
 
 

      Order of Worship 
      February 22, 2026 
       First Sunday in Lent 

 
 



 

  
 
PRELUDE – When God Leads – Walter R. Clarke 
 
WELCOME  
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, (+)	one God, 
who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 
and blots out all offenses. 
 
[Silence is kept for reflection.] 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor  
you: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your  
word: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, 
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs  
of your healing and hope in the world: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding 
Christ’s call to come forth to life: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 
Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the 
righteousness of Christ. In the name of (+)	Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in 
you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.  
Amen. 



 

  
 
PROCESSIONAL SONG – Shout to the Lord – ELW 821 
 

 
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: And also with you.   



 

  
 
KYRIE 



 

  
 
 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and 
around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with 
empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us 
again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
THE FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
 

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and 
keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of 
every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 
 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that 
the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not 
eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may 
eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of 
the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch 
it, or you shall die.’ ” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not 
die, for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree 
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she 
also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the 
eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked, and they 
sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 

Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of Life.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 
PSALM 51 
 
 
Refrain: 
 

 
 
 
Choir: Refrain 
 

Congregation: Refrain 
 

Cantor: Have mercy on me, O God, in your goodness; in the greatness  
of your compassion wipe out my offense. 
Thoroughly wash me from my guilt and of my sin cleanse me. 
 

Congregation: Refrain 
 

Cantor: For I acknowledge my offense, and my sin is before me always: 
“Against you only have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight.” 
 

Congregation: Refrain 
 

Cantor: A clean heart create for me, O God, and a steadfast spirit  
renew within me. 
Cast me not out from your presence, and your Holy Spirit take not from me. 
 

Congregation: Refrain 
 

Cantor: Give me back the joy of your salvation, and a willing spirit  
sustain in me. 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

Congregation: Refrain 
 
 
 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON  
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THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 5:1-16 
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. And he began to speak and taught them, 
saying: 
  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
  “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be filled. 
  “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
  “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
  “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for   
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you. 
 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and 
trampled under foot. 
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. People do 
not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on 
the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 



 

  
 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
 
THE SERMON – THE WAY OF JESUS: ETHICS – A Kingdom Constitution 

    Pastor Frank Waugh  
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY – The Church’s One Foundation – ELW 654 v. 1-4 

 
 
 



 

  
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH – The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE PEACE 
 
THE OFFERING – Adagietto – Lee Rogers 
 
THE OFFERING RESPONSE – O Lord, throughout These Forty Days   

ELW 319 v. 1 

 



 

  
 
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 
and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, 
draw us into the death and life of your Son, 
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

 
THE PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and 
prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 



 

  
 
THE SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS  

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 



 

  
 
AGNUS DEI  

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

We believe and teach that the Real Presence of Christ is present in, under 
and through the bread and wine as means of grace, offering forgiveness of 
sins and new life to believers in Christ. Baptized followers of Jesus are 
welcome to partake of the sacrament regardless of denominational 
affiliation. Small children and unbaptized adults are invited to come forward 
to receive a blessing. We ask older children and adults seeking the blessing 
to cross hands to shoulders to indicate a desire for blessing. 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC – In A Quiet Garden – Charles E. Overholt 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

God of our salvation, 
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 
Through the body and blood of your Son, 
may we become Christ’s body in the world, 
bearing witness to your love for all creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



 

  
 
THE BLESSING 
 

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 
God, who calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 
(+)	bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
 
THE SENDING SONG – Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult –ELW 696 v. 1, 3, 5 

 
 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE 



 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 

All Are Welcome! 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1517 Luther Way 
Southern Pines, NC 28387 

(910) 692-2662 
oursaviouronline.org 

 
 

 


