
 
 

      Order of Worship 
      March 8, 2026 
       Third Sunday in Lent 

 



 

  
 
PRELUDE – Abide with Me – arr. Frances L. Callahan – OSLC Handbells 
  
WELCOME  
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, (+)	one God, 
who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 
and blots out all offenses. 
 
[Silence is kept for reflection.] 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor  
you: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your  
word: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, 
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs  
of your healing and hope in the world: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding 
Christ’s call to come forth to life: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 
Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the 
righteousness of Christ. In the name of (+)	Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in 
you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.  
 

Amen. 



 

  
 
PROCESSIONAL SONG – All Are Welcome – ELW 641 v. 1-2 
 

 
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

People: And also with you.   



 

  
 
KYRIE 



 

  
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash 
away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that 
flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7 
 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 
journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, 
but there was no water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with 
Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you 
quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” But the people thirsted there 
for water, and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you 
bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with 
thirst?” So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do for this people? 
They are almost ready to stone me.” The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead 
of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your 
hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go. I will be standing there 
in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out 
of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders 
of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 
quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 
 

 
Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of Life.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM 95 
 

O come, let us sing to the LORD; 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
 
For the LORD is a great God 
and a great King above all gods. 
 
In his hand are the depths of the earth; 
the heights of the mountains are his also. 
 



 

  
 

The sea is his, for he made it, 
and the dry land, which his hands have formed. 
 
O come, let us worship and bow down; 
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 
 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture 
and the sheep of his hand. 
O that today you would listen to his voice! 
 
Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 
as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 
 
when your ancestors tested me 
and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work. 
 
For forty years I loathed that generation and said, “They are  
a people whose hearts go astray, 
and they do not regard my ways.” 
 
Therefore in my anger I swore, 
“They shall not enter my rest.” 
 

 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 
 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 



 

  
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
 

People: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 5:38-48 
 

 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.’ But I say to you: Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you 
on the right cheek, turn the other also, and if anyone wants to sue you and 
take your shirt, give your coat as well, and if anyone forces you to go one 
mile, go also the second mile. Give to the one who asks of you, and do not 
refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you. 
 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’ But I say to you: Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven, for he 
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good and sends rain on the 
righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what 
reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you 
greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? 
Do not even the gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
 
THE SERMON – Radical Love – Pastor Frank Waugh  
 



 

  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY – Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 

     ELW 719 v. 1-4 

 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH – The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 
 



 

  
 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE PEACE 
 
THE OFFERING – Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus – arr. Kevin McChesney  

OSLC Handbells 
 
THE OFFERING RESPONSE – Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 
and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, 
draw us into the death and life of your Son, 
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 



 

  
 
 
 
 
THE PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and 
prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
THE SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS 
 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
 



 

  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 
 
AGNUS DEI  



 

  
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 

We believe and teach that the Real Presence of Christ is present in, under 
and through the bread and wine as means of grace, offering forgiveness of 
sins and new life to believers in Christ. Baptized followers of Jesus are 
welcome to partake of the sacrament regardless of denominational 
affiliation. Small children and unbaptized adults are invited to come forward 
to receive a blessing. We ask older children and adults seeking the blessing 
to cross hands to shoulders to indicate a desire for blessing. 
 
 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC – Select Lenten hymns from the OSLC hymnal 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

God of our salvation, 
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 
Through the body and blood of your Son, 
may we become Christ’s body in the world, 
bearing witness to your love for all creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE BLESSING 
 

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 
God, who calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 
(+)	bless you now and always. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 
 
THE SENDING SONG – Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee – ELW 836 

 
 
THE DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
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