
  

Our Saviour ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Lutheran Church Sunday, December 31 10:30 A.M. 

 

 

 
 



PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MEDITATION – PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
 
GATHERING SONG: O Come, All Ye Faithful – ELW #283 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him, born the king of angels: 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all yet citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God in the highest. 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
Yes, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n! 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
PSALM 96 (Read responsively.) 
 

Sing to the Lord a new song; 
Sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
Sing to the Lord and bless God’s name; 
Tell the good news of salvation from day to day. 
Declare God’s glory among the nations, 
God’s marvelous works among all the peoples.  
For great is the Lord, 
And greatly to be praised. 
Let the heavens be glad, 



And let the earth rejoice. 
Let the sea roar,  
And all that fills it; the world, and those who live in it. 
Let the whole creation sing for joy at the presence of God, 
Who is coming. 
God is coming indeed, 
To judge the earth with righteousness, and the peoples with equity 
and truth. Praise the Lord! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became 
flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all we do; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 22:15-18 
 

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, 
“By myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have 
not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make 
your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on 
the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and 
by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, 
because you have obeyed my voice.” 
 
HYMN: O Come, O Come Emmanuel – ELW #257 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and night: 
In strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times you gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
From depths of hell your people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
 
 



SECOND READING: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
 

The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders, 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Great will be his authority,  
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 
HYMN: It Came Upon a Midnight Clear – ELW #282 
 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’s all-gracious king.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 
 
And you, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low, 
Who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow: 
Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; 
Oh, rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing! 
 
For lo! The days are hast’ning on, by prophets seen of old, 
When with the every-circling years shall come the time foretold, 
When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 
And all the world give back the song which now the angels sing. 
 
THIRD READING: Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, 
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 



He shall not judge by what his eyes see 
    or decide by what his ears hear, 
but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor 
    and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb; 
    the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
the calf and the lion will feed together, 
    and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze; 
    their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
    as the waters cover the sea. 
 
HYMN: Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming – ELW #272 
 

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s linage coming as seers of old have sung, 
It came, a flow’r so bright, amid the cold of winter, 
When half-spent was the night. 
 
O Savior, child of Mary, who felt our human woe; 
O Savior, king of glory, who dost our weakness know: 
Bring us at length, we pray, to the bright courts of heaven 
    and into endless day. 
 
FOURTH READING: Luke 2:1-7 
 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house 
and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came 
for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place in the guest room. 
 



HYMN: Away in A Manger – ELW #277 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus: I ask you to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care 
And fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
 
FIFTH READING: Luke 2:8-16 
 

Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So, they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 

HYMN: Angels We Have Heard On High – ELW #289 
 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav’nly song? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 



SIXTH READING: Matthew 2:1-11 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
magi from the east came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have 
come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him, and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the 
prophet: 
 
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me 
word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the 
king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 
in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid 
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

HYMN: We Three Kings? – ELW #296 
 

We Three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
Oh, star of wonder, start of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 
 
Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again; 
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. 
Oh, star of wonder, start of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 
 
Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a deity nigh; 
Prayer and praising, gladly raising, worshiping God Most High. 
Oh, star of wonder, start of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 
 
 



Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb. 
Oh, star of wonder, start of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 
 
THE GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40 
 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the 
law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the 
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the 
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple, and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him 
in his arms and praised God, saying, 

“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
    according to your word, 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
     which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the gentiles 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is 
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel and to be a sign that 
will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a 
sword will pierce your own soul, too.” 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple 
but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment 
she came and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom, and the favor of God was upon him. 



THE SERMON: Chaplain Matt Dobyns 
HYMN: Silent Night, Holy Night – ELW #281 
 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 
THE OFFERING 
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

God of Grace, we remember that all our giving has its foundation in the 
amazing gift you gave to us: putting on flesh and coming in the form of a 
child, Emmanuel, God with us! We dedicate ourselves and all that we have to 
you, through Christ Jesus, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN: The First Noel – ELW #300 
 

The first Noel the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Born s the King of Israel! 
 
They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the east beyond them far; 
And to the earth it gave great light 
And so it continued both day and night. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Born s the King of Israel! 
 
This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
And there it did both stop and stay 
Right over the place where Jesus lay. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 



Born s the King of Israel! 
 
Then entered in those wise men three, 
Full rev’rently upon their knee, 
And offered there in his presence 
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Born s the King of Israel! 
 
THE RESPONSIVE PRAYER 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
And peace to God’s people on earth. 
Blessed are you, Prince of peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice. 
Send your gift of peace to all the nations of the world. 
Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity. 
Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day. 
Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 
Reveal yourself to us in word that we may bear your light to all the 
world. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
And the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord! 
People: Thanks be to God. 
Pastor: May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, 
the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the 
magi, and the peace of the Christ child. Almighty God, Father, (+) Son, and 
Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN: Go Tell It On the Mountain – ELW #290 
 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere; 
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
While shepherds kept their watching 
O’er silent flocks by night, 
Behold, throughout the heavens, 
There shone a holy light! 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere; 
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
The shepherds feared and trembled 
When, lo, above the earth 
Rang out the angel chorus 
That hailed our Savior’s birth. 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere; 
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
Down in a lonely manger 
The humble Christ was born; 
And God sent us salvation. 
That blessed Christmas morn. 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere; 
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Go in peace! Share the good news! 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


