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ORDER FOR WORSHIP
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

July 09, 2023



PRELUDE
WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, (+) one God, who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our
community. We have squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your
bounty. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail.
Claim the gift of God's mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of (+) Jesus
Christ. Amen.

GATHERING SONG - God of this City

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

People: And also with you.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works.
Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts
may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, being defended from
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE FIRST READING: 2 Chronicles 2:1, 6:1-11, 7:11-12, 17-20

Solomon decided to build a temple for the name of the Lord, and a royal palace for
himself.

Then Solomon said, ‘The Lord has said that he would reside in thick darkness. I
have built you an exalted house, a place for you to reside in for ever.

Then the king turned round and blessed all the assembly of Israel, while all the
assembly of Israel stood. And he said, ‘Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who
with his hand has fulfilled what he promised with his mouth to my father David,



saying, “Since the day that I brought my people out of the land of Egypt, I have not
chosen a city from any of the tribes of Israel in which to build a house, so that my
name might be there, and I chose no one as ruler over my people Israel; but I have
chosen Jerusalem in order that my name may be there, and I have chosen David to
be over my people Israel.” My father David had it in mind to build a house for the
name of the Lord, the God of Israel. But the Lord said to my father David, “You did
well to consider building a house for my name; nevertheless, you shall not build the
house, but your son who shall be born to you shall build the house for my name.”
Now the Lord has fulfilled his promise that he made; for I have succeeded my
father David, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, and have built
the house for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. There I have set the ark, in
which is the covenant of the Lord that he made with the people of Israel.’

Thus Solomon finished the house of the Lord and the king’s house; all that Solomon
had planned to do in the house of the Lord and in his own house he successfully
accomplished.

Then the Lord appeared to Solomon in the night and said to him: ‘I have heard your
prayer, and have chosen this place for myself as a house of sacrifice. As for you, if
you walk before me, as your father David walked, doing according to all that I have
commanded you and keeping my statutes and my ordinances, then I will establish
your royal throne, as I made covenant with your father David saying, “You shall
never lack a successor to rule over Israel.”

‘But if you turn aside and forsake my statutes and my commandments that I have
set before you, and go and serve other gods and worship them, then I will pluck
you up from the land that I have given you; and this house, which I have
consecrated for my name, I will cast out of my sight, and will make it a proverb and
a byword among all peoples.

Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of Life...
People: Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM: Psalm 145:8-14 (Read responsively by half verse.)

The Lord is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

The Lord is good to all,
and his compassion is over all that he has made.

All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,
and all your faithful shall bless you.



They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,
and tell of your power,

to make known to all people your mighty deeds,
and the glorious splendour of your kingdom.

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

and your dominion endures throughout all generations.
The Lord is faithful in all his words,

and gracious in all his deeds.

The Lord upholds all who are falling,
and raises up all who are bowed down.

THE SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very
thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in
fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that
nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I
cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I
do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells
within me.

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand.
For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another
law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells
in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of
death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

So then, with my mind I am a slave to the law of God, but with my flesh I am a
slave to the law of sin.

Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of Life...
People: Thanks be to God.

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON - Heather Lussier

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - God's Word is Our Great Heritage ELW 509

God's Word is our great heritage, And shall be ours forever,; To spread its light from
age to age, Shall be our chief endeavor. Through life iti guides our way; In death it
is our stay. Lord, grant while time shall last, Your church may hold it fast,
Throughout all generations.



THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19,25-30

‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the
market-places and calling to one another,

“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.”

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “"He has a demon”; the
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a
drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her
deeds.’

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them
to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed
over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal
him.

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.'

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

THE SERMON: Summer of the Kings: Explorations in 1 and 2 Chronicles
There's a Place for Us
Pastor Frank Waugh

THE HYMN OF THE DAY - In His Temple Now Behold Him ELW 417

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
THE PEACE

THE OFFERING

THE OFFERING RESPONSE

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us
with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the
world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - ELW p. 144

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PREFACE (Sung by Pastor)

THE SANCTUS

Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Spoken)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.



For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All baptized children of God are called to Christ's table. Come, eat what is good. The
table is now ready.

COMMUNION SONGS

Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;

grant us peace, grant us peace.

THE COMMUNION PRAYER

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your
banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through
the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE BLESSING

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed (+) bless,
keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. Amen.

THE SENDING SONG - Forever (Chris Tomlin)

THE DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



