
True Story — Wise Men  
 December 16–17, 2023 

Pastor Doyle Jackson 

I. Didn’t See It Coming   

Matthew 2:1—15 (NIV) The Birth of Jesus… After Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east 
came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” 

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 
him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and 
teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 
“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has 
written: 

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact 
time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go 
and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, 
so that I too may go and worship him.” 

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star 
they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother 
Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their 
treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they 
returned to their country by another route. 

13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to 
Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child 
to kill him.” 

14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for 
Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled 
what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my 
son.” 

We can trust                    : His word and His Holy Spirit.  

II. Magi = Wise Men   
Matthew 2:16—17 (NIV) Herod the Great’s Fury… 16 When Herod 

realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and 
he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who 
were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had 
learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said through the prophet 
Jeremiah was fulfilled… 

These men were watching for God in the                             .   

III.   The Shepherds 
Luke 2:8—12 (NIV) Shepherds near Bethlehem… 8 And there were 

shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks 
at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy 
for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find 
a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

Listen, don’t be afraid,                       what you are to do.  

IV.   Joseph  

Mark 6:2—3 (NIV) Jesus ministry on Sabbath… 2 When the Sabbath 
came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him 
were amazed. 

“Where did this man get these things?” they asked. “What’s this 
wisdom that has been given him? What are these remarkable miracles 
he is performing? 3 Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and 
the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here 
with us?” And they took offense at him. 

Ephesians 2:10 (NIV) Made alive in Christ… 10 For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. 

Teach your Children to be                 and skilled.  

I thank you father God for creating me for your purposes. Lord Jesus 
prepare and fit me for serving. I want to mature and serve, In your 
name, Amen 
This Week’s Bible Readings (Use the TCND App if you want to listen): 
□ Sat. Dec. 16,  2 Tim. 1-4   □  Sun. Dec. 17,  Tit 1-3; Philm.    □ Mon., Dec. 18, Heb 1-4   
□Tue. Dec. 19,  Heb 5-9     □  Wed. Dec. 20, Heb 10-13    □ Thur. Dec. 21,  Jam 1-5     

 □Fri. Dec. 22, 1 Pe 1-5      □ Sat. Dec. 23,  2 Pe 1-3    □ Sun. Dec. 24,  1 Jn 1-5   
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