
 
 

      Order of Worship 
      July 12, 2026 
      7th Sunday after Pentecost 

                
 
 
 

 



 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
PRELUDE – Quiet Meditation – Lynda Parker Loucks 
  
WELCOME  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



 

  
 
 
GATHERING SONG – Be Thou My Vision – ELW 793 

 
 
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

People: And also with you.   
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By 
your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow 
in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 



 

  
 
 
 
THE FIRST READING: Ruth 3:1-18 
 

Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, I need to seek some 
security for you, so that it may be well with you. Now here is our kinsman 
Boaz, with whose young women you have been working. See, he is 
winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. Now wash and anoint 
yourself, and put on your best clothes and go down to the threshing floor, 
but do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and 
drinking. When he lies down, observe the place where he lies; then go and 
uncover his feet and lie down, and he will tell you what to do.” She said to 
her, “All that you say I will do.” 
  So she went down to the threshing floor and did just as her mother-in-law 
had instructed her. When Boaz had eaten and drunk and was in a contented 
mood, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain. Then she came 
stealthily and uncovered his feet and lay down. At midnight the man was 
startled and turned over, and there, lying at his feet, was a woman! He said, 
“Who are you?” And she answered, “I am Ruth, your servant; spread your 
cloak over your servant, for you are next-of-kin.” He said, “May you be 
blessed by the LORD, my daughter; this last instance of your loyalty is better 
than the first; you have not gone after young men, whether poor or 
rich. And now, my daughter, do not be afraid, I will do for you all that you 
ask, for all the assembly of my people know that you are a worthy 
woman. But now, though it is true that I am a near kinsman, there is 
another kinsman more closely related than I. Remain this night, and in the 
morning, if he will act as next-of-kin for you, good; let him do it. But if he is 
not willing to act as next-of-kin for you, then, as the LORD lives, I will act as 
next-of-kin for you. Lie down until the morning.” 
  So she lay at his feet until morning but got up before one person could 
recognize another, for he said, “It must not be known that the woman came 
to the threshing floor.” Then he said, “Bring the cloak you are wearing and 
hold it out.” So she held it, and he measured out six measures of barley and 
put it on her back; then he went into the town. She came to her mother-in-
law, who said, “How did things go with you, my daughter?” Then she told 
her all that the man had done for her, saying, “He gave me these six 
measures of barley, for he said, ‘Do not go back to your mother-in-law 
empty-handed.’ ” She replied, “Wait, my daughter, until you learn how the 
matter turns out, for the man will not rest but will settle the matter today.” 
 

 
Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of Life.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 

  
 
 
Psalm 65:9-13 (read responsively by half verse) 
 

You visit the earth and water it; you greatly enrich it; 
the river of God is full of water; you provide the people  
with grain, for so you have prepared it. 

 
You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, 
softening it with showers, and blessing its growth. 
 
You crown the year with your bounty; 
your wagon tracks overflow with richness. 
 
The pastures of the wilderness overflow; 
the hills gird themselves with joy; 
 
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks; the valleys  
deck themselves with grain; 
they shout and sing together for joy. 

 
 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 
 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – ELW 172 
 
 

 
 
 



 

  
 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such 
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, 
while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in 
parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some 
seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell 
on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell 
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on 
good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. If you have ears, hear!” 
  “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what 
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy, yet such a person has no root but endures 
only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the 
word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among 
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the 
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was 
sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, 
who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
 
THE SERMON – THE WELCOMING GATE: Receiving at the Door 
     Pastor Frank Waugh 
 
 

 
 



 

  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY – Will You Come and Follow Me – ELW 798 v. 1-2, 5 

 



 

  
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH – The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
THE OFFERING 
 
THE OFFERING MUSIC – Festival Cortege – Clarence Kohlmann 
 
THE OFFERING RESPONSE – Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 
         ELW 884 
 

 
 
 



 

  
 
 
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
 
THE PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 

 



 

  
 
THE SANCTUS – ELW p. 153
 

 
 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 
AGNUS DEI – Lamb of God – ELW 195 
 

 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 

We believe and teach that the Real Presence of Christ is present in, under 
and through the bread and wine as means of grace, offering forgiveness of 
sins and new life to believers in Christ. Baptized followers of Jesus are 
welcome to partake of the sacrament regardless of denominational 
affiliation. Small children and unbaptized adults are invited to come forward 
to receive a blessing. We ask older children and adults seeking the blessing 
to cross hands to shoulders to indicate a desire for blessing. 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC – In a Quiet Garden – Charles E. Overholt 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, ☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen. 



 

  
 
THE SENDING SONG – O Zion, Haste – ELW 668

 
 

 
THE DISMISSAL  
 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 



 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

All Are Welcome! 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1517 Luther Way 
Southern Pines, NC 28387 

(910) 692-2662 
oursaviouronline.org 

 
 


