
 
 

      Order of Worship 
      February 18, 2026 
       Ash Wednesday 



 

  
 

 

 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 
[The assembly gathers in silence.] 
 
WELCOME 
 
THE GATHERING CALL 
 
Pastor: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
 
KYRIE 
 

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us  
pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the  
church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship  
and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
 



 

  
 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN: There is a Balm in Gilead – ELW#614 
 
 

 
 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you 
forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, 
so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all 
mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 
 



 

  
 
THE WORD OF GOD  
 
THE FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:1-12 
 

Shout out; do not hold back! 
  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
 Announce to my people their rebellion, 
  to the house of Jacob their sins. 
Yet day after day they seek me 
  and delight to know my ways, 
 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
 they ask of me righteous judgments; 
  they want God on their side. 
“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day 
  and oppress all your workers. 
You fast only to quarrel and to fight 
  and to strike with a wicked fist. 
 Such fasting as you do today 
  will not make your voice heard on high. 
Is such the fast that I choose, 
  a day to humble oneself? 
 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush 
  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
 Will you call this a fast, 
  a day acceptable to the LORD? 
Is not this the fast that I choose: 
  to loose the bonds of injustice, 
  to undo the straps of the yoke, 
 to let the oppressed go free, 
  and to break every yoke? 
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
 when you see the naked, to cover them 
  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
 your vindicator shall go before you; 
  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
  you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 
 If you remove the yoke from among you, 
  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 



 

  
 
if you offer your food to the hungry 
  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
 then your light shall rise in the darkness 
  and your gloom be like the noonday. 
The LORD will guide you continually 
  and satisfy your needs in parched places 
  and make your bones strong, 
 and you shall be like a watered garden, 
  like a spring of water 
  whose waters never fail. 
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
  the restorer of streets to live in. 
 
Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of Life.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 32 (Read responsively by half verse.)  
 

Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. 
 
Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity 
and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
 
While I kept silent, my body wasted away 
through my groaning all day long. 
 
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.  Selah 
 
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you 
forgave the guilt of my sin.  Selah 
 
 Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; at a time of 
distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them. 
You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; 
you surround me with glad cries of deliverance.  Selah 
 
I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; 
I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 
 



 

  
 

Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 
whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle,  
else it will not stay near you. 
 
Many are the torments of the wicked, 
but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the LORD. 
 
Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, 
and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 

 
 
 
THE SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 
 

So, we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through 
us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ: be reconciled to God. For our sake God 
made the one who knew no sin to be sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. As we work together with him, we entreat you also not 
to accept the grace of God in vain.  For he says, 
 

“At an acceptable time, I have listened to you, 
    and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 
 

Look, now is the acceptable time; look, now is the day of salvation! We are 
putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our 
ministry, but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every 
way: in great endurance, afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, 
imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; in purity, knowledge, 
patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the 
power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for 
the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated 
as impostors and yet are true, as unknown and yet are well known, as dying 
and look—we are alive, as punished and yet not killed, as sorrowful yet 
always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having nothing and yet 
possessing everything. 
 

 
Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of Life.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – How Firm a Foundation – ELW#796 v. 1 
 

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in 
His excellent Word! What more can He say than to you He has said 
who unto the Savior for refuge have fled.  



 

  
 
 
 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
 
THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before 
others in order to be seen by them, for then you have no reward from your 
Father in heaven. 
 

“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be 
praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But 
when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is 
doing, so that your alms may be done in secret, and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. 
 

“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to 
stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they 
may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But 
whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 
Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 

“And whenever you fast, do not look somber, like the hypocrites, for they 
mark their faces to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and 
wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your 
Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 
 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
 
 
THE SERMON – Repairers of the Breach – Pastor Frank Waugh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY – Beneath the Cross of Jesus – ELW #338 
 

 
 
 
INVITATION TO LENT 
 

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of 
remembering Jesus’ passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is 
renewed. 
 

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for 
God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to 
love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful 
rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do 
not enjoy the life our creator intended. 
 

 



 

  
 
As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil 
and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite 
you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, 
prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by the 
gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these forty 
days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
[The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for  
reflection and self-examination.] 
 
Most holy and merciful God, 
we confess to you and to one another, 
and before the whole company of heaven, 
that we have sinned by our fault, 
by our own fault, 
by our own most grievous fault, 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as 
we have been forgiven. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not 
been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have 
infected our lives, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, 
we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that 
is in us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 



 

  
 
 
Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice 
and cruelty, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors,  
and our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we  
confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those 
who come after us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
 
 
THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 
May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us 
that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
[People may come forward and kneel or stand to receive the ashes. 
The pastor will mark the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, 
saying: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.] 
 
Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 
By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
 



 

  
 
THE OFFERING  
 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC – “Bread of Life” video 

 
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in 
the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for 
those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our 
treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 
 

The Spirit of the triune God 
(+) bless you with joy, 
anoint you with compassion, 
and send you in love. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



 

  
 
THE SENDING SONG – Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me – ELW #623 

 
 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; 
hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; 
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1517 Luther Way 
Southern Pines, NC 28387 

(910) 692-2662 
oursaviouronline.org 

 


