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WARM-UP 
What is the most difficult thing you have ever 
attempted? Why was it difficult for you?  

Þ If you wrote a personal mission statement or 
vision statement (last week’s homework), share 
with the group, if you’re willing.  

o What did you discover or learn in the 
process of writing it? 

• What did you take note of during the sermon this 
week? Share with the group. 

Let’s review from last week: 
Mission is why we do what we do. A church’s 
mission is tied to the Great Commission.  
Vision is what the mission will look like when it is 
lived out in our church and our community.  

Read Isaiah 43:10-19  
Þ Discuss why it is important to have a mission and 

a vision for the future when navigating change.  
Þ What do you think this passage means when it 

says to forget the past or not look back? (vs. 18) 
o What can happen if we get stuck dwelling on 

the past? 
o What would be a good reason for looking 

back? 
Þ What is the new thing that was predicted here in 

Isaiah? 

Þ A reason for looking back to God’s faithfulness in 
the past is that it can give us faith for the present 
and the future. What thing has God done in your 
life in the past that gives you faith for now? 

Read Hebrews 11:1-6 

Þ Why is building a strong faith necessary for us to 
move forward in whatever it is God is calling us 
each to do?  

Þ How would you define faith? Work together to 
come up with a definition that would help 
someone understand what we mean when we tell 
them they need to have faith.  

Þ What is the difference between having faith and 
believing in God? 

Þ List some of the other ways we use the word 
“faith” and discuss what we mean by them. For 
example: sharing our faith, faith-based 
organization, etc. 

Þ After giving the list of people who acted in faith I 
Hebrews 11, Hebrews 12:1-2 gives an action 
step for us to take. What is it? 

Þ What hinders you from fulfilling the mission God 
has given you? 

• Read Romans 10:7. Where do we get faith? 
• When have you felt like your faith was 

challenged? 
• What emotions do you feel when your faith 

wavers? 
• What is the best way you have found to fight 

against your own unbelief or lack of faith? 
• When you feel like you have a lot of faith, what  

do you think contributes to it? When you feel 
weaker in faith, what causes that? 

• Matt said, “Stop doing church and commit to 
being the church.” How do we “do church?”  

• List some examples of how we can be the church 
and not just do church. 

Read Colossians 4:2-6  
Þ Who is this passage talking about in verse 5? 
Þ What does it mean to make the most of every 

opportunity? (vs. 6) 
Þ What opportunities do you have to share the 

message of salvation with others? 
o When have you missed an opportunity? 
o What will you do this week to make sure you 

don’t miss an opportunity? 

Pray for strengthening of your faith as you act on the 
mission to reach lost people. Pray also for those who 
have not yet taken a step to believe through faith. 

Þ Leaders: note items marked with the arrows are 
key discussion questions if you’re short on time. 
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At-home personal study 
 
The mission of God (missio Dei) should direct our 
own mission as God’s servants. As he works to 
redeem and restore the world around us, we can 
look for ways to join him on this mission of 
redemption. As you study the Bible, you can also 
practice looking for God’s mission and plan as 
shown in the text and look for how it applies to life.  
 
Use the following questions to direct your 
observations, analysis, and application of a passage 
that you choose to study this week.  
 
Read the passage several times. Then ask yourself: 

• What is God doing in this passage? 
• How do others join in God’s actions? 
• How do those actions contribute to God’s 

overall mission of redemption? 
• In what similar ways is God at work in my 

context today? 
• How can I join in God’s mission in the world 

around me? 
 

Are you looking to grow in your faith? Join us at The 
River! We believe that God is the source of all that is. 
Come join us as we explore how we can know God 
better, grow in character and community, and live 
like Jesus. No matter where you are in your 
relationship with Jesus, The River is your next step! 
 
Mondays from 6 pm until 7:30 p.m. for 3 weeks 
starting May 6th 
 
Questions: theriver@redcedarchurch.com 
 
Dinner will be served and childcare is available upon 
request (birth – 5th grade) 
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