
God Is Not Finished with You Yet (1 Samuel 29-30) 
 
Big Idea: A bad season does not equal a wasted life. God 
can use rejection, loss, renewed dependence, obedience, 
and grace to restore our calling and redirect our influence. 

Introduction: From Compromise to Restoration 
• David is a man after God’s heart, but he is not 

perfect; his failures point us toward the perfect King, 
Jesus. 

• After years of running from Saul, fear and 
discouragement lead David into Philistine territory. 

• In Ziklag, compromise produces deception, 
damaged relationships, and a battle David was 
never meant to fight. 

• Hope: Regardless of where you have been, God is 
not finished with you yet. 

1. God May Use Rejection to Remind Us Who We Are 
Text: 1 Samuel 29:1–11 
A. David had forgotten his identity 

• He marched with the Philistines against Israel—the 
people to whom he belonged. 

• The Philistine commanders saw the inconsistency 
that David could not see. 

• Compromise can make us comfortable in places 
where we were never meant to belong. 

B. The world rejected David 
• The commanders sent him home because they 

knew he was not truly one of them. 
• David experienced rejection, but the rejection was 

also God’s mercy. 
• Sometimes a closed door is God rescuing us from a 

destructive direction. 
 

 
C. Application 

• Do not value the approval of people who do not 
know God above the approval of the Lord. 

• Some relationships and associations must be 
released so we can return to our calling. 

• Key truth: The best thing that can happen to us may 
be rejection by a world that cannot define who we 
are. 

2. Rock Bottom Can Become a Place of Renewal 
Text: 1 Samuel 30:1–6 
A. David returned to devastation 

• Ziklag was burned, families were taken, and 
everything familiar appeared lost. 

• David and his hardened warriors wept until they had 
no strength left. 

• The consequences of years of fear and self-reliance 
finally came into focus. 

B. David stopped looking inward and around 
• His men spoke of stoning him; Samuel, Jonathan, 

and Abigail could not rescue him. 
• At his lowest point, David had nowhere to turn but 

upward. 
C. David found strength in the Lord 

• Renewal began when David took hold of God again. 
• Strengthening ourselves in God may include hearing 

faithful voices, remembering our calling, praying, 
worshiping, and taking the next obedient step. 

• Key truth: Before God changes our circumstances, 
He often reorients our hearts. 

3. Renewal Must Be Followed by Obedient Action 
Text: 1 Samuel 30:7–20 



A. David inquired of the Lord 
• He no longer trusted his own judgment; he asked 

God whether to pursue. 
• God answered with a promise: pursue, overtake, and 

rescue. 
B. David moved in faith 

• He led six hundred men toward the Besor Valley; two 
hundred were too exhausted to continue. 

• God placed an abandoned Egyptian in their path to 
guide them to the raiders. 

• What appeared random was the providence of God 
meeting obedient movement. 

C. God restored what was lost 
• David recovered the families, possessions, and 

plunder; nothing was missing. 
• God’s restoration did not erase the painful chapter, 

but it proved that the chapter was not the ending. 
• Key truth: When God renews us, He gives us grace 

to move, obey, and recover purpose. 

4. Restored People Lead with Grace and Generosity 
Text: 1 Samuel 30:21–31 
A. David honored the exhausted 

• He greeted the two hundred who stayed behind 
instead of shaming them. 

• He declared that those who guarded the supplies 
would share equally with those who fought. 

• God’s work requires different forms of service; less 
visible service is not less valuable. 

B. David corrected greed with grace 
• He refused to let troublemakers define the 

community. 
• He called the recovered goods a gift from the Lord, 

not a reward for human superiority. 

C. David shared the blessing 
• He sent gifts to the elders of Judah and the 

communities where he had traveled. 
• His renewed leadership became compassionate, 

courageous, and generous. 
• Key truth: Restoration is complete when grace 

received becomes grace shared. 

Conclusion: Keep Going and Keep Sowing 
• David strengthened himself in the Lord. 
• He obeyed the Word of the Lord. 
• He won the Lord’s victory. 
• He corrected the greedy with grace. 
• He shared the reward with others. 

We rarely know the full effect of our prayers, words, service, 
encouragement, and faithfulness. Small acts can influence 
generations. Do not let discouragement convince you that 
your life is making no difference. 
Final encouragement: Do not confuse a bad season with a 
wasted life. David’s story was not over—and neither is 
yours. 
Response 

• Where have fear or discouragement moved you 
away from your identity? 

• What rejection or loss might God be using to redirect 
you? 

• How will you strengthen yourself in the Lord this 
week? 

• What obedient step is God asking you to take? 
• Whom can you honor, encourage, or bless as you 

move forward? 
 


