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John 12:12-16 NIV  
12 The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival 
heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13 They took palm 
branches and went out to meet him, shouting, 
“Hosanna!”  
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Blessed is the king of Israel!” 
14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: 
15 “Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; see, your king is coming, 
seated on a donkey’s colt.”  
16 At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus 
was glorified did they realize that these things had been written 
about him and that these things had been done to him. 

Our expectations have a big impact on our perception of a 
situation and our reaction to what happens. 

Matthew 21:12-13 NIV 
Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were 
buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the benches of those selling doves. [13] "It is written," 
he said to them, "'My house will be called a house of prayer,' but 
you are making it 'a den of robbers.'" 

Zech 9:9 NIV 
"Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 



    Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you, 
    righteous and victorious, 
lowly and riding on a donkey, 
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

Isaiah 55:7-9 NIV 
 "Let the wicked forsake their ways 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts. 
Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, 
    and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    neither are your ways my ways,” 
declares the Lord. 
9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

Jeremiah 29:11 NIV - For I know the plans I have for you," declares 
the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future. 

Jeremiah 29:5-14 NIV- "Build houses and settle down; plant 
gardens and eat what they produce.  6 Marry and have sons and 
daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in 
marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase 
in number there; do not decrease.  7 Also, seek the peace and 
prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to 



the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper."  8 Yes, 
this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: "Do not let 
the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to 
the dreams you encourage them to have.  9 They are prophesying 
lies to you in my name. I have not sent them," declares the LORD.  
10 This is what the LORD says: "When seventy years are completed 
for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to 
bring you back to this place.  11 For I know the plans I have for you," 
declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.  12 Then you will call upon me 
and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  13 You will seek 
me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.  14 I will be 
found by you," declares the LORD, "and will bring you back from 
captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I 
have banished you," declares the LORD, "and will bring you back to 
the place from which I carried you into exile.” 

Hebrews 2:14-15 NIV  Since the children have flesh and blood, he 
too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy 
him who holds the power of death-- that is, the devil--  15 and free 
those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.


