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PRELUDE – To Give Thanks – Lani Smith 
  
WELCOME  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 



 

  
 
GATHERING SONG – All Are Welcome – ELW 641 v. 1, 5 



 

  
 
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

People: And also with you.   
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power 
of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new 
life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE FIRST READING: Ruth 1:1-7 
 

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a 
certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he 
and his wife and two sons. The name of the man was Elimelech and the 
name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and 
Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the 
country of Moab and remained there. But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, 
died, and she was left with her two sons. These took Moabite wives; the 
name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. When they had 
lived there about ten years, both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the 
woman was left without her two sons and her husband. Then she started to 
return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she had 
heard in the country of Moab that the LORD had considered his people and 
given them food. So she set out from the place where she had been living, 
she and her two daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to go back to 
the land of Judah. 
 
 
Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of Life.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 50:7-15 (read responsively by half verse) 
 

“Hear, O my people, and I will speak, O Israel,  
I will testify against you. 
I am God, your God. 
 
Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you; 
your burnt offerings are continually before me. 
 



 

  
 

I will not accept a bull from your house 
or goats from your folds. 
 
For every wild animal of the forest is mine, 
the cattle on a thousand hills. 
 
I know all the birds of the air, 
and all that moves in the field is mine. 
 
“If I were hungry, I would not tell you, 
for the world and all that is in it is mine. 
 
Do I eat the flesh of bulls 
or drink the blood of goats? 
 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
and pay your vows to the Most High. 
 
Call on me in the day of trouble; 
I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.” 

 
 

 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 
 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
  

 

 



 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
 
THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 
 

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-
collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and 
followed him. 
  And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners 
came and were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw 
this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?” But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are 
well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what 
this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the 
righteous but sinners.” 
  While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and 
knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your 
hand on her, and she will live.” And Jesus got up and followed him, with his 
disciples. Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from a flow of 
blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his 
cloak, for she was saying to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made 
well.” Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your 
faith has made you well.” And the woman was made well from that 
moment. When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players 
and the crowd making a commotion, he said, “Go away, for the girl is not 
dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. But when the crowd had been 
put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. And 
the report of this spread through all of that district. 
 

 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
 
 
THE SERMON – THE WELCOMING GATE: Leaving the Comfort Zone 
     Pastor Frank Waugh 
 
 
 



 

  
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY – Lord of All Hopefulness – ELW 765 

 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH – The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



 

  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

 
THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

 
THE OFFERING 
 
THE OFFERING MUSIC – Lord, Jesus Christ, My Life, My Light  
      Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
THE OFFERING RESPONSE – Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 
         ELW 884 
 

 
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 



 

  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
  
THE PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
THE SANCTUS – ELW p. 153 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 
 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 
 
 
AGNUS DEI – Lamb of God – ELW 195 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 

We believe and teach that the Real Presence of Christ is present in, under 
and through the bread and wine as means of grace, offering forgiveness of 
sins and new life to believers in Christ. Baptized followers of Jesus are 
welcome to partake of the sacrament regardless of denominational 
affiliation. Small children and unbaptized adults are invited to come forward 
to receive a blessing. We ask older children and adults seeking the blessing 
to cross hands to shoulders to indicate a desire for blessing. 
 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC – No Other Plea – Gilbert M. Martin 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 
THE SENDING SONG – What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine– ELW 774 

 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL  
 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

 
SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

 

Pastor Frank Waugh, Presiding Minister 
Linda Strohmenger, Organist 

Karyn Kline, Lay Reader 



 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
All Are Welcome! 
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