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WARM-UP  
How has your family tree influenced who you are 
today? What traits, characteristics, or qualities can 
you trace back to your lineage? 

Often when we read the Christmas story, we skip 
over the list of names in Matthew. But let’s pause to 
make some connections to the birth of the Messiah. 
Read Matthew 1:1-17 
Þ What stands out for you as you read this 

genealogy of Jesus Christ? 
Þ What names are you familiar with from other 

stories in the Bible? 
Þ What connections do you see in the people in the 

genealogy of Christ that are unexpected? 
Þ Why is it important that Jesus is a legitimate heir 

to the throne of David? 
Þ Women are not usually mentioned in genealogies 

in the Bible. Why do you think there are some 
women listed in this lineage? 

Þ Is there anything you would like to discuss or 
clarify about the lineage of Jesus? 

Þ What does this information mean to you 
personally? 

 
Let’s spend some time in the theme passage from 
this sermon series. 
Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-28 
Þ What is the main idea of this passage? 
Þ Socially and culturally, how would you describe 

where Jesus fit into the classes that are 
described in this passage? 

Þ Why do you think God chooses ordinary people 
for his purposes? 

Þ Describe what was ordinary about the following 
groups of people in the Christmas story: 
• Mary and Joseph 
• Shepherds 
• Wise men 
• Jesus’s family tree  

Þ Is there anything you would like to discuss or 
clarify in this section? 

Þ What does this information mean to you 
personally? 

Read 1 Corinthians 1:29-31 
Þ What is the main idea of this passage? 

Þ What do you learn about Jesus as the Messiah in 
this passage? 

Þ Read Isaiah 53:3. How does this tie in with the 1 
Corinthians passage that we have been 
discussing here? 

Þ Is there anything you would like to discuss or 
clarify in this section? 

Þ What does this information mean to you 
personally? 

Read Isaiah 7:14, 9:6-7 
Þ What is the main idea of this passage? 
Þ Where do you think this prophesy fits in with the 

timeline of the timeline of the family tree of 
Jesus? 

Þ Discuss how this connects with what we have 
been studying in Matthew and Luke over the last 
few weeks.  

Þ Is there anything you would like to discuss or 
clarify in this section? 

Þ What does this information mean to you 
personally? 

Þ As you think about how long it took for God’s 
promise of the Messiah to come to fruition, what 
do you learn that applies to your own deepest 
needs and waiting? 

Þ From the beginning of time with Adam and Eve’s 
first sin until Jesus’s birth, there were so many 
details that God was orchestrating. Each was 
given in a prophesy long before it happened. 
What does this tell you about God’s power and 
his provision? 

Þ Knowing that we can be adopted as sons and 
daughters of God, what does it mean to know 
you can be part of the family tree of Christ? 

Pray for those who are not yet part of the family of 
God. Ask God to show you opportunities where you 
can share the good news of salvation with them. 
Pray for patience while you are waiting on God for 
his direction in your life. Pray for people who will 
come to church for the first time at Christmas. 
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Read Matthew 2:1-2 
• What characteristic about the wise men has 

had the most impact on you? 
• The wise men travelled thousands of miles to 

worship Jesus. Why do you think they did this? 
If you were in their place, what might you have 
done the same? Done differently? 

• What is your definition of worship? Think of 
ways the wise men worshipped the baby Jesus. 
What are some ways that you can worship 
Jesus? 

• Think about some of the ways the wise men 
listened to God. What were some of the 
important details surrounding their obedience to 
God’s voice? 

• Where might God be asking you to step out of 
your comfort zone to be obedient to him? What 
might be holding you back? What do you need 
to change, or what fears might you need to 
face, to follow him in obedience? 

• Ask yourself if you are giving your best to God. 
What would it mean for you to give your best? 

• Ask God to show you an opportunity this 
coming week where you can be generous and 
then do what he shows you. 

 
 
 
Looking to grow in your faith? Join us at The River in 
January! We’ll explore how we can know God better, 
grow in character and community, and live like 
Jesus. 

Register at www.redcedarchurch.com/theriver 
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