
 
 

      Order of Worship 
       September 13, 2026 
      16th Sunday after Pentecost 

                
 
 

 
 



 

  
 

 
 
 
 
PRELUDE – Meditation on St. Edmund – Gerald Peterson 
  
WELCOME 
 
BLESSING OF STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS  
 

Eternal God, father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our great teacher and savior, bless these your 
servants as they begin the school year. Your Son was once himself a child learning and 
teaching in the temple. Grant that all who enter into places of learning as students and 
educators this year be filled with your grace and heavenly wisdom—that all their efforts be 
directed by your Holy Spirit, and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 
☩  one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us 
and all of creation. 
Amen. 
 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

To you, O God, 
all hearts are open, and all desires are known. We come to you, confessing 
our sins. Forgive us in your mercy and remember us in your love. Show us 
your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake 
of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

 
By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and 
resurrection of ☩  Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and 
might strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 



 

  
 
GATHERING SONG – Gather Us In – ELW 532 v. 1

 
 



 

  
 
 
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

People: And also with you. 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace 
our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing 
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
WORD OF GOD 
Pastor: God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. You may be seated 
for the hearing of God’s Word. 
 
THE FIRST READING: Revelation 21:3-4, 22:1-7 
 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them and be their God; 
 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either 
side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each 
month, and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed 
will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and 
his servants will worship him; they will see his face, and his name will be on their 
foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the 
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
  And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true, for the Lord, the God of 
the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take 
place.” 
  “See, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of 
this book.” 
 
Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 

  
 
 
 
Psalm 103:1-8 (read responsively) 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, 
bless his holy name. 
 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
 
who satisfies you with good as long as you live 
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
 
The Lord works vindication 
and justice for all who are oppressed. 
 
He made known his ways to Moses, 
his acts to the people of Israel. 
 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 
 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 

 



 

  
 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – Earth and All Stars – ELW 731 v. 1  
 

 
 



 

  
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 24th chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 24:3-13, 30-31 
 

When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, 
“Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the 
age?” Jesus answered them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. For many will come 
in my name, saying, ‘I am the Messiah!’ and they will lead many astray. And you will 
hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, 
but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, 
and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places: all this is but the beginning 
of the birth pangs. 
  “Then they will hand you over to be tortured and will put you to death, and you will be 
hated by all nations because of my name. Then many will fall away, and they will betray 
one another and hate one another. And many false prophets will arise and lead many 
astray. And because of the increase of lawlessness, the love of many will grow cold. But 
the one who endures to the end will be saved. “Then the sign of the Son of Man will 
appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see ‘the 
Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven’ with power and great glory. And he will 
send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four 
winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
 
 

THE SERMON – SONGS OF FAITH – VOL. 2 
 

“Soon and Very Soon” 
 

Pastor Frank Waugh 
 
 

 
 



 

  
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY – Soon and Very Soon – ELW 439 
 

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King, 
soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King, 
soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King, 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King! 
 
No more cryin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King, 
no more cryin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King, 
no more cryin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King, 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King! 
 
No more dyin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King, 
no more dyin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King, 
no more dyin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King, 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King! 
 
Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King, 
soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King, 
soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King, 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH – The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Pastor: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in 
need, and all of God’s creation. 
 

Pastor: God of mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
  

Pastor: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
People: Amen. 



 

  
 
THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
THE OFFERING 
 
THE OFFERING MUSIC – OSLC Choir 
 
THE OFFERING RESPONSE – We Give Thee but Thine Own – ELW 686 v. 1 

 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in grace, and 
fruitful labor. Accept the first fruits of time and toil, field and orchard we offer here. 
Bless and multiply these gifts to our nurture and the care of your creation; for the sake 
of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  



 

  
 
THE PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should always and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, 
you pour out the fire of your Spirit on your church, 
uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. 
And so, with all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
THE SANCTUS – Holy God, We Praise Your Name – ELW 414 v. 1 
 

 



 

  
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

Blessed are you, O God, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
You rescued your covenant people, 
led them on all their journeys, 
and taught them by the prophets. 
You so loved the world 
that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

As often as we eat this bread 
and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit 
in this meal, 
and make us one 
in this community of faith 
and with your people 
throughout the world. 
 

Glory and praise to you, O God, 
Author of life, 
Word made flesh, 
Power of the Most High, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



 

  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
AGNUS DEI – Lamb of God – ELW 195 
 

 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 

We believe and teach that the Real Presence of Christ is present in, under and through 
the bread and wine as means of grace, offering forgiveness of sins and new life to 
believers in Christ. Baptized followers of Jesus are welcome to partake of the 
sacrament regardless of denominational affiliation. Small children and unbaptized 
adults are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. We ask older children and 
adults seeking the blessing to cross hands to shoulders to indicate a desire for blessing. 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC – Soon and Very Soon – Andre Crouch, arr. Jeff Pitts 
 
 



 

  
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us 
with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us 
to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the 
earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you 
with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor 
and ☩  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
THE SENDING SONG – Shall We Gather at the River – ELW 423 

 



 

  
 
THE DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE – Postlude – Francois Couperin 
 
 
 

*** 


