas, Ph.D

I have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me.
The life | now live in the body, | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himself for me. —Galatians 2:20
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