
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

OUR SAVIOUR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Southern Pines, North Carolina  
 

ORDER FOR WORSHIP 
9th Sunday after Pentecost – August 7, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

PRELUDE- Organ 
 

WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, (+) one God, 
Who forgives all our sin, 
Whose mercy endures forever. 

 
Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, 
Let us remember the gift of baptism and forgiveness of sin. 

 
God of mercy, 
We confess that we have sinned against you, 

Against one another, 
And against the creation entrusted to our care. 
We’re worried and distracted by many things, 

And we fail to love you above all else. 
We look after ourselves 
And turn our back on those unlike us. 

We participate in separating ourselves from others 
Creating distinctions that divide us 
We create hostility where you desire peace. 

Forgive us, that we may live in the unifying freedom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

When we were laid low by sin and guilt, 
God made us alive together with Christ, 
Forgiving us (+) all our trespasses 

By taking our sins to the cross. 
For freedom Christ has set us free, 
But this freedom is not for selfish consumption, 

We are freed from sin to be free for service. 
Rejoice in this good news! 
 

 

THE GATHERING SONG: God of Grace and God of Glory - ELW #705 
 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

People: And also with you. 

 
 
 

 
 



  
 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE - ELW p. 139 
 

Pastor: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

People: Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, 
we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only son 
of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive 
our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 

Father. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Pastor: Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your 
church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to 
receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  
  
                                                                                                                                   

THE FIRST READING: Esther 6  
  

On that night the king could not sleep, and he gave orders to bring the book of 

records, the annals, and they were read to the king. It was found written how 
Mordecai had told about Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, who 
guarded the threshold, and who had conspired to assassinate King Ahasuerus.  

Then the king said, "What honor or distinction has been bestowed on Mordecai for 
this?" The king's servants who attended him said, "Nothing has been done for 
him."   
 

The king said, "Who is in the court?" Now Haman had just entered the outer court 
of the king's palace to speak to the king about having Mordecai hanged on the 
gallows that he had prepared for him. So, the king's servants told him, "Haman is 

there, standing in the court." The king said, "Let him come in."  
  

So, Haman came in, and the king said to him, "What shall be done for the man 

whom the king wishes to honor?" Haman said to himself, "Whom would the king 
wish to honor more than me?" So, Haman said to the king, "For the man whom the 
king wishes to honor, let royal robes be brought, which the king has worn, and a 

horse that the king has ridden, with a royal crown on its head. Let the robes and 
the horse be handed over to one of the king's most noble officials; let him robe the 
man whom the king wishes to honor and let him conduct the man on horseback 

through the open square of the city, proclaiming before him: "Thus shall it be done 
for the man whom the king wishes to honor.' "  
  

Then the king said to Haman, "Quickly, take the robes and the horse, as you have 
said, and do so to the Jew Mordecai who sits at the king's gate. Leave out nothing 
that you have mentioned."  

  



  
 

So, Haman took the robes and the horse and robed Mordecai and led him riding 
through the open square of the city, proclaiming, "Thus shall it be done for the man 
whom the king wishes to honor." Then Mordecai returned to the king's gate, but 

Haman hurried to his house, mourning and with his head covered. When Haman 
told his wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had happened to him, his 
advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, "If Mordecai, before whom your downfall 

has begun, is of the Jewish people, you will not prevail against him, but will surely 
fall before him." While they were still talking with him, the king's eunuchs arrived 
and hurried Haman off to the banquet that Esther had prepared.  
 

Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of Life…  
People: Thanks be to God.  
  

Psalm 33:12-22 (Read responsively by half verse.)  
  

Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord,   
the people whom he has chosen as his heritage.  

The Lord looks down from heaven;  
he sees all humankind.  

From where he sits enthroned  

he watches all the inhabitants of the earth—  
He who fashions the hearts of them all,  
and observes all their deeds.  

A king is not saved by his great army;   
a warrior is not delivered by his great strength.  
The war horse is a vain hope for victory,  

and by its great might it cannot save.  
Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him,   
on those who hope in his steadfast love,  

To deliver their soul from death,  
and to keep them alive in famine.  

Our soul waits for the Lord;  

he is our help and shield.  

Our heart is glad in him,  
because we trust in his holy name.  

Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us,  
even as we hope in you.  

  

THE SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16  
  

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  

Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the 
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from 
things that are not visible.   

  

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going.  



  
 

By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, 
living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same 
promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect 

and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was 
too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had 
promised. Therefore, from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants 

were born, "as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand 
by the seashore." All of these died in faith without having received the promises, 
but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were 

strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it 
clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that 
they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they 

desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to 
be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.  
 

Here ends the reading. Word of God, Word of Life…  
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON - Heather Lussier  
 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – How Firm a Foundation, verse 1 – ELW 796 
 

How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 

What more can He say than to you He has said, 
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? Amen. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40  
  

"Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom. Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do 
not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near, and no 
moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

  

"Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for 
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door 

for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the 
master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have 
them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the 

middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.  
  

"But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was 

coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour."  
  

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord  
  

The People: Thanks be to God!  

  

THE SERMON:  For Just Such a Time as This: Pride Goes Before the Fall  



  
 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling – ELW#631 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED   - ELW p. 104 
 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

THE PEACE 

THE OFFERING 

OFFERING MUSIC- Organ 

THE OFFERING HYMN – The Doxology 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Blessed are you, O God, 

For the greening earth given for all, 
For the talents are given to share, 
And for this bread and wine. 

Transform us to be the body of Christ, 
That, feasting on this food and drink, 
Our lives may reflect your generosity, 

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - ELW p. 144 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 



  
 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 
THE PREFACE (Sung by Pastor.) 
 

THE SANCTUS 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Spoken) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; 
 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC INVITATION 
 
COMMUNION SONGS:   

Lamb of God / Amazing Grace - ELW #779 
 

Lamb of God 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us peace, grant us peace. 
                       
THE COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

O God, in this holy communion 
You have welcomed us into your presence, 

Nourished us with words of mercy, 
And fed us at your table. 
Amid the cares of this life, 



  
 

Strengthen us to love you with all our heart, 
Serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, 
And honor the earth you have made, 

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

THE BLESSING 
 

Pastor: Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in 
thanksgiving; and the blessing of the holy Trinity (+) one God, be upon you and 

remain with you forever. 
 

People:  Amen 
 

THE SENDING SONG: Blessed Assurance - ELW #638 
 

THE DISMISSAL/ POSTLUDE 


