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John 8:31-33 (NIV) 31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If
you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know
the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

33 They answered him, “We are Abraham's descendants and have never
been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?”

Il. What Do We Really Need?
¥» Who or what is the problem in America?

“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to
do nothing.” — John F. Kennedy, Edmond Burke, or Rev. Charles Aked

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly...”
- Psalms 111-2

Hot Take #4 One Nation Under God

Joshua 1:8-9 (NIV) 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips;
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything
written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have | not
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”

¥» God's provision is connected to our

Romans 13:3 (NIV) 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but
for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in
authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended.

Il. Where to Begin?

2 Chronicles 7:14 (NIV) 14 if my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their
wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven, and | will forgive their sin and
will heal their land.

Hot Take #5 Separation of Church and State...
Unless You're a Christian

'» George Washington encouraged attendance

¥» Thomas Jefferson believed scripture makes us better

¥» Benjamin Franklin taught his to introduce Christianity

¥» John Quincy Adams saw the bring church
and state together in a unique bond

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people he chose
for his inheritance.” — Psalms 33:12

lll. Why Are They Offended?
Israel's Desire for a King

1 Samuel 8:19—20 (NIV) 19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel.
“Nol" they said. “We want a king over us. 20 Then we will be like all the
other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our
battles.”

IV. Starting Point
A Kingdom Perspective

Luke 19:11-13 (NIV) 11 While they were listening to this, he [Jesus] went
on to tell them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the people
thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. 12 He
said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself
appointed king and then to return. 13 So he called ten of his servants and
gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,’ he said, ‘until | come
back.”

'» God sees this life as territory

1 Timothy 2:1-2 (NLT) 1| urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask
God to help them; intercede on their behalf, and give thanks for them.

2 Pray in this way for kings and all who are in authority so that we can
live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and dignity.”

Daniel 2:20-21 (NIV) 20 “Praise be to the name of God forever and ever;
wisdom and power are his. 21 He changes times and seasons; he
deposes kings and raises up others. He gives wisdom to the wise and
knowledge to the discerning.”



Hot Take #6 Amazing Grace, How Sweet The Sound

V. A World of Noise

I» Fear
'» Anger

¥» Pride

¥» Desperation

“Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin condemns any people.”
- Proverbs 14:34

VL. Pray for Our Leaders — Live Like Believers

1 Timothy 2:1-5 (NIV) 1 | urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers,
intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— 2 for kings and all
those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all
godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior,

4 who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the
truth. 5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and
mankind, the man Christ Jesus.

¥» Don't let your heart be troubled; Jesus came

James 2:14-15 (NIV) 14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if
someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save
them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food.

VII. Amazing Grace — Free?

Romans 3:23-25 (NIV) 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption
that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of
atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He
did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he
had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished—

'» Jesus gave as our righteousness

Notes:

Good questions to ask yourself during these Hot Takes:

1) How can | give God my best this week?
Pray, “Lord, show me how to change, to repent, that Your blessings
might flow through me to those all around me.”

2) When was the last time | gave something up that | might know
God or serve Hm?

3) How does looking to God give us optimism but looking to the
world leaves us disappointed?
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