
 
 

      Order of Worship 
      September 6, 2026 
      15th Sunday after Pentecost 

   
 

 
 
              

 
 
 



 

  
 

 
 
 
PRELUDE – In Sanctuary – Gilbert M. Martin 
  
WELCOME  
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who looks upon us in compassion, 
forgives our sin, 
and heals our lives. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Have mercy, O God, 
 

against you, you alone, 
we have sinned. 
In your compassion, 
cleanse us from our sin 
and take away our guilt. 
Create in us a new heart 
and give us a steadfast spirit. 
Do not cast us away, 
but fill us with your Holy Spirit 
and restore your joy within us. 
Amen. 
 

As tender as parent to child, 
so deep is God’s compassion for you. 
As high as heaven is above earth, 
so vast is God’s love for you. 
As far as east is from west, 
so far God removes your sin from you, 
renewing your life through Jesus Christ. 
Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love. 
 

Blessed be God forever. Amen. 
 



 

  
 
GATHERING SONG – Borning Cry – ELW 732 
 

 
 
 
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

People: And also with you. 
 



 

  
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your 
help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us 
toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
THE FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11 

 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word 
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked 
ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their 
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your 
hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their 
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
  Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions 
and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we 
live?” Say to them: As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your 
evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
 
Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of life. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 119:33-40 
 

Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, 
and I will observe it to the end. 
 

Give me understanding, that I may keep your law 
and observe it with my whole heart. 
 

Lead me in the path of your commandments,  
for I delight in it. 
 

Turn my heart to your decrees 
and not to selfish gain. 
 

Turn my eyes from looking at vanities; 
be gracious to me according to your word. 
 

Confirm to your servant your promise, 
which is for those who fear you. 
 

Turn away the disgrace that I dread, 
for your ordinances are good. 
 

See, I have longed for your precepts; 
in your righteousness be gracious to me. 

 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON  



 

  
 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION–The Church’s One Foundation–ELW 654 v. 1 

 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 22:34-40 
 

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together, and one of them, an expert in the law, asked him a question to test 
him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “ ‘You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets.” 



 

  
 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
THE SERMON – Chaplain Matt Dobyns 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY – Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling – ELW 631 

 
 



 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH – The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 
THE PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
THE OFFERING 
 
 
 
THE OFFERING MUSIC – Lord, Jesus Christ, My Life, My Light – J.S. Bach 
 



 

  
 
THE OFFERING RESPONSE – For the Fruit of All Creation – ELW 679 v. 3 

 
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. Word 
and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts we 
bring and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
 



 

  
 
THE PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
who tends the wounds of body and spirit 
with the oil of consolation and the wine of hope; 
who is the Son of righteousness, who raises us to life on redeeming wings. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
THE SANCTUS – Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty – ELW 413 v. 2 
 

 



 

  
 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. All is now ready. 
 
 
AGNUS DEI – O Christ, Lamb of God – ELW 196 

 

 
 



 

  
 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 

We believe and teach that the Real Presence of Christ is present in, under and through 
the bread and wine as means of grace, offering forgiveness of sins and new life to 
believers in Christ. Baptized followers of Jesus are welcome to partake of the 
sacrament regardless of denominational affiliation. Small children and unbaptized 
adults are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. We ask older children and 
adults seeking the blessing to cross hands to shoulders to indicate a desire for blessing. 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC – Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent – Michael A. Johnson 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord, we have been nourished 
with the very presence of Christ. Through this meal may we be strengthened to keep 
your word and to proclaim the power of your love in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
 

The peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, 
keep your hearts and your minds 
in ☩ Christ Jesus forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE SENDING SONG – In Christ There Is No East or West – ELW 650  

 
 



 

  
 
 
THE DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE – Praise the Lord, Who Reigns Above – Franklin Ritter 
 
 
 

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
Chaplain Matt Dobyns, Presiding 
Linda Strohmenger, Accompanist 

Mark Keller, Lay Reader 
 
 


