
Reclaim the Table 
Conflict at the Table 

April 21, 2024 
 
1 Corinthians 1:18-20, 25 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written: “I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” Where 
is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? …For the foolishness of God is 
wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength. 
 
What Causes Conflict? 
 

1. Poor                                               .  
 

Proverbs 18:13 If one gives an answer before he hears, it is his folly and shame. 
 

Proverbs 15:1 A gentle answer deflects anger, but harsh words make tempers flare. 
 
2. Unmet                                               .. 

 

Key Thought: Disappointment is derived from unmet expectations, and 
disappointment leads to bitterness 

 
3. Personal                                               .. 

 

Mark 3:24-25 “A kingdom divided by civil war will collapse. Similarly, a family 
splintered by feuding will fall apart.” 
 

Key Thought: Uniformity isn't the goal -                                 is the goal 
 

4. Living in the                                    .  
 

James 4:1-3 What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don’t they come 
from the evil desires at war within you? You want what you don’t have, so you 
scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what others have, but you can’t get it, so 
you fight and wage war to take it away from them. Yet you don’t have what you 
want because you don’t ask God for it. And even when you ask, you don’t get it 
because your motives are all wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure. 

 
How do you Resolve Conflict? 
 

• Pray for                                         and Direction  
 

James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously 
to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 

 
• Get Godly                                    .. 

 

Proverbs 13:10 Where there is strife, there is pride, but wisdom is found in those 
who take advice. 

 
• Go                                    ..  
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• Approach the Situation with                                               and Grace  
 

Colossians 4:6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you 
may know how you ought to answer each person. 

 
•                                               the Best in People  

 

1 Corinthians 13:7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and 
endures through every circumstance. 

 
•                                               and Move Forward  

 

Colossians 3:13 Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who 
offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. 

 
•                       Together  

 

Genesis 31:45-46 So Jacob took a stone and set it up as a pillar. He said to his 
relatives, “Gather some stones.” So, they took stones and piled them in a heap, and 
they ate there by the heap. 

 
Challenging Situations in the Family 
 

• Prodigal Children  
 

Luke 15:20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way 
off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, 
embraced him, and kissed him.” 
 

Pro Bible Tip: Never stop praying, never stop                                    , never lose              . 
 
• Marital Struggles  

 

Matthew 19:5-6 “It says, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and his mother 
and will live with his wife. The two will become one.’ So they are no longer two but 
one. Let no man divide what God has put together.” 

 

Pro Bible Tip:                                               is off the table, except for extreme cases  
 

• Church Division  
 

Matthew 18:15-17 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just 
between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. But if they 
will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established 
by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the 
church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a 
pagan or a tax collector.” 

 

Pro Bible Tip: Talk to people instead of talking                                               people 
 
Walk Away: God's heart for the family is                                  . Reconciliation and  
                                              are always possible as we lay down our pride and walk in 
humility.  
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