
1 Samuel 24  

Central Truth:  We cannot accomplish God’s 
purposes by disobeying God’s commands. Faith 
waits actively, refuses revenge, and trusts God’s 
sovereign purpose and unfailing love.  

I. The Setting: David Hunted Again (1 Samuel 24:1–3) 

• After the Philistine crisis passes, Saul resumes 
pursuing David with 3,000 chosen men. 

• David and his men hide among the caves of En Gedi. 
• Saul unknowingly enters the very cave where David 

is concealed. 

Hard seasons often continue even after a apparent 
breakthrough. 

David’s return to the wilderness reminds us that obedience 
does not guarantee immediate relief. God may use 
repeated pressure to deepen the character He intends to 
use later. 

II. The Temptation: “This Must Be God’s Will” (1 Samuel 
24:4–5) 

• David’s men interpret Saul’s vulnerability as a God-
given opportunity. 

• David approaches Saul and cuts off a corner of his 
robe. 

• His conscience immediately troubles him. 

Key principle: Coincidence is not always confirmation. 
Circumstances must be tested by God’s Word. 

Application: Do not confuse what you strongly desire with 
what God has commanded. 

Does this choice agree with Scripture? Does it require 
deception, bitterness, manipulation, or harm? Can I pursue 
it with a clear conscience and give God thanks for it? 

III. The Conviction: God’s Way Cannot Be Reached Through 
Sin 

• Killing Saul could have ended David’s suffering and 
appeared defensible. 

• David recognizes that a right outcome cannot justify 
a wrong action. 

• He keeps a tender heart and restrains his men. 

 “You can never achieve the purposes of God by breaking 
the commands of God.” 

David’s wounded conscience was not weakness; it was 
evidence of spiritual sensitivity. The robe represented 
Saul’s royal authority, and even David’s symbolic act moved 
too close to taking into his own hands what belonged to 
God. 

IV. Respect and Accountability (1 Samuel 24:6–10) 

• David respects Saul’s God-given office without 
approving Saul’s conduct. 

• He refuses violence, yet he confronts Saul directly. 
• “Touch not the Lord’s anointed” does not place 

leaders beyond evaluation or rebuke. 

Speak truth to authority without ridicule, mockery, or verbal 
destruction. 

Biblical respect is neither silence nor flattery. We can 
acknowledge an office, refuse abusive behavior, establish 



boundaries, and appeal to truth without becoming 
controlled by contempt. 

V. Leaving Vengeance to God (1 Samuel 24:11–15) 

• The corner of Saul’s robe proves David’s innocence 
and restraint. 

• David asks God to judge, vindicate, and deliver him. 
• He refuses to decide personally what Saul deserves. 

Heart check: Where am I most tempted to seize control—
relationships, reputation, career, finances, family, or 
ministry? What would faithful obedience look like if the 
outcome did not change immediately? 

David acts courageously, but he leaves the final outcome in 
God’s hands. 

VI. Overcome Evil With Good (1 Samuel 24:16–22; Romans 
12:17–21) 

• Saul admits that David has treated him well while he 
has treated David badly. 

• David’s mercy illustrates the call to refuse retaliation 
and pursue peace. 

• Only God has perfect wisdom to judge what another 
person deserves. 

Key principle: Because we live by God’s mercy, we must 
not withhold mercy from others. 

Romans 12 does not deny justice; it relocates justice into 
God’s hands. Our calling is to refuse personal vengeance, 
pursue what is honorable, and overcome evil with good. 

VII. Forgiveness With Wisdom 

• David gives Saul his oath, but he does not return 
home with him. 

• Forgiveness does not always restore trust 
immediately. 

• Words of sorrow should be tested over time for the 
fruit of genuine repentance. 

Forgive without revenge, while maintaining wise boundaries 
where harm has occurred. 

Forgiveness releases the right to retaliate; reconciliation 
requires repentance and the rebuilding of trust. David’s 
distance from Saul shows that mercy and wisdom can 
operate together. 

VIII. Waiting Is Active, Not Passive 

• David protects himself, runs, prays, confronts Saul, 
and pleads his case. 

• Like an attentive server, biblical waiting watches and 
serves. 

• Waiting means doing what is faithful while refusing 
to force the outcome. 

Practices while waiting: Pray honestly, obey the next clear 
command, seek wise counsel, continue serving, resist 
shortcuts, and allow God to shape your character before 
He changes your circumstances. 

“The biggest enemy in my life isn’t Saul. It’s my inability to 
wait.” 



IX. Why David Could Wait (Psalm 57) 

1. God’s sovereign purpose: Even in the cave, God 
was fulfilling His purpose for David (Psalm 57:2). 

2. God’s unfailing love: David’s trial remained 
surrounded by God’s steadfast love and faithfulness 
(Psalm 57:3, 10). 

Key principle: I do not have to control the situation when I 
trust the God who controls it. 

The cave was not proof that God had forgotten David. It 
became a place where David learned to sing about God’s 
purpose, mercy, and faithfulness before his circumstances 
improved. 

X. Jesus, the Greater Anointed One (1 Peter 2:21–24) 

• Jesus suffered without retaliation or threats. 
• He entrusted Himself to the One who judges justly. 
• He bore our sins so that we might die to sin and live 

for righteousness. 

Gospel focus: The cross reveals both our need for grace 
and the power to answer evil with forgiveness. 

Jesus did more than model restraint. He carried our guilt, 
absorbed judgment in our place, and gives new life so that 
wounded people can forgive, entrust justice to God, and 
walk in righteousness. 

Conclusion  

What shortcut must I refuse? Whom do I need to forgive? 
Where do I need a wise boundary? What faithful action can 
I take today while I wait for God to act? 

• When wronged, return good for evil and forgiveness 
for hate. 

• When tempted to force an outcome, honor God and 
trust Him with the results. 

• When life feels like a cave, remember that God has a 
purpose for you and you are loved. 

Closing declaration: “I will wait upon the Lord. I will do 
things God’s way.” 

 


