
 
 

   Order of Worship 
January 25, 2026 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
 

 



 

  
 

 

 

PRELUDE – Thou Art Mine – James Southbridge 

WELCOME  
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, (+) one God, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
the Word who spoke life into being, 
the Breath of God who stirs the waters and brings new birth. 
Amen. 
 
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 
[Silence is kept for reflection.] 
 
Mighty God, 
you call us to life in community, 
but we have served our own interests 
at the expense of our neighbors. 
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 
We say the right words, 
but our hearts are far from you. 
Turn us to seek your face. 
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 
that we may do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
The former things have passed away, 
and new things God now declares: 
Like a spring of water that never fails, 
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 
and forgives your sin in (+) Jesus’ name. 
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 
and bless you with the gift of peace. Amen. 
 



 

  
 
 
PROCESSIONAL SONG – Jesus Calls Us: O’er the Tumult – ELW 696 v. 1, 5 

 
 
 
 
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

People: And also with you.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  

 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. 
Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness 
that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:1-4 
 

There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former 
time [the Lord] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the 
land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
 



 

  
 
 The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 You have multiplied exultation; 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 For the yoke of their burden 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 
Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of Life.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM 27:1, 4, 13-14  
  
Refrain: 
 

 
 
Choir: Refrain 
 

Congregation: Refrain 
 

Choir: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom should I fear;  
the Lord is my life’s refuge; of whom should I be afraid? 
 

All: Refrain 
 

Choir: One thing I ask of the Lord; this I seek:  
to dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,  
that I may gaze on the loveliness of the Lord and contemplate his temple. 
 

All: Refrain 
Choir: I believe that I shall see the bounty of the Lord in the  
land of the living.  
Wait for the Lord with courage; be stouthearted, and wait for the Lord. 
 

All: Refrain 
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THE CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 
 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 10:16-25 
 

“I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves, so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you over 
to councils and flog you in their synagogues, and you will be dragged before 
governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the 
gentiles. When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to 
speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you at 
that time, for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you. Sibling will betray sibling to death and a father his child, and 
children will rise against parents and have them put to death, and you will be 
hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will 
be saved. When they persecute you in this town, flee to the next, for truly I 
tell you, you will not have finished going through all the towns of Israel 
before the Son of Man comes. 



 

  
 
 

“A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the master; it is 
enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the master. 
If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will 
they malign those of his household! 
 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
 
 
THE SERMON – THE WAY OF JESUS: MISSION  

The Cost and Confidence of the Servant’s Path     Pastor Frank Waugh  
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY – Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling – ELW 582 
 

 



 

  
 

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH – The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE PEACE 
 
THE OFFERING – Melodic Semplice – Lani Smith 
 
THE OFFERING RESPONSE  
 

 



 

  
 

 



 

  
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

God of majesty, 
no eye has seen, no ear has heard 
what you have prepared for those who love you, 
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 
Use what we have gathered 
to feed us with the reign of God come near, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
THE PREFACE 
 
THE SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS  



 

  
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table; taste and see. 
 
 
AGNUS DEI  

 



 

  
 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 

We believe and teach that the Real Presence of Christ is present in, under 
and through the bread and wine as means of grace, offering forgiveness of 
sins and new life to believers in Christ. Baptized followers of Jesus are 
welcome to partake of the sacrament regardless of denominational 
affiliation. Small children and unbaptized adults are invited to come forward 
to receive a blessing. We ask older children and adults seeking the blessing 
to cross hands to shoulders to indicate a desire for blessing. 
 
 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC – We’ve a Story to Tell – Humphrey Turner 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. 
Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of 
your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
THE BLESSING 
 

May the triune God,  
who has put a new song in your mouth 
and tuned your heart for praise  
(+)bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 
THE SENDING SONG – Let All Things Now Living – ELW 881 

 
THE DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. Follow the steps of Jesus. Do justice and love mercy. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 



 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

All Are Welcome! 
Our Saviour Lutheran Church 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1517 Luther Way 
Southern Pines, NC 28387 

(910) 692-2662 
oursaviouronline.org 

 
 

 


