Title: The Father Who Almost Lost His Son

Text: 1 Samuel 14:24-52

Big Idea: Unwise spiritual leadership damages the people we
are called to protect, but the gospel points us to a better Father
whose love saves.

Opening: Israel has just experienced a miraculous victory, but
the greatest danger in the second half of the chapter is not the
Philistines—it is Saul’s foolish, self-centered leadership. The
battlefield becomes a family crisis, and Saul nearly loses
Jonathan’s life because he had already begun losing Jonathan’s
heart.

1. Saul’s foolish vow burdened the people. vv. 24-28
Saul’s oath sounded spiritual, but it was driven by
personal vengeance: “before | have avenged myself.” His
leadership weakened the very people he was called to
strengthen.

Parenting principle: Sometimes parents confuse their
preferences with God’s commands.

2. Jonathan’s discernment exposed Saul’s lack of
wisdom. vv. 29-30
Jonathan was not rebellious; he was discerning. He saw
that his father’s decision “troubled the land” and limited
the victory God was giving.
Parenting principle: Parents must remain humble
enough to listen.

3. Legalistic leadership produced deeper trouble. vv. 37-
35
Saul’s man-made rule created the conditions for actual
disobedience. Legalism exhausts people, focuses on
externals, and often produces hypocrisy instead of
holiness.

4. Parenting principle: Rules without relationship lead to
rebellion.

5. Saulvalued his image more than his son. w. 36-46
When God was silent, Saul blamed others instead of
examining himself. He was willing to sacrifice Jonathan
to preserve his oath and reputation, but the people
rescued Jonathan.

Parenting principle: Children should never feel that a
parent’s image matters more than they do.

6. Saul’s outward strength could not hide inward
brokenness. vw. 47-52
Saul had victories, a résumé, and military strength, but
his kingdom increasingly rested on human power instead
of humble trustin God.

Key Illustrations / Phrases: Knowledge says a tomato is a fruit;
wisdom says do not putitin a fruit salad. A banyan tree can
become so large that nothing grows beneath it. Labels are for
jelly jars, not people. The thing kids often hate most about sports
is the ride home.

Gospel Turn: Saul was willing to sacrifice his innocent son
because of his foolish oath; God the Father willingly gave His
innocent Son because of His perfect love. Jonathan tasted honey
and lived. Jesus tasted death so we could have eternal life.

Closing:

e Do myrules reflect Scripture or preference?

e Do my children feel safe telling me the truth?

e Amleasiertoobeythanto talkto?

e Am I more concerned with being respected than being
Christlike?



