Our Saviour Order of Worship
Lutheran Church September 14, 2025




PRELUDE - How Firm a Foundation - Early Tune
WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,
and of the (+) Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN - When Morning Gilds the Skies — ELW #853 v. 1-2

When Morning Gilds the Skies
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I When morn-ing gilds the  skies, my heart a - wak-ing cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic longs, this is my song of  songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav’n is  known
4 Let all  of hu - man - kind in  this their con - cord find:
5 Sing, sun and stars of space, sing, all who see his face,
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may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of prayer
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee - ter - nal Word
may  Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all the earth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion o’er,
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this rings my cur - few  call: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be  praised!”
thee - ter - nal psalm is  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus Christ be  praised!

Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.
Music: LAUDES DOMINI, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896

GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

People: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all
those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may

reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our

life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



FIRST READING: 2 Peter 1:3-10

His divine power has given us everything needed for life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and
excellence. Thus he has given us, through these things, his precious and
very great promises, so that through them you may escape from the
corruption that is in the world because of lust and may become participants
of the divine nature. For this very reason, you must make every effort to
support your faith with excellence, and excellence with knowledge, and
knowledge with self-control, and self-control with endurance, and endurance
with godliness, and godliness with mutual affection, and mutual affection
with love. For if these things are yours and are increasing among you, they
keep you from being ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ. For anyone who lacks these things is blind, suffering from eye
disease, forgetful of the cleansing of past sins. Therefore, brothers and
sisters, be all the more eager to confirm your call and election, for if you do
this, you will never stumble.

Here ends the reading. Word of God, word of life.
All: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 51:1-10 (Read responsively by half verse.)

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy, blot out my
transgressions.

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin.

For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.

Against you, you alone, have I sinned and done
what is evil in your sight,

so that you are justified in your sentence and
blameless when you pass judgment.

Indeed, I was born guilty,
a sinner when my mother conceived me.

You desire truth in the inward being;
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.



Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.

Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and right spirit within me.

THE CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -1le - lu - ia.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

THE GOSPEL READING: Luke 15:1-10

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So he told them this parable: “"Which
one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave
the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he
finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and

rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost
sheep.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
repentance. “"Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of
them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she
finds it? And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had
lost.” Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner who repents.”



Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ!

THE SERMON - SONGS OF FAITH: How Firm a Foundation
- Pastor Frank Waugh

HYMN OF THE DAY - How Firm a Foundation - ELW #796

[Congregation sings verses 1, 2 and 4; Choir sings verse 3]

How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - 'ry tri - als your path - way shall lie,

4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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18 laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will still give you  aid;
my grace, all - suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ’reign, e - ter - nal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can he say than to  you he has said
ri strength - en  you, help you, and cause you to stand,
The  flames shall not hurt you; 1 on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dom,
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who un - to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be borne”

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American



THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,
All: hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And also with you.

OFFERING



OFFERING CANTICLE
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Let the vine- yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill tothe brim our cup of
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bless-ing. Gath-er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
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fed with the bread of life. Gath- er the hopes and dreams of all; u -
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nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta- ble with your
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pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.

Blessed are you,

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to
your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all
that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord;
who rose beyond the bounds of death and poured out your Spirit of life and
power upon the chosen disciples. At this the whole earth exults in boundless
joy. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

THE SANCTUS
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:
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Heav’n and earth are full of your glo - ry.
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

We believe and teach that the Real Presence of Christ is present in, under
and through the bread and wine as means of grace, offering forgiveness of
sins and new life to believers in Christ. Baptized followers of Jesus are
welcome to partake of the sacrament regardless of denominational
affiliation. Small children and unbaptized adults are invited to come forward
to receive a blessing. We ask older children and adults seeking the blessing
to cross hands to shoulders to indicate a desire for blessing.

COMMUNION HYMN
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world;
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grant us  peace, grant us  peace.



POST-COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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@ Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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Let ev-’ry-one who seeks the Lord re- joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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He re- calls his prom - is- es and leads his peo- ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-lu-ia. Al-le-lu - ia
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those

whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN - Blessed Assurance — ELW #638

Blessed Assurance
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all 1s at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
Refrain
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This 18 my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
SERVICE PARTICIPANTS

The Reverend Frank Waugh, Officiating Minister
Linda Strohmenger, Organist
Lay Reader



All Are Welcome!

Our Saviour Lutheran Church

1517 Luther Way
Southern Pines, NC 28387
(910) 692-2662
oursaviouronline.org



