
 
 

      Order of Worship 
      July 26, 2026 
      9th Sunday after Pentecost 

                
 
 
 

 



 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PRELUDE – Orgelstuck – Justin Heinrich Knecht 
  
WELCOME  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
 



 

  
 
GATHERING SONG – Gather Us In – ELW 532 v. 1, 4 
 

 



 

  
 
 
 
 
 
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

People: And also with you.   
 
 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son 
you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us 
your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
THE FIRST READING: Ruth 4:13-22 
 

 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. When they came together, 
the LORD made her conceive, and she bore a son. Then the women said to 
Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without next-of-
kin, and may his name be renowned in Israel! He shall be to you a restorer 
of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-law who loves 
you, who is more to you than seven sons, has borne him.” Then Naomi took 
the child and laid him in her bosom and became his nurse. The women of 
the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to 
Naomi.” They named him Obed; he became the father of Jesse, the father of 
David. 
  Now these are the descendants of Perez: Perez became the father of 
Hezron, Hezron of Ram, Ram of Amminadab, Amminadab of Nahshon, 
Nahshon of Salmon, Salmon of Boaz, Boaz of Obed, Obed of Jesse, and 
Jesse of David. 
 

 
Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of Life.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129-130 
 

 
Refrain: 

 

 
 
Choir: Refrain 
People: Refrain 
 

 
Cantor: I have said, O Lord, that my part is to keep your words. 
The law of your mouth is to me more precious than thousands  
of gold and silver pieces. 
People: Refrain 
 

 
Cantor: Let your kindness comfort me according to your  
promise to your servants. 
Let your compassion come to me that I may live,  
for your law is my delight. 
People: Refrain 
 

 
Cantor: For I love your commands more than gold, however fine. 
For in all your precepts I go forward; every false way I hate. 
People: Refrain 
 

 
Cantor: Wonderful are your decrees; therefore, I observe them. 
The revelation of your words sheds light, giving understanding  
to the simple. 
People: Refrain 

 
 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON  
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THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – ELW 172 
 

 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of 
all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes 
a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
  He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was 
leavened.” 
  “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man 
found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and 
buys that field. 
  “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had 
and bought it. 
  “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea 
and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat 
down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at 
the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 
righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 



 

  
 
 
  “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to 
them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of 
heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what 
is new and what is old.” 
 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
 
THE SERMON – THE WELCOMING GATE:  

        Enjoying the Legacy of an Open Gate 
          Pastor Frank Waugh 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY – Lord of All Hopefulness – ELW 765 

 
 



 

  
 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH – The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
THE OFFERING 
 
THE OFFERING MUSIC – Offertoire – Leon Boellmann 
 
THE OFFERING RESPONSE – Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 
         ELW 884 
 

 
 



 

  
 
 
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
THE PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

  
 
 
 
THE SANCTUS – ELW p. 153
 

 
 
 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
 
 



 

  
 
AGNUS DEI – Lamb of God – ELW 195 
 

 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 

We believe and teach that the Real Presence of Christ is present in, under 
and through the bread and wine as means of grace, offering forgiveness of 
sins and new life to believers in Christ. Baptized followers of Jesus are 
welcome to partake of the sacrament regardless of denominational 
affiliation. Small children and unbaptized adults are invited to come forward 
to receive a blessing. We ask older children and adults seeking the blessing 
to cross hands to shoulders to indicate a desire for blessing. 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC – Meditation on Pange Lingua – David H. Williams 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, ☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen. 



 

  
 
 
THE SENDING SONG – Children of the Heavenly Father – ELW 781 

 
 

 
THE DISMISSAL  
 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*** 
 
 

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
 

Pastor Frank Waugh, Presiding Minister 
Linda Strohmenger, Organist 
Kathy MacNeil, Lay Reader 

Pat Hayward, Cantor 



 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
All Are Welcome! 

Our Saviour Lutheran Church 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1517 Luther Way 
Southern Pines, NC 28387 

(910) 692-2662 
oursaviouronline.org 

 
 


