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WARM-UP  
What is your most special memory of the Christmas 
season? What about that memory 
made it special? 
Read Luke 1:1-4 
Þ Who wrote this book of the Bible? What do you 

know about the author? 
Þ Who does it appear the author is writing to? 
Þ What is the main idea of this passage? 
Þ What do you think the author meant when he 

talked about these? 
• Other written accounts 
• Eye-witness reports 
• An accurate account 

Þ Is there anything you would like to discuss or 
clarify in this section? 

Þ What does this information mean to you 
personally? 

Read Luke 1:5-17 
Þ What is the main idea of this passage? 
Þ Who is it about, and what do you know about 

them? 
Þ What do you think about these parts of the story? 

• The significance of Elizabeth being unable to 
have a child.  

• The angel visit 
• Zechariah’s response 
• The angel’s promise 

Þ Is there anything you would like to discuss or 
clarify in this section? 

Þ What does this information mean to you 
personally? 

Read Luke 1:18-25 
Þ What is the main idea of this passage? 
Þ What do you think about these parts of the story? 

• Zechariah’s reply 
• The angel’s action/response 
• Lack of faith/doubt 
• The Lord’s discipline 

Þ Is there anything you would like to discuss or 
clarify in this section? 

Þ What does this information mean to you 
personally? 

Read Luke 1:26-34 
Þ What is the main idea of this passage? 
Þ Who is it about, and what do you know about 

them? 
Þ What do you think about these parts of the story? 

• An angel visit 
• “Son of the Most High” 

• A virgin having a baby 
• The throne of David 
• The Kingdom talked about here 

Þ Is there anything you would like to discuss or 
clarify in this section? 

Þ What does this information mean to you 
personally? 

Read Luke 1:35-38 
Þ What is the main idea of this passage? 
Þ What do you think about these parts of the story? 

• Mary’s responses 
• Elizabeth’s miracle baby 
• The unconventional conception 

Þ Is there anything you would like to discuss or 
clarify in this section? 

Þ What does this information mean to you 
personally? 

Read Luke 1:39-45 
Þ What is the main idea of this passage? 
Þ Who is it about, and what do you know about 

them (including the unborn children)? 
Þ What do you think about these parts of the story? 

• Elizabeth’s response to Mary’s news 
• Elizabeth’s blessing 

Þ Is there anything you would like to discuss or 
clarify in this section? 

Þ What does this information mean to you 
personally? 

Þ Think about the people who we just studied in 
Luke 1. What are the examples you see here of 
obedience and faithfulness, or of resistance and 
doubt? 

Þ How did God accomplish his plan despite the 
response from humans? 

Þ When God challenges you with something 
unconventional, what is your typical response? 

Þ What has recently brought a faith challenge to 
you? What could you do that would demonstrate 
obedience even when you’re unsure? 

As we begin Advent, the season of preparing for the 
celebration of the birth of Christ, pray that your heart 
would be ready for God to challenge and change you 
as you continue to experience the full life Jesus 
came to give.  
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Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-28 (We will study this as a 
group in the coming weeks)  
• What do these verses say to you personally 

regarding who God uses and how he chooses to 
use each of us, to use you, to accomplish his 
plans? 

• What are ways we allow the world, our culture, 
the people around us to influence our reaction 
and obedience to what God is calling us to do? 

 
Look at Matthew 1:18-24 (We will study this as a 
group in the coming weeks)  
• What are some excuses Joseph might have used 

to justify in his own mind that he should break off 
his engagement with Mary? 

• What does verse 18 tell us about Joseph’s 
obedience? 

 
Read the following Scriptures. Look up other verses 
using a concordance, study notes in your Bible, or by 
using an internet search to find ones that deal with 
obedience and faithfulness to God. 
 

James 1:22 
John 14:23 
Matthew 7:24 

 
• How does each of them speak to you?  
• What message/truth do you believe God is 

asking you to apply to your own life?  
• Think beyond the usual – be obedient – 

message. Is there something God is asking you 
to do, to be obedient and faithful in? 

• What is the next step God is calling you to take? 
 
 
 
Looking to grow in your faith? Join us at The River in 
December! We’ll explore how we can know God 
better, grow in character and community, and live 
like Jesus. 

Register at www.redcedarchurch.com/theriver 
 

 

 
Christmas at Red Cedar is coming! We will have 5 
services all on Christmas Eve. Invite a friend! The 
5:30 p.m. service will be live-streamed. 
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