
Church on the Dirt  July 14, 2018

But Lord, you gifted my kid!
When I was a kid, we didn’t play sports on Sundays.  That was 
the one day of the week that everything shut down and many 
families went to church, but that is not the case today.  If your 
child shows signs of a “God-given” talent that could possibly be 
played at a higher level, you and your family will be missing many 
church services.  In most cases, travel teams are necessary to 
play on in order for your child to develop to the standard of 
college or a professional level - and games are on Sundays!  This 
is a growing concern among Christian families raising young 
children that play sports.  Families are faced with the decision 
to continue developing in the sport, or give it up and go to 
church. 
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Joshua 1:8 

“Keep this Book of the Law al-
ways on your lips; meditate on 

it day and night, so that you 
may be careful to do everything 
written in it.  Then you will be 

prosperous and successful.” 

1 Peter 4:10 

“As each one has received a 
special gift, employ it in serving 
one another as good stewards 
of the manifold grace of God.” 

Deuteronomy 
6:1-2 

“These are the commands, de-
crees and laws the Lord your 

God directed me to teach you to 
observe in the land that you are 
crossing the Jordan to possess, 
so that you, your children and 
their children after them may 

fear the Lord your God as long 
as you live by keeping all his 
decrees and commands that I 

give you, so that you may enjoy 
long life.”

Sports vs Church 
Are they in opposition? Am I doing the right thing missing church for games?



Church on the Dirt  July 14, 2018

Is it possible to do both?
This is the exact reason Church on the Dirt was formed - to 
bring church to players and families that are pursuing their 
sport and missing out on church services on Sunday mornings.  
We as parents should make every effort to be involved with our 
local church as much as possible, but when we cannot make it - 
find other resources to feed yourself and your children a por-
tion of God’s Word.  You can definitely raise children that fear 
the Lord and play sports at a high level - it just requires priori-
ty, planning, discipline, and committed effort.  During those 
early morning weekend drives to games and competitions, find 
Christian podcasts or youtube video sermons that relate to ath-
letes and the common problems the youth are facing today.  It is 
important to pick the message that your children can relate to 
or they will simply tune it out.  Find role models that are making 
life choices in alignment with the will of God - not just role 
models based on their athletic abilities.  There are many high 
profile athletes that love Jesus and are using their platform to 
influence young players to follow Him - seek them out!  
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Coaching Perspective 

As a coach, recruiting on Sunday 
mornings, I always felt guilty.  I 
felt like I was contributing to the 
spiritual decline among the youth 
and not improving it.  But there 
are things a coach can do to feed 
spiritual blessings into their play-
er’s lives: 

• Plan pre-game devotionals on 
Sundays.  You can lead it, a 
player can lead it, or your team 
can access a devotion on our 
COTD APP that will do the 
work for you. 

• Pre-game prayer is an amazing 
team bonding experience for 
players.  It can be optional, but 
God has His way of growing 
those prayer circles over time. 

• Allow one Sunday off a month 
for players to go with their fami-
lies to church. 

• Allow players to go to church 
camps one week out of the 
summer. 

God has placed coaches in a lead-
ership position over players and 
we have a lot of control and influ-
ence.  We can bring Jesus to our 
team if we really want to…


