
 
 

      Order of Worship 
      May 17, 2026 
       Seventh Sunday in Easter 

 
 

 

 



 

  
 

 
PRELUDE  
  
WELCOME  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. Amen. 



 

  
 
GATHERING SONG – This Is My Father’s World – ELW 824 v. 1, 3 
 

 
 
 
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

People: And also with you.   



 

  
 
KYRIE 



 

  
 
HYMN OF PRAISE – Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing – ELW 886 v. 1 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your 
right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that 
all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
THE FIRST READING: 1 Peter 4:12-19, 5:6-11 
 

 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among 
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But 
rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also 
be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for 
the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the 
Spirit of God, is resting on you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a 
thief, a criminal, or even as a mischief maker. Yet if any of you suffers as a 
Christian, do not consider it a disgrace, but glorify God because you bear 
this name. For the time has come for judgment to begin with the household 
of God; if it begins with us, what will be the end for those who do not obey 
the gospel of God? And 
 “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, 
  what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 
Therefore, let those suffering in accordance with God’s will entrust their lives 
to a faithful Creator, while continuing to do good. 
 



 

  
 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he 
may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares 
for you. Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary 
the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, 
steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the 
world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have 
suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 
establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of Life.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
 

Let God rise up; let his enemies be scattered; 
let those who hate him flee before him. 
 

As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; 
as wax melts before the fire, let the wicked perish before God. 
 

But let the righteous be joyful; 
let them exult before God; let them be jubilant with joy. 
 

Sing to God; sing praises to his name; 
lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds— 
his name is the LORD—be exultant before him. 
 

Father of orphans and protector of widows 
is God in his holy habitation. 
 

God gives the desolate a home to live in; 
he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, 
but the rebellious live in a parched land. 
 

O God, when you went out before your people, 
when you marched through the wilderness, Selah 
 

the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain at the  
presence of God, the God of Sinai, 
at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
 

Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad; 
you restored your heritage when it languished; 
 

your flock found a dwelling in it; 
in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy. 
 

Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 
sing praises to the Lord, Selah 
 



 

  
 

O rider in the heavens, the ancient heavens; 
listen, he sends out his voice, his mighty voice. 
 

Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel 
and whose power is in the skies. 
 

Awesome is God in his sanctuary, the God of Israel; 
he gives power and strength to his people. 
Blessed be God! 

 
 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 
 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – Rejoice, for Christ is King! – ELW 430 v. 1 
 
 

 
 
 



 

  
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
THE GOSPEL READING: John 17:1-11 
 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, 
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 
you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life 
to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know 
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. I glorified 
you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, 
glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence 
before the world existed. 
  “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you, for 
the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received 
them and know in truth that I came from you, and they have believed that 
you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 
world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All 
mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them. And 
now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming 
to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so 
that they may be one, as we are one. 
 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
THE SERMON – THE WAY OF JESUS: HUMANITY – Chaplain Matt Dobyns 
 
 

 
 

 



 

  
 
 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY–The Church of Christ, in Every Age–ELW 729 v. 1, 3, 5 

 
 
 
 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH (The Nicene Creed) 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

 



 

  
 
 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
and became truly human.  
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come.  Amen. 
 
 

 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

 
 

THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

 
 
THE OFFERING 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  
 
 
THE OFFERING RESPONSE – Now Thank We All Our God – ELW 840 v. 3 
 
 

 
 
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus,  
Amen. 
 



 

  
 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  

 
 
 

 
THE PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter  
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 



 

  
 
THE SANCTUS – Holy God, We Praise Your Name – ELW 414 v. 4 
 

  
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 



 

  
 
AGNUS DEI – Lamb of God – ELW 195 
 

 
 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 

We believe and teach that the Real Presence of Christ is present in, under 
and through the bread and wine as means of grace, offering forgiveness of 
sins and new life to believers in Christ. Baptized followers of Jesus are 
welcome to partake of the sacrament regardless of denominational 
affiliation. Small children and unbaptized adults are invited to come forward 
to receive a blessing. We ask older children and adults seeking the blessing 
to cross hands to shoulders to indicate a desire for blessing. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 
(+)	bless you now and forever. Amen. 



 

  
 
THE SENDING SONG – Blessing and Honor – ELW 854 

 
 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
 



 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

All Are Welcome! 
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1517 Luther Way 
Southern Pines, NC 28387 

(910) 692-2662 
oursaviouronline.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 


