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PRELUDE- Organ 
 

WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, (+) one God, 
Who forgives all our sin, 
Whose mercy endures forever. 
 
Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, 
Let us remember the gift of baptism and forgiveness of sin. 
 
God of mercy, 
We confess that we have sinned against you, 
Against one another, 
And against the creation entrusted to our care. 
We’re worried and distracted by many things, 
And we fail to love you above all else. 
We look after ourselves 
And turn our back on those unlike us. 
We participate in separating ourselves from others 
Creating distinctions that divide us 
We create hostility where you desire peace. 
Forgive us, that we may live in the unifying freedom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
When we were laid low by sin and guilt, 
God made us alive together with Christ, 
Forgiving us (+) all our trespasses 
By taking our sins to the cross. 
For freedom Christ has set us free, 
But this freedom is not for selfish consumption, 
We are freed from sin to be free for service. 
Rejoice in this good news! 
 
 

THE GATHERING SONG: Good Good Father 
 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

People: And also with you. 
 
THE HYMN OF PRAISE - ELW p. 139 
 

Pastor: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
People: Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, 
we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only son 



  
 
of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive 
our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy set 
us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
THE FIRST READING: Esther 1 
 

This happened in the days of Ahasuerus, the same Ahasuerus who ruled over one 
hundred twenty-seven provinces from India to Cush. In those days when King 
Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne in the citadel of Susa, in the third year of his 
reign, he gave a banquet for all his officials and ministers. The army of Persia and 
Media, the nobles, and the governors of the provinces were present, while he 
displayed the great wealth of his kingdom and the splendor and pomp of his 
majesty for many days, one hundred eighty days in all.  
 
When these days were completed, the king gave for all the people present in the 
citadel of Susa, both great and small, a banquet lasting for seven days, in the court 
of the garden of the king’s palace. There were white cotton curtains and blue 
hangings tied with cords of fine linen and purple to silver rings and marble pillars. 
There were couches of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, 
mother-of-pearl, and colored stones. Drinks were served in golden goblets, goblets 
of different kinds, and the royal wine was lavished according to the bounty of the 
king. Drinking was by ordinance without restraint, for the king had given orders to 
all the officials of his palace to do as each one desired. Furthermore, Queen Vashti 
gave a banquet for the women in the palace of King Ahasuerus.  
 
On the seventh day, when the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, 
Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha and Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who 
attended him, to bring Queen Vashti before the king wearing the royal crown, in 
order to show the peoples and the officials her beauty, for she was fair to 
behold. But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command conveyed by the 
eunuchs. At this the king was enraged, and his anger burned within him. 
 
Then the king consulted the sages who knew the laws (for this was the king’s 
procedure toward all who were versed in law and custom, and those next to him 
were Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the 
seven officials of Persia and Media who had access to the king and sat first in the 
kingdom): “According to the law, what is to be done with Queen Vashti because she 
has not performed the command of King Ahasuerus conveyed by the eunuchs?”  
 



  
 
Then Memucan said in the presence of the king and the officials, “Queen Vashti has 
done wrong not only to the king but also to all the officials and all the peoples who 
are in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus. For this deed of the queen will be made 
known to all women, causing them to look with contempt on their husbands, since 
they will say, ‘King Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, 
and she did not come.’  
 
This very day the noble ladies of Persia and Media who have heard of the queen’s 
behavior will rebel against the king’s officials, and there will be no end of contempt 
and wrath! If it pleases the king, let a royal order go out from him, and let it be 
written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes so that it may not be altered, 
that Vashti is never again to come before King Ahasuerus, and let the king give her 
royal position to another who is better than she. 
 
So, when the decree made by the king is proclaimed throughout all his kingdom, 
vast as it is, all women will give honor to their husbands, high and low alike.” 
This advice pleased the king and the officials, and the king did as Memucan 
proposed; he sent letters to all the royal provinces, to every province in its own 
script and to every people in its own language, declaring that every man should be 
master in his own house.  
 
 

Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of Life… 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 22:19-28 (Read responsively by half verse.) 
 

But you, O Lord, do not be far away! 
    O my help, come quickly to my aid! 
Deliver my soul from the sword, 
    my life from the power of the dog! 
Save me from the mouth of the lion! 
    From the horns of the wild oxen you have rescued me. 
I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters;  
    in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: 
You who fear the Lord, praise him! 
    All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; 
    stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
For he did not despise or abhor 
    the affliction of the afflicted; 
he did not hide his face from me 
    but heard when I cried to him. 
From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
    my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 
    those who seek him shall praise the Lord. 
    May your hearts live forever! 



  
 
All the ends of the earth shall remember 
    and turn to the Lord, 
and all the families of the nations 
    shall worship before him.  
For dominion belongs to the Lord, 
    and he rules over the nations. 
 
THE SECOND READING: Galatians 3:23-29 
 

St. Paul writes, “Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the 
law until faith would be revealed. Therefore, the law was our disciplinarian until 
Christ came, so that we might be reckoned as righteous by faith. But now that faith 
has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all 
children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek; there is no longer 
slave or free; there is no longer male and female, for all of you are one in Christ 
Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 
according to the promise.” 
 

Word of God, Word of Life… 
 

People: Thanks be to God. 

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON - Heather Lussier 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – How Firm a Foundation, verse 1 – ELW 796 
 

How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 
What more can He say than to you He has said, 
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? Amen. 
  
THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 8:26-39 
 

Then Jesus and the disciples arrived at the region of the Gerasenes, which is 
opposite Galilee. As he stepped out on shore, a man from the city who had demons 
met him. For a long time he had not worn any clothes, and he did not live in a 
house but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him, 
shouting, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg 
you, do not torment me,” for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out 
of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound 
with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the 
demon into the wilds.) Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, 
“Legion,” for many demons had entered him. They begged him not to order them to 
go back into the abyss. 

Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding, and the 
demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So, he gave them permission. Then 



  
 
the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd stampeded 
down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 

When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city 
and in the country. Then people came out to see what had happened, and when 
they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at 
the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they became frightened. Those 
who had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had 
been healed. Then the whole throng of people of the surrounding region of the 
Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, for they were seized with great fear. So, he 
got into the boat and returned. The man from whom the demons had gone out 
begged that he might be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to 
your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” So, he went away, 
proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him. 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord 
 

The People: Thanks be to God! 
 
THE SERMON:  For Just Such a Time As This! - “Well Behaved Women Rarely 
Make History” 
 
THE HYMN OF THE DAY: The Church of Christ, in Every Age ELW 729 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED   - ELW p. 104 
 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

THE PEACE 



  
 
THE OFFERING 

OFFERING MUSIC- Organ 

THE OFFERING HYMN – The Doxology  

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Blessed are you, O God, 
For the greening earth given for all, 
For the talents are given to share, 
And for this bread and wine. 
Transform us to be the body of Christ, 
That, feasting on this food and drink, 
Our lives may reflect your generosity, 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - ELW p. 144 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
THE PREFACE (Sung by Pastor.) 
 
THE SANCTUS 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER-  (SUNG) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our depts, as we forgive our debters; 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 



  
 
 
 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC INVITATION 
 
COMMUNION SONGS:   
Lamb of God - ELW p. 146 / Hold on To Me 
                        
Lamb of God 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
THE COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

O God, in this holy communion 
You have welcomed us into your presence, 
Nourished us with words of mercy, 
And fed us at your table. 
Amid the cares of this life, 
Strengthen us to love you with all our heart, 
Serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, 
And honor the earth you have made, 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

THE BLESSING 
 

Pastor: Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in 
thanksgiving; and the blessing of the holy Trinity (+) one God, be upon you and 
remain with you forever. 
 

People:  Amen 
 

THE SENDING SONG: Friend of God 
 

THE DISMISSAL/ POSTLUDE 


