
















“No reader of the book of Acts 
can help from being struck about how much 
activity is centered around The Holy Spirit, 

whom Jesus sent to Earth on the day of Pentecost. 
No other character in the book of Acts 

is nearly as important as The Holy Spirit, 
and the early Christians knew it.”

- Eyewitness Bible Series: Acts





EQUIPPING FOR MINISTRY

Part 3 Acts – OutReach Begins Chapters 5-11:18
Chapter Events: Chapter Themes
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5 Ananias and Sapphira
Preaching/Power/Trouble

6-7 Stephen
8 Saul - Simon - Philip
9 Saul saved to Paul

10 Peter and Cornelius
11 The Church Praises the 

inclusion of the Gentiles 
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EQUIPPING FOR MINISTRY

Chapter Events: Chapter Themes
Part 3 Acts – OutReach Begins Chapters 5-11:18

5-7 Trouble in/on the Church
8 Explosion of the Church
9-10 Unexpected coverts to the Church
11 The Unity of the Church

5 Ananias and Sapphira
Preaching/Power/Trouble

6-7 Stephen
8 Saul - Simon - Philip
9 Saul saved to Paul

10 Peter and Cornelius
11 The Church Praises the 

inclusion of the Gentiles 



Stephen



Video: Stephen  7 min



“A dead Greek, alive Turk, 
and an ascended Jew -

changing the world together 
through the power of the Holy Spirit,

Like I said… God defiantly has a sense of humor”

Stephen…



EQUIPPING FOR MINISTRY

Acts 8:1-4 (NIV)

And Saul approved of their killing him (Stephen).
On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in 
Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout 
Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply 
for him. 3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to 
house, he dragged off both men and women and put them in prison.
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Acts 8:1-4 (NIV)

And Saul approved of their killing him (Stephen).
On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in 
Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout 
Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply 
for him. 3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to 
house, he dragged off both men and women and put them in prison.
4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.
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Acts 11:19-21 (NIV)

Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke 
out when Stephen was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus
and Antioch, spreading the word only among Jews.
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Acts 11:19-21 (NIV)

Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke 
out when Stephen was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus
and Antioch, spreading the word only among Jews.
20 Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to 
Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good 
news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a 
great number of people believed and turned to the Lord. 
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Matthew 28:16-20 (NIV)

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped 
him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said,
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

Part 3 Acts – Chapter 8 Explosion of the Church 



“After my death a great persecution was started by the Jews in 
Jerusalem against the church. The Jewish leaders didn't know 
it but they were actually infecting the world with Christianity. 
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“After my death a great persecution was started by the Jews in 
Jerusalem against the church. The Jewish leaders didn't know 
it but they were actually infecting the world with Christianity. 
The persecution of the Jews forced the dispersion of 
Christians, eventually including the apostles. 

But this was only setting the stage. 
The real catalyst was these dispersed Christians

“wanted” to make disciples. 
They “wanted” to follow the direct command of Jesus to take the 

gospel to the whole world and make disciples.”

Stephen…
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• Last week: Boldness
• This Week:



Part 3 Acts – Chapter 8 Explosion of the Church 

• Last week: Boldness
• This Week: Want

Next week: Acts Chapters 11:19-15:35


