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WARM-UP 
What is the one of the riskiest activities you have 
participated in?  

Þ Think of something valuable you have lost and 
searched for. Share why you spent time and 
effort looking for the item.  
o What made it valuable to you? Was it the 

cost? Sentimental value? Was it 
irreplaceable?  

Þ What do we mean when we use the term 
“reaching the lost”?  
o Discuss how it might be confusing to 

someone who doesn’t know the Bible if we 
talk about “lost people.” 

Read the two different accounts of the parable of the 
lost sheep from Matthew and Luke, then discuss the 
questions below. (Matthew 18:12-14 and Luke 15: 
1-7) 
Þ How do these accounts of the lost sheep given 

by Jesus illustrate the value he puts on people? 
Þ Why do you think it says the shepherd rejoices 

over the lost sheep that is found more than over 
the 99 who were still in the fold? 

Þ In our present-day living, how can the 99 
represent our “comfort zone”?  
o What is your “comfort zone” that you don’t 

want to step out of?  
o Based on these verses, what are we 

commanded to do?  
Þ In Luke 15:1-2, what was is that prompted Jesus 

to tell this parable? 
o Discuss how we might see ourselves 

sometimes in the thoughts and attitudes of 
the Pharisees when it comes to people who 
have wandered from God. 

• How does the parable about lost sheep illustrate 
what Peter shared in 2 Peter 3:9? 

Following are some reasons we don’t share the truth 
about salvation with others. Read the scriptures 

along with each and discuss how these verses 
should remove the obstacles we have.  

Þ Fear of rejection - Matthew 5:11-12   
Þ We won’t know what to say – 1 Corinthians 

2:1-5; Luke 12:11-12  
Þ Fear of failure – Romans 1:16-17  

Þ Discuss with the group other fears or reasons 
you might be personally facing that inhibit your 
sharing the salvation message with others.   

Read 2 Thessalonians 1:7-12 
• Why should these verses compel us to share the 

gospel message if we really care about people? 
• What do you think was different about these 

Christians that they continued to share the 
gospel, even when being persecuted for it?  

• What “good things” or “deeds” (see verse 11) 
has your faith prompted you to do in the name of 
Jesus?  

• What is the ultimate purpose for doing these 
things? (see verse 12) 

Read Matthew 28:18-20 and James 4:17  
• How can the message of James 4:17 be 

connected to Jesus’ commission in Matthew 
28:18-20?  

Þ Who are the three people who you are committed 
to pray for who you want to come to know Jesus 
as their personal Savior?  

Þ What risk(s) do you need to take to share with 
others?  

Þ What are some ways your group can help you 
overcome any reasons you may have for not 
sharing the gospel?  

Pray the words of 2 Thessalonians 1:11 – God, we 
ask you to enable us to live a life worthy of your call. 
Give us your power to accomplish all you ask of us.  

Þ Leaders: note items marked with the arrows are 
key discussion questions if you’re short on time. 
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At-home personal study 
 
Read the rest of the parables Jesus told in Luke 
15:8-32. This includes the parable of the lost coin 
and the parable of the lost son.  
 
Questions for reflection: 
 
1. Why was it important to the woman to celebrate 

with others over finding her lost coin? 
 
2. When have you had the opportunity to celebrate 

with someone else about either your own 
decision to follow Christ or someone else’s? 

 
3. What does the parable of the lost son teach me 

about God’s love and grace? 
 
4. The lost son was worried that his father wouldn’t 

forgive him. What does this parable teach you 
about God’s forgiveness? 

 
5. The parable of the lost son demonstrates holding 

out hope for someone to return to God’s will. 
Who are you praying for and holding onto hope 
for that they will choose to follow Christ? 

 

Are you looking to grow in your faith? Join us at The 
River! We believe that God is the source of all that is. 
Come join us as we explore how we can know God 
better, grow in character and community, and live 
like Jesus. No matter where you are in your 
relationship with Jesus, The River is your next step! 
 

Mondays from 6 pm until 7:30 p.m. 
for 3 weeks starting May 6th 

 
Questions? Contact us at   

theriver@redcedarchurch.com 
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