
The	Leadership
Tests



Deut.	8:2
Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in 
the desert these forty years, to humble you, and to test 
you, in order to know what was in your heart, whether 
or not you would keep His commands.
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Tests	come	for	6	reasons.
• To purify our motivations.
• To discover the hidden corruption of our hearts.
• To try the genuineness of our faith.
• To learn how to draw on the grace of God.
• To take in God’s wisdom & character.
• To equip His leaders with spiritual understanding.



2	Timothy	2:20
In a large house there are articles not only of gold and 
silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for special 
purposes, and some for common use.
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• Responsible for menial tasks.
• God’s leader must love serving.
• 2 Kings 3:11 – “Elisha, the son of Shaphat is here, who 

poured water on the hands of Elijah.”



2.	The	Motivation	Test



2.	The	Motivation	Test
• To expose to a leader his true inner intentions.



2.	The	Motivation	Test
• To expose to a leader his true inner intentions.
• Why are you serving God?



2.	The	Motivation	Test
• To expose to a leader his true inner intentions.
• Why are you serving God?
• “...love from a pure heart, a good conscience, and a 

sincere faith.” 
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• To expose to a leader his true inner intentions.
• Why are you serving God?
• “...love from a pure heart, a good conscience, and a 

sincere faith.” 
• Balaam



You can hear what sounds like a 
Word from the Lord, but in actuality, 

it is His voice filtered through 
the idol in your heart.
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3.	The	Patience	Test
• When a leader’s expectations are not fulfilled in the 

timeframe he anticipated.
• Heb. 12:1 – “Run with patience the race that is set 

before us...”
• Gal. 6:9 – “....not become weary in doing good, for at 

the proper time we will reap a harvest, if we do not 
give up.”
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4.	The	Word	Test
• When the leader experiences circumstances that 

seem to nullify a word he’s received from the Lord.
• 1 Tim. 1:18 – “...in accordance with the prophecies 

previously made concerning you, that by them you 
fight the good fight, keeping faith and a good 
conscience.”
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5.	The	Character	Test
• The leader is tempted to sin because of the lust of the 

flesh, the lust of the eyes, or the pride of life.
• The 3 G’s.
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• God directly or indirectly guides a leader into a 

materially or spiritually dry and desolate place.
• Moses 
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7.	The	Discouragement	Test	
• When a leader allows circumstances or people to 

dishearten him, and deprive him of courage in the 
Lord.

• His joy must come from delighting himself in the Lord.
• David
• Complaining puts your future on hold.
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8.	The	Usage	Test	
• When a leader goes thru a period where the need, 

demand, opportunity, or invitation to exercise his 
ministry is not there.

• “But whatever things were gain to me, those things I 
have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. More than 
that, I count all things to be loss in view of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.”




