
1 Samuel 8 - Notes Outline 

1. Setting the Scene (1 Samuel 8:1–5) 
• Samuel is aging, and he appoints his sons as leaders.  
• His sons do not walk in integrity; they take bribes and 

pervert justice.  
• The elders reject Samuel’s sons and ask for a king. 

2. Samuel’s Blind Spot: Lack of Objectivity 
• Even godly people can lose objectivity, especially with 

family. 
• Four areas where people often lose objectivity: fear, 

need, defensiveness, and family relationships. 
• Leadership requires character, not merely family 

connection. 
3. Israel’s Wrong Request 

• The people’s request was not wrong in itself—God had 
already made provision for a king (Deuteronomy 
17:14–20). 

• The problem was their timing: they were getting ahead 
of God. 

• The problem was also their motive: they wanted to be 
“like all the other nations.” 

4. God’s People Are Called to Be Distinct 
• Israel was meant to be different because God Himself 

was their King.  
• Believers today are also called to holiness, not 

conformity. 
• God does not call His people to blend in with the 

culture, but to reflect His character.  
5. Samuel’s Response to Hurt 

• Samuel is displeased and personally wounded by the 
people’s request. 

• Instead of becoming bitter, he takes his hurt to the 
Lord in prayer. 

• When life disappoints us, we should pour our burdens 
out before God. 

6. What Earthly Kings Do: They Take 
• God tells Samuel to warn the people about the cost of 

their choice. 
• The repeated word in verses 10–18 is take. 
• Earthly rulers and human systems often overpromise 

and underdeliver. 
7. The Deeper Heart Issue 

• The people want someone else to fight their battles for 
them. 

• They are placing their trust in visible human leadership 
rather than in the invisible God. 

• The central question is whether we will trust what we 
can see or trust the Lord. 

8. God Sometimes Lets People Have Their Own Way 
• God tells Samuel to listen to the people and give them 

a king. 
• This is both permission and discipline: God allows 

them to experience the consequences of their desire. 
• Saul will look impressive outwardly, but he will prove to 

be a failed king.  
9. The Better King 

• Earthly kings take, but Jesus gives. 
• Jesus did not come to be served, but to serve.  
• Christ is the only King who truly satisfies and still 

forgives those who fail Him. 
10. Main Application 

• Do not rush ahead of God’s timing. 
• Do not seek to be like everyone else. 
• Trust the Lord as your King and let Him reign over every 

area of life. 

 


