
OUR SAVIOUR LUTHERAN CHURCH
Southern Pines, North Carolina

ORDER FOR WORSHIP
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany

February 12, 2023



PRELUDE

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, (+) one God, who makes all things new, whose
mercy endures forever.

People: Amen.

Pastor: Trusting in God's mercy, let us confess our sin. Holy One, source of our
renewal,

People: we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free
ourselves. We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have
turned away from you. For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us,
that we may be reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Pastor: Thus says our God: "The former things have come to pass and new things I
now declare." God's mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of (+)
Christ our Savior. Amen.

GATHERING SONG - Our God

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

People: And also with you.

THE HYMN OF PRAISE - ELW p. 139

Pastor: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
People: Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you,
we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only
son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory
of God the Father. Amen.



THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals
we accomplish nothing good without you. Help us to see and understand the things
we ought to do, and give us grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
 

THE FIRST READING: Acts 14:8-28
 

In Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet and had never walked,
for he had been lame from birth. He listened to Paul as he was speaking. And Paul,
looking at him intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed, said in a loud
voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And the man sprang up and began to walk.
When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language,
“The gods have come down to us in human form!” Barnabas they called Zeus, and
Paul they called Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. The priest of Zeus,
whose temple was just outside the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates; he
and the crowds wanted to offer sacrifice. When the apostles Barnabas and Paul
heard of it, they tore their clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting, “People,
why are you doing this? We are mortals just like you, and we bring you good news,
that you should turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made the
heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. In past generations he
allowed all peoples to follow their own ways, yet he has not left himself without a
witness in doing good, giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons and filling
you with food and your hearts with joy.” Even with these words, they scarcely
restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice to them.

But Jews came there from Antioch and Iconium and won over the crowds. Then
they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. But
when the disciples surrounded him, he got up and went into the city. The next day
he went on with Barnabas to Derbe.

After they had proclaimed the good news to that city and had made many disciples,
they returned to Lystra, then on to Iconium and Antioch. There they strengthened
the souls of the disciples and encouraged them to continue in the faith, saying, “It
is through many persecutions that we must enter the kingdom of God.” And after
they had appointed elders for them in each church, with prayer and fasting they
entrusted them to the Lord in whom they had come to believe.

Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. When they had spoken
the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia. From there they sailed back to



Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work that
they had completed. When they arrived, they called the church together and related
all that God had done with them and how he had opened a door of faith for the
gentiles. And they stayed there with the disciples for some time.

Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of Life… 
People: Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM: Psalm 119:1-8 (Read responsively by half verse.) 

1 Happy are those whose way is blameless,
who walk in the law of the Lord.

2 Happy are those who keep his decrees,
who seek him with their whole heart,

3 who also do no wrong,
but walk in his ways.

4 You have commanded your precepts
to be kept diligently.

5 O that my ways may be steadfast
in keeping your statutes!

6 Then I shall not be put to shame,
having my eyes fixed on all your commandments.

7 I will praise you with an upright heart,
when I learn your righteous ordinances.

8 I will observe your statutes;
do not utterly forsake me.

THE SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9

And so, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people but rather
as fleshly, as infants in Christ. I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not
ready for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, for you are still fleshly. For as
long as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not fleshly and
behaving according to human inclinations? For when one says, “I belong to Paul,”
and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are you not all too human?

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe,
as the Lord assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.
So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God
who gives the growth. The one who plants and the one who waters have one



purpose, and each will receive wages according to their own labor. For we are God’s
coworkers, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building.

Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of Life… 
People: Thanks be to God. 

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON - Heather Lussier 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – "God, Whose Almighty Word" ELW #673 v. 1

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 5:21-37
 

“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder,’
and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that if you are
angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment, and if you insult a
brother or sister, you will be liable to the council, and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will
be liable to the hell of fire. So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you
remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift
there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then
come and offer your gift. Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on
the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge and the
judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will
never get out until you have paid the last penny.

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you
that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with
her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it
is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be
thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it
away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to
go into hell.

“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of
divorce.’ But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground
of sexual immorality, causes her to commit adultery, and whoever marries a
divorced woman commits adultery.

“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not
swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ But I say to you:
Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth,
for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. And do not



swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. Let your word be
‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one.

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord 
 

People: Thanks be to God! 

THE SERMON: Witnesses: The Ministry - Pastor Frank Waugh

THE HYMN OF THE DAY - Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak- ELW 676

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

THE PEACE

THE OFFERING

THE OFFERING RESPONSE

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free.
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and
shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore,
through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - ELW p. 144

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.



Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PREFACE (Sung by Pastor)

THE SANCTUS

Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Spoken)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come and take the joy of God!

COMMUNION SONGS

Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

THE COMMUNION PRAYER

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this
table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with
you. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



THE BLESSING
The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor's rod (+) bless,
strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen.

THE SENDING SONG - Everywhere I Go

THE DISMISSAL

God in peace. Follow in the way of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE


