
   
 

   
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

OUR SAVIOUR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Southern Pines, North Carolina  

 

ORDER FOR WORSHIP 
6th Sunday after Pentecost – July 17, 2022 

  



  
 

   
 

PRELUDE- Organ 
 

WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, (+) one God, 
Who forgives all our sin, 
Whose mercy endures forever. 

 
Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, 
Let us remember the gift of baptism and forgiveness of sin. 

 
God of mercy, 
We confess that we have sinned against you, 

Against one another, 
And against the creation entrusted to our care. 
We’re worried and distracted by many things, 

And we fail to love you above all else. 
We look after ourselves 
And turn our back on those unlike us. 

We participate in separating ourselves from others 
Creating distinctions that divide us 
We create hostility where you desire peace. 

Forgive us, that we may live in the unifying freedom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

When we were laid low by sin and guilt, 
God made us alive together with Christ, 
Forgiving us (+) all our trespasses 

By taking our sins to the cross. 
For freedom Christ has set us free, 
But this freedom is not for selfish consumption, 

We are freed from sin to be free for service. 
Rejoice in this good news! 
 

 

THE GATHERING SONG: No Longer Slaves 
 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

People: And also with you. 

 
 
 

 



  
 

   
 

 
THE HYMN OF PRAISE - ELW p. 139 
 

Pastor: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
People: Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, 
we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only son 

of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive 
our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 

are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our 
guest. Amid the cares of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we 

may treasure your word above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

                                                                                                                                  

THE FIRST READING: Esther 3 
 

After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman son of Hammedatha the 
Agagite and advanced him and set his seat above all the officials who were with 
him. And all the king’s servants who were at the king’s gate bowed down and did 

obeisance to Haman, for the king had so commanded concerning him. But Mordecai 
did not bow down or do obeisance. Then the king’s servants who were at the king’s 
gate said to Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s command?” When they 

spoke to him day after day and he would not listen to them, they told Haman, in 
order to see whether Mordecai’s words would stand, for he had told them that he 
was a Jew. When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow down or do obeisance to 

him, Haman was infuriated. But he thought it beneath him to kill only Mordecai. So, 
having been told who Mordecai’s people were, Haman plotted to destroy all the 
Jews, the people of Mordecai, throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus.  

 
In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King 
Ahasuerus, they cast Pur—which means “the lot”—before Haman for the day and for 

the month, and the lot fell on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the 
month of Adar. Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people 
scattered and separated among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom; 

their laws are different from those of every other people, and they do not keep the 
king’s laws, so that it is not appropriate for the king to tolerate them. If it pleases 
the king, let a decree be issued for their destruction, and I will pay ten thousand 

talents of silver into the hands of those who have charge of the king’s business, so 
that they may put it into the king’s treasuries.” So the king took his signet ring 
from his hand and gave it to Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of 

the Jews. The king said to Haman, “The money is given to you, and the people as 
well, to do with them as it seems good to you.” 



  
 

   
 

Then the king’s secretaries were summoned on the thirteenth day of the first 
month, and an edict, according to all that Haman commanded, was written to the 
king’s satraps and to the governors over all the provinces and to the officials of all 

the peoples, to every province in its own script and every people in its own 
language; it was written in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed with the king’s 
ring. Letters were sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces, giving orders to 

destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all Jews, young and old, children and women, in 
one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, and 
to plunder their goods. A copy of the document was to be issued as a decree in 

every province by proclamation, calling on all the peoples to be ready for that 
day. The couriers went quickly by order of the king, and the decree was issued in 
the citadel of Susa. The king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa was 

thrown into confusion. 

Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of Life… 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 15 (Read responsively by half verse.) 
 

O Lord, who may abide in your tent? 

    Who may dwell on your holy hill? 
Those who walk blamelessly and do what is right 
    and speak the truth from their heart; 

who do not slander with their tongue 
    and do no evil to their friends 
    nor heap shame upon their neighbors; 

in whose eyes the wicked are despised 
    but who honor those who fear the Lord; 
who stand by their oath even to their hurt; 

    who do not lend money at interest 
    and do not take a bribe against the innocent. 
Those who do these things shall never be moved. 
 

THE SECOND READING: Colossians 1:15-28 
 

St. Paul writes, “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation, for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have 

been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 

everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him 
God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
by making peace through the blood of his cross.” 

 
 



  
 

   
 

“And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has 
now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and 
blameless and irreproachable before him, provided that you continue securely 

established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by 
the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under 
heaven. I, Paul, became a minister of this gospel.” 

“I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing 
what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. I 
became its minister according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to 

make the word of God fully known, the mystery that has been hidden throughout 
the ages and generations but has now been revealed to his saints. To them God 
chose to make known how great among the gentiles are the riches of the glory of 

this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. It is he whom we proclaim, 
warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present 
everyone mature in Christ.”  

Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of Life… 
People: Thanks be to God. 

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON - Heather Lussier 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – How Firm a Foundation, verse 1 – ELW 796 
 

How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 
What more can He say than to you He has said, 
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? Amen. 

  
THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 10:38-42 
 

Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village where a woman named 
Martha welcomed him. She had a sister named Mary, who sat at Jesus’s feet and 
listened to what he was saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks, so 

she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do 
all the work by myself? Tell her, then, to help me.” But the Lord answered her, 
“Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things, but few things are 

needed—indeed only one. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken 
away from her.” 
 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord 
 

The People: Thanks be to God! 

 
THE SERMON:  For Just Such a Time as This: The Plot 
 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: A Mighty Fortress is Our God  ELW 504 
  



  
 

   
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED - ELW p. 104 
 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

THE PEACE 

THE OFFERING 

OFFERING MUSIC- Organ 

THE OFFERING HYMN – The Doxology  

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Blessed are you, O God, 
For the greening earth given for all, 
For the talents are given to share, 

And for this bread and wine. 
Transform us to be the body of Christ, 
That, feasting on this food and drink, 

Our lives may reflect your generosity, 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
  



  
 

   
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - ELW p. 144 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
THE PREFACE (Sung by Pastor.) 

 
THE SANCTUS 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Spoken) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; 
 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
THE EUCHARISTIC INVITATION 
 

COMMUNION SONGS:   
Lamb of God - ELW p. 146 / We Fall Down 

                        

Lamb of God 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
  



  
 

   
 

THE COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

O God, in this holy communion 

You have welcomed us into your presence, 
Nourished us with words of mercy, 
And fed us at your table. 

Amid the cares of this life, 
Strengthen us to love you with all our heart, 
Serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, 

And honor the earth you have made, 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

THE BLESSING 
 

Pastor: Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in 

thanksgiving; and the blessing of the holy Trinity (+) one God, be upon you and 
remain with you forever. 
 

People:  Amen 
 

THE SENDING SONG: Greater 
 

THE DISMISSAL/ POSTLUDE 


	“I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. I became its minister according to God’s commission that was given to me for you...

