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Revelation 3:20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that
person, and they with me.
2 Timothy 2:23-24 (NLT) Again I say, don’t get involved in foolish,
ignorant arguments that only start fights. A servant of the Lord must not
quarrel but must be kind to everyone, be able to teach, and be patient with
difficult people.
James 4:1-2 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they
come from your desires that battle within you? You want something but
don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You
quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God.
Key Thought: Instead of trying to change others, let God change us.
Dealing with Difficult People:
1. Overlook the offense from them.

Genesis 50:15, 18-21 But now that their father was dead,
Joseph’s brothers became fearful. “Now Joseph will show his
anger and pay us back for all the wrong we did to him,” they
said... Then his brothers came and threw themselves down before
Joseph. “Look, we are your slaves!” they said. But Joseph replied,
“Don’t be afraid of me. Am I God, that I can punish you? You
intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought
me to this position so I could save the lives of many people. No,
don’t be afraid. I will continue to take care of you and your
children.” So he reassured them by speaking kindly to them.
4. Bless them.
Luke 6:27-28 But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for
those who mistreat you.
1 Peter 3:9 (NCV) Do not do wrong to repay a wrong, and do not
insult to repay an insult. But repay with a blessing, because you
yourselves were called to do this so that you might receive a
blessing.
5. Do good to them.

Proverbs 10:12 (CEV) Love overlooks the wrongs that others do.
Proverbs 12:16 (TEV) When a fool is annoyed, he quickly lets it
be known. Wise people will ignore an insult.
Proverbs 19:11 A man’s wisdom gives him patience; it is to his
glory to overlook an offense.
2. Pray for them.
Matthew 5:43-44 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you: Love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you.”

Romans 12:17-21 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to
do what is right in the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as
it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take
revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is
written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. On the
contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give
him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals
on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.
Matthew 10:8 …Freely you have received, freely give.
Walk Away: The forgiven forgive.

3. Forgive them.

